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INTRODUCTORY NOTICE. 



The object of the writer of this Manual being to aid the young 
Btadent in attaining a good knowledge of the Text of Scripture, 
the attention of all students is earnestly requested to the fol- 
lowing remarks : — 

With the Headings of Chapters, which may be used as tests of 
memory for the subject matter of each chapter, there are 
also inserted Headings of Paragraplis. By a careful use of 
these every fact of Grenesis may be stored up or recalled at 
pleasure. A diligent use of these headings is strongly recom- 
mended. In order to aid in acquiring a general knowledge of 
the history of the Patriarchs, a tabular view is given, that 
their relation to each other may be better understood. 

Such information as may be required for separate subjects will 
be found in the Appendix. 

A list of Authors is appended, in order that the student may 
have confidence in giving answers from the Notes. 

In some instances the names of authors referred to may be found 
in the Notes also. 

As all words iu the text, on which Notes are written, are printed 
in italics, it is strongly recommended to test the memory by 
recalling through the text the information that may have been 
found in the Notes, so as to have the words of the Scripture 
itself in the student's remembrance. 

Attention should be given to the meaning of Names of persons 
and places; also to the Names of Jehovah, so as to be able to 
say why they are employed in their respective contexts. 



St. Paul's Parsonaqk, 
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July, 1879. 
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XNTBODUOTOBT REMARKS. 



The Book of Geneili is not bo much the first of the five Books 
into which the Pentateuch is divided, as the first of the five parts 
(called by the Jews quintals, quinquemions, or fiftht) which 
make up the one volume or Roll of the Pentateuch. The whole 
volume was known as Tonih (The Law) — " The Book of the Law** 
(2 Kb. xxii 8), or ** The BooJ? qf Mohs*' (Neh. xiii. 1) ; and its 
several parts, named in Hebrew after the chief word in the first 
verse of each book (viz., Genesis was termed B'reshith—^in the 
beginning; Exodus, Shemoth—the names) had the present names 
{Genesis — origin ; E^codus — going out) given by the seventy trans- 
lators by whom the Ixx. version of the Old Testament into 
Greek was made under Ptolemy, King of Egjrpt, B.O. 284. 

Aatbonlilp. — Genesis being thus only the first of the five 
divisions of the Pentateuch-Roll — all connected closely together 
by the conjunction **and''* (Ex. i. 1, Lev. i. 1, Num. i. 1)— the 
arguments for its authorship, genuineness, and authenticity are, 
of course, the same as for the Pentateuch itself. 
They are generally as follows : — 
I. Internal — that Ib, contained in the Pentatetich itself. 

1. Exod. xvii. 14—** The Lord said unto Motes, write this 
for a memorial in a hook *' (lit., in the book). 
Exod. xxiv. 4 — " Moses wrote all the words oftheLor^.** 
Exod. xxxiv. 27 — ** The Lord said unto Motes, write 

ihou these words,** 
Numb, xxxiii. 2 — ** Moses wrote their goings out according 

to their journeys,** 
Deut. xxxi. 9-11 — ** Moses wrote this law, and ddivered 

it to the priests the sons of Levi** 
(From these passages it is evident (1) that a history or 
register of the events then taking place, and of the 
journeys of the Israelites, was regularly kept— see 
Exod. xviL 14, ** write . , , , in the hook** as refer- 
ring to a known document ; and (2) thai Moses was 
tlie author or compiler.) 
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2. The author of the Pentateuch must have been well 
acquainted with the literature, laVs, and religion of 
Egypt. 

8. The history of the Israelites and the law of Moses bear 
marks of a long residence in the wilderness. 

4, The language of the Pentateuch suits the age and 
character of Moses. The language is Archaic, belong- 
ing to the golden or earliest period of the Hebrew 
literature, several words being found only in these 
books. 

II. External — that is, evidence not contained in the Penta- 
teuch, but derived from other sources outside it. 
This evidence is of three kinds : — 

1. Reference to the Pentateuch, as written by Moses and 

as an authentic history, in the historical Books, the 
Psalms, the Prophets, and in the New Testament. 

2. The fact that a copy of the Pentateuch known as the 

Samaritan Pentatench, was preserved among the 
Samaritans, substantially the same as that which is 
in our Bibles. 

8. Historical references, quotations, &c., which presuppose 
its existence. 

Under the first of these the following passages should be care- 
fully noted and committed to memory: — Josh. i. 7, 8; viii. 31, 
34 ; xxiii. 6 ; 1 Ks. ii. 3 ; viii. 9, 53 ; 1 Chron. xvi. 40 ; xxii. 
12, 13 ; 2 Chron. xii. 1 ; xiv. 4 ; xv. 3 ; xvii. 9; xxv. 4, &c. ; 
Ezra vi. 18; Neh. viii. 8; xiii. 1; Dan. ix« 11, 13; and so through- 
out all the other books of the Old and New Testaments. 

Under the second. — It is sufficient to note that as the ten tribes 
separated from the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin in the 
year 975 B.C., they must have been in possession of their copy of 
the Pentateuch (known as- the Samaritan Pentateuch) before 
that time. See " Graves on the Pentateuch^ 

Under the third. — The arguments are as follows : (1) that the 
Law of Moses was not merely a moral code, to be observed by each 
person in his relation to God as God, but also a pnbllc National 
Document. It was, as Bishop Wordsworth tells us, '* more than 
a royal proclamation or a collection of legislative enactments. It 
was set apart by God from all other writings by bein^ deposited 
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in the Ark in the Holy of Holies (Deut zxzi 9, 24, 26). It 
was received hy the whole Hebrew nation ca ike work of Moiei" 
and ** it was read pablicly year by year in all the Jewish syna- 
gognes throughont ^e world." (2) It was received by the 
Christian Church as authentic and genuine, and as forming part 
of the Canon of the Old Testament (see '* Scriptures Arranged,** 
2ad edit, pp. 31, 32). (3) It was quoted and referred to hy our 
blessed Lord himself a« toritten by Moses (John v. 39, 46; 
Luke zvi. 31, xxiv. 27) ; also by all the writers of the New 
Testament (Horn, ii 18, 20). (4) It was accepted as authentic 
and canonical by the Christian Ohurdi, being found in all the 
catalogues. 

Scope of the Book.— The Book of Genesis is a religioua history. 
It consists of two parts — 

1. A history of the world, chap. L-xi. 

2. A rdigUms history of the fathers of the Jewish race- 

that is, of the Church of the Old Testament — ch. xii-L 

Its purpose is to give a true account of the Creation, It stands 
thus in strong contrast with the various heathen cosmogonies, 
ail of which either (1) regard God and Matter as eternal coexistent 
principles — ie., are duallstlc; or (2) they confound Ood with 
maUer—i,e., are Pantheistic. According to the Mosaic cosmo- 
gony, God is before all things — God creates all things. 

Its purpose is, secondly, to give a true account of the steps 
which led to the establishment of the Theocracy. It thus sub- 
serves directly the main purpose of the Pentateuch, which is 
manifestly the establishment of the Theocracy, of which the 
central point is the giving of the Law on Slnal. In carrying 
out this purpose, the author having described man as of the 
earth, earthy (ch. iL 7), proceeds at once to connect him directly 
with Grod. " Ood breasted into his nostrils the breath of life," 
'* He is made only after divine counsel had been taken, ch. i. 26; 
he bears the effigy and stamp of divinity upon him, ch. i 27 ; 
and the seventh day is consecrated for him as a day of rest, 
because he is capable of communion and converse with the 
infinite God."— (TAtf BiUe Educator, vol, L,p, 60.) 

In relation to Science the Book of Genesis has, as its main 
object, two great tnith8~(l) " That all the laws and workings 
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o\ nature wt Hut vforhings ofOod; and (2) that of all this work- 
ing, man ia the final canse. In every stag^ of creation, God is 
the active principle pervading all.*' 

Synopili of oontents.— The Book of Genesis is usually divided 
into four parts — 

L The Creation and Be-formation of the World. . . Gh. i., ii. 
H. The History of the World before the Flood. . Ch. iiL-viL 
III. The History of the World after the Flood . . Ch. viii-xi 
rV. The lives of the Patriarchs . . . . Ch. xii-L 

It contains twelve portions, of which eleven begin with the 
words " OeTieratiom of, ** They are as follows : — 

1. The Creation . . • . • • . . Ch. L to ii. 3; 

2. The Generations of the Heavens and of the 

Harth •• •• .. •• Ch. ii. 4. 

8. The Generations of Adiun . . . . Ch. v. 1. 

4. The Generations of Noah . . Ch. vi. 9. 

5. The Grenerations of the sons of Noah . . Ch. x. 1. 

6. The Grenerations of Shem . . . . Ch. xi. 10. 

7. The Generations of Terah . . . . Ch. zi. 27. 

8. The Generations of Ishmael . . . . Ch. zxv. 12. 

9. The Generations of Isaac . . . . Ch. zxv. 19. 

10. The Generations of Esau . . . . Ch. xxxvi. 

11. The Generations of Esau in Mount Seir . . Ch. xxxvi. 9. 

12. The Grenerations of Jacob . . . . Ch. xxxvii. 

These generations (tdUdoth) are so connected together, each 
repeating so much of that which immediately precedes it, that 
it is evident the Book of Grenesis — ^which consists thus of an 
introduction (ch. i., ii. 1-3) and eleven of these toledoth or genera- 
tiona^w&s drawn up with distinct unity of purpose^ and thus 
points to one author = Moses. 



NOTES 

ON THE 

BOOK OF GENESIS 



CHAPTEE I. 



The Creation. The Ee-ordering of the world 
for man. The six days' work. Man made 
in Ood's image. 

CreatloiL— (v. 1) "In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth." 

The Re-fonnatloiL— (v. 2) "And the earth was without 
form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the 
waters." 

First day.— (v. 3) "And God said, Let there be light: and 
there was lij^ht. (v. 4) And God saw the light, that it was 
good : and God divided the light from the darkness, (v. 5) 
And God called the licht Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And the evening and the morning were, the first 
day." 

Second day.— (v. 6) "And God said, Let there be a/rma- 
ment in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters 
from the waters, (v. 7) And God made the firmament, 
and divided the waters which were under the firmament 
from the waters which were above the firmament * and it 
was so. (v. 8) And God called the firmament Heaven. 
And the evening and the morning were the second day." 

Tlilrd day.— (v. 9) "And God said. Let the waters under 
the heaven be gathered together unto one place^ and Ut 
Ihe dry land appear ; and it was so. ^v. \^ KxA ^^tsA 
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called the dry land Earth ; and the gathering together of 
the waters called he Seas : and God saw that it was good, 
(v. 11) And God said, Let the earth bring forth grasSy the 
herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after 
his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the earth : and it 
was so. (v. 12) And the earth brought forth grass, and 
herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding 
fiuit, whose seed was iu itself, after his kind : and God 
saw that it was good. (v. 13) And the evening and the 
morning were the third day.*' 

Fourth day.— (v. 14) "And God said. Let there be lights 
in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the 
night ; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for 
days, and years : (v. 15) And let them be for lights in 
the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: 
and it was so. (v. 16) And God made two great lights ; 
the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to 
rule the night : he made (he stars also. (v. 17) And God 
set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon 
the earth, (v. 18) And to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to divide the light from the darkness : and God 
saw that it was good. (v. 19) And the evening and the 
morning were the fourth day." 

nfth day.— (v. 20) " And God said. Let the waters bring 
forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life, anS 
fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament 
of heaven, (v. 21) And God created great whales^ and 
every living creature that moveth, which the waters 
brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every 
winged fowl after his kind: and God saw that it was good, 
(v. 22) And God blessed them, saying. Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let fowl 
multiply in the earth, (v. 23) And the evening and the 
morning were the fifth day." 

Sixth day. — (v. 24) " And God said, Let the earth bring 
forth the living creature after his kind, cattle, and creep- 
ing thing, and beast of the earth after his kind : and it 
was so. (v. 25) And God made the beast of the earth 
after his kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing 
that creepeth upon the earth after his kind : and God saw 
that it was good. (v. 26) And God said, Let us niake man 
in our image, after our likeness : and let them have 
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dominion orer the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 
air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, (v. 27) 
So God created man in his own image, in the image of 
God created he him; male and female created he them.' 
(v. 28) And God blessed them, and God said unto them, 
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing 
that moveth upon the earth, (v. 29) And God said. 
Behold, I have given vou every herb bearing seed, which 
is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the 
which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed ; to you it shall 
be for meat. (v. 30) And to every beast of the earth, 
and to every fowl of the air, and to every thing that 
creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given 
every green herb for meat : and it was so. (v. 31) And 
God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it 
was very good. And the eveuiug and the morning were 
the sixth day." 

" In the beginningy*' v. 1. — Not first in order, but " in 
the beginning of all things." John i. 1. — Sp. Com, 

** Created" v. 1. — Bara (verb in singular, with plural 
nom. Elohim\ evidently indicating plurality in the Divine 
unity ; see v. 26. Four verbs are used in this chapter 
expressive of creation and re-formation — (1) created, v. 1, 
21, 27 ; (2) made, v. 7, 16, 25, &c. ; (3) formed, c. ii. 19 ; 
and (4) built, c. iL 22. 

•* The heaven and the earthy" v. 1. — The whole visible 
universe. John i. 3 ; Col. i. 16 ; Heb. xi. 3. The language 
here is phenomenal, earth and sky ; see 2 Pet. iii. 13 ; 
Rev. xxi. 1, 2 — " new heavens and a neio earth." 

" Without form and void" v. 2. — The words express 
desolation and waste ; Isai. xxxiv. 10. Ages may have 
elapsed between the creation of all things in v. 1 and the 
Adamic restoration in v. 2. During this interval, or 
rather at its close, the world had been brought by pre- 
ceding causes, geological or other, into a state of desolation 
and waste. 

" The deep" v. 2. — The abyss of waters, clouds, and 
mists with which the earth was surrounded. — »S{l Com« 
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" Moved/* v. 2 = fluttered, as a bird over its young; 
l>out. xxxii 11. Over this wide-spread scene of desolation 
the Spirit brooded with life-producing power. 

** Let there be light,'* v. 3. — The sun had been created 
" in the beginning^*' v. 1. Now its light is made to fall on 
and disperse the darkness (v. 2) which had lain '* on the 
face of the deep,** 

** A firmament,** v. 6. — The Hebrew word here used, 
rakiah, means an expanse— kh atmosphere capable of ex- 
pansion and condensation (now measured bj a bai'ometer). 
The word *^ firmament** is from the Latin ^rmam^^um. 

" OroM** V. 11. — Three kinds of vegetation are here spe- 
cified — (1) tender grass, for the use of the lower animals ; 
(2) the seed-bearing herb ; and (3) the fruit-bearing tree, 
for man's use, all possessing a reproductive principle — 
whose seed is in itself after its hind, v. 11, 12. 

" Lights** V. 14. — In v. 3, light is Ohr. In this verse we 
have meoroth, light-bearers or light-reflectors. The atmo- 
sphere having been purified (v. 6, 7), the sun^ moon, and 
stars became now light-bearers to the earth. 

•* Be made the stars also,** v. 16. — The words "he made" 
are in italics. There is no corresponding verb in the 
Hebrew. The sense seems to be, " He made the lesser 
light (the moon) to ride the night and the stars.** 

" The moving creature** v. 20— {The fifth dai/),—Al\ 
creatures sprung from eggs (oviparous) — insects, fishes, 
and reptiles of laud and sea (amphibious). 

^* And fowl,** V. 20. — Lit., and let fowl fiy. See margin. 
On the fifth day the waters and the air were tenanted. 

^^ Great whales'/* v. 21.— Whales, with all mammalia^ 
were not created until the sixth day. The word here 
used is translated in Exod. vii. 9, serpents; in Ezek. 
xxixj 3, crocodiles (see also Isai, xxvii. l) ; and is better 
rendered by sea monsters. 

*^ Living creature,** v. 24:— (The sixth day). — On this day 
were produced cattle (ruminants) ; creeping things, as 
serpents, lizards, &c. ; and the beasts of the earth (wUd, 
as opposed to cattle — ^the Carnivorous.) 

" Let us make mxm/* v. 2b,— Let us— indicating plainly 
the plurality of persons in the Divine unity ; v. 1, and 
John i. 1. 

"in our image,** v, 26.— See CoL iil 10. Made in his 
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image, ''man was like his maker, intelliffeDt, immortal, 
personal, with powers of forethought and free choice, and 
at the same time pure, hol^, and nndefiled : ** for *' God is 
the essentially personal Being, and in giving to man an 
immortal soul. Me gave him also a true personality, self- 
consciousness, power of free choice, and so a distinct re- 
sponsibility. All this was accompanied at first wiUi 
perfect innocence and purity.** — Sp, Com. 

CHAPTER II. 

Institntion of the Sabbath. Beoapitulatory 
aooount of third and following days' work. 
Institntion of MarriagOi and formation of 
Garden of Eden. 

Serenth day.— (v. l) "Thus the heavens and the earth 
were finished, and all the host of them. (v. 2) And on the 
ieventh day God ended his work which he had made ; and 
he TUitd on (Ha seventh day from all his work which he 
had made. (v. 3) And God blessed the seventh day, and 
sanctified it : because that in it he had rested from all his 
work which Gk)d created and made." 

Beoapitulatory aooount .—(v. 4) " These are the generations 
of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in 
the day that the Lord Qod made the earth and the heavens, 
(v. S) And every plant of the field before it was in the 
eurth, and every herb of the field before it strew : for the 
Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and 
there was not a man to till the ground, (v. 6) But there 
went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole 
face of the ground, (v. 7) And the Lord Qod formed man 
of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living soul." 

Paradise described.— (v. 8) '* And the Lord God planted 
a garden eastward in Eden ; and there he put the man 
whom he had formed, (v. 9) And out of the ground made 
the Lord Ood to grow everv tree that is pleasant to the 
sight, and good for food ; tne tree of life also in the midst 
of the garden, and the tree of knowleage of good and evU, 
(v. 10) And a river went out of Eden to water the garden; 
and from thence it was parted, and became into four K.«ad»« 
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(v. 11) The Dame of the first is Pison : that is it which 
compasseth the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold; 
(y. 12) And the gold of that land is good : there is hdeUium 
and the onyx stone, (v. 13) And the name of the second 
river is Gihon : the same is it that compasseth the whole 
land of Ethiopia, (v. 14) And the name of the third rivei 
is Hiddekel: that is it which goeth toward the east oi 
Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphrates, (v. 15) And 
the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden 
of Eden to dress it and to keep it. 

TUB test of obedience.— (v. 16) " And the Lord God com- 
manded the man, saying. Of every tree of the garden thon 
mayest freely eat: (v. 17) But of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it : for in the daj/ 
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely dieJ* 

Formation of woman. — (v. 18) "And the Lord God said. 
It is not good that the man should be alone ; I will make 
him an help meet for him. (v. 19) And out of the ground 
the Lord God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl 
of the air ; and brought them unto Adam to see what he 
would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living 
creature, that was the name thereof, (v. 20) And Adan, 
gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and tc 
every' beast of the field; but for Adam there was not founc 
an help meet for him. (v. 21) And the Lord God causec 
a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept : and he tool 
one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof 
(v. 22) And the rib, which the Lord God had taken fron 
man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man 
(v. 23) And Adam said. This is now bone of my bones, anc 
flesh of my flesh : she shall be called Woman, because sh< 
was taken out of Man. (v. 24) Then*efore shall a man leavi 
his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife 
and they shall be one flesh, (v. 25) And they were botl 
naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.'' 

" The seventh day^ v. 2. — Appointed not only for rest 
but/orcommt^nioTi between man and his Father in heaven 
Heb. iv. 2, 9, 10, and xii. 9. See also Appendix B. 

^^ Rested,** v. 2. — Throughout the Books of Scriptun 
" God is spoken of in terras which express bodily relations 
in order that the infinite may be made in some degre< 
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iDtelligible " to His children on earth— i.^., anthropomorphic 
representcUions, — (Browne on Art') 

" The OenerationSy** v. 4. —This is the first of the eleven 
tdedoth of which the Book of Qenesis consists. See 
Introduction, p. 8. 

" Created . . made,^ v. 4 ; ch. i., 2 and 6. — The mean- 
ing here and in v. 3, ^^ created and made^^ is that Qod 
first created, as in ch. i. 1, and afterwards made or moulded 
the matter so created. — *SJo, Com. 

" And every plant . . before" v. 5. — This verse does not 
refer to the productions of the third day (ch. i. 11), but to 
herbs and plants raised by the cultivation of man. The 
words plant, field, and grow do not occur in the first 
chapter. The meaning seems to be '* No plant of the field 
was yet in the earth," ^c, according to the iSyriac, 

^^ Formed man," v, 7. — Man's body was formed, like 
those of the beasts (v. 19), of the dust of the ground. His 
spirit was created (v. 27) " after the image of Him that 
created him" Col. iii. 10. 

** Breathed . . the breath of life J^ v. 7. — This expression, 
"breathed . . the breath of life," nishmath chayim (Heb. 
of lives), is never used of any other creature than, man. 
See also John xx. 22. 

^'Garden," v. 8. — Paradise is a Persian word. It 
means rather a park than a garden. £den means delight ; 
but the word is here a proper name, and points to a region 
in Mesopotamia. 

^^Made the Lord Qod to grow" v. 9. — This verse refers 
to Paradise only. 

" The tree of life" v. 9 (Heb. of lives). — Compare ch. iii. 
22 ; Prov. iii. 18 ; Rev. ii. 7, and xxii. 2 and 14. 

" The tree of knowledge of good and evil,*^ v. 9. — Experi- 
mental knowledge — a bitter experience to all who ever 
taste. 

** Into four heads" v. 10. — If the junction of the Tigris 
and Euphrates be intended under the names Hiddeket 
and Phrath, the two remaining rivers, Pison and Oihon, 
may indicate the eastern and western branches after the 
junction. 

^^ Bdellium," v. 12.— Not the gum, but pearls, found 
about the Persian Gulf. 
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" Ethiopia^ V. 13. — Not the country above Egypt, but 
the Asiatic Cush ; see Gen. z. 7 — perhaps Khusistan. 

" To dress it and to keep it" v. 15. — Compare Song iv. 
12-16, V. 1, 2 ; John xv. 1. 

" Thou shalt not eat of it" v. 17. — A test of obedience 
was necessary. The only test that could then be given 
was that of self-dependence, or dependence on God. See 
2 Cor. V. 14^ 15. 

" Thou shcdt surely die^ v. 17. — /n that day death 
entered — man became " dead — in sins*' Eph. ii 1. 

"Adam gave names," v. 20. — Language is connected 
with reason ; where language is not, there is no true rea- 
soning power. 

" A deep sleep" v. 21. — So after a deeper sleep, Heb. ii 
14, the bride of Christ was formed, Eph. v. 25-27. 

" The rib," v. 22.— Lit., flank or side. 

**Made he a woman" v. 22. — Lit., builded he into a 
woman. Col. ii 7 ; 1 Pet. ii 4, 5. 

** Shall a man leave" v. 24. — These words are quoted 
in Matt. ziz. 5 by our Lord as of divine authority — i^., as 
inspired, 

CHAPTER IIL 

The temptation and fall of man. The judg- 
ment. The woman's seed the hope of the 
Church. The expulsion. The cherubim in 
Eden. 

The temptation. — (v. 1) " Now the serpent was more subtil 
than any beast of the field which the Lord Qod had made. 
And he said unto the woman. Yea, hath God said, Ye shall 
not eat of every tree of the garden ? ^v. 2) And the woman 
said unto the serpent. We may eat of the fruit of the trees 
of the garden : (v. 3) But of the fruit of the tree which 
is in the midst of the garden, God hath said. Ye shall not 
eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die : (v. 4) And 
the serpent said unto tne woman. Ye shall not surely die: 
(v. 5) For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, 
then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, 
knowing good and evil, (v. 6) And when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant 
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to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she 
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and caye also unto 
her husband with her ; and he did eat. (v. 7) And the 
eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made 
themselves aprons." 

THe Judgment.— (v. 8) '*And they heard the voice of the 
Lord Qod walking in the garden in the cool of the day : and 
Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 
Lord Gkxl amonp^st the trees of the garden, (v. 9)And 
the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him. Where 
art thou ? (v. 10) And he said, I heard thy voice in the 
garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked ; and I hid 
myself, (v. 11) And he said, Who told thee that thou wast 
naked ? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded 
thee that thou shouldest not eat ? (v. 12) And the man 
said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she 
cave me of the tree, and I did eat. (v. 13) And the Lord 
God said unto the woman. What is this that thou hast 
done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, 
and I did eat." 

(a) On the serpent.— (v. 14) "And the Lord God said unto 
the serpent. Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed 
above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon 
thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days 
of thy life : (v. 15) And / will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed ; it 
ihall bruise thy heady and thou shalt bruise his heel" 

(6) On the woman.— (v. 16) " Unto the woman he said, I 
will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception ; in 
sorrow thou shalt brinff forth children; and thy desire fiiaHl 
be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee." 

(c) On the man.— (v. 17) ''And unto Adam he said, 
Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, 
and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, 
saying. Thou shalt not eat of it : cursed is the ground for 
thy sake ; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of 
thy life ; (v. 18) Thorns also and thistles shall it bring 
forth to thee ; and thou shalt eat' the herb of the field ; 
(v. 19) In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till 
thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken*, 
for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou Tetocu. ^5* ^^ 
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And Adam called his wife's name Eve; because she was 
the mother of all liviug." 

Man clothed by Gk>d.-^y. 21 ) " Unto Adam also and to 
his wife did the Lord G<>d make coat8 of skins, and clothed 
&em." 

Man expelled from Eden.— (v. 22) "And the Lord God 
said, Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know good 
and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also 
of the tree of life, and eat and live for ever: (v. 23) There- 
fore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, 
to till the ground from whence he was taken, (v. 24) So 
he drove out the man ; and he placed at the east of the 
garden of Eden Cheruhims, and a flaming sword which 
turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.'* 



" The serpent^ v. 1. — Evidently, from v. 1 and 14, an 
animal, but also the Spirit of Evil in the animal. Kev. 
xii. 9, and John viii. 44, " a murderer, ^^ or a slayer of men. 

^* As gods, knowing" v. 5. — As God— the plural JElohim 
being frequently thus used, ch. i. 1. "Knowing good and 
evil," — from bitter experience of evil, Rom. iiL 20. 

" The voice of the Lord," v. 8. — Anthropomorphic repre- 
flentations, ch. ii. 2. 

" Thou art cursed,** t. 14. — The serpent alone is cursed 
directly. In man's case it falls on the ground, v. 17 ; 
Bom. viii. 20 ; or on a tree. Matt. zxi. 19. 

*^ I will put enmit//,** v. 15. — To be terminated only by 
the^'^a^ overthrow of Satan and evil, Rev. xii. 9 and 11. 
This is the first prophecy. 

^^ It shall bruise thy head," v. 15. — It (rather He) shall 
bruise Satan finally, Heb. ii. 14 ; Rom. xvi. 20 ; Col. ii. 
14, 15. The Romish version, after the Vulgate, reads 
the: but this is incorrect, as the verb is masculine, 

" Thou shalt bruise his heel," v. 15. — Fulfilled in the 
sufferings of Gethsemane. Matt. xxvi. 36 ; John xii. 27. 

^^ Eve," V. 20 = Life. — Not so much because all are de- 
scended from her, as because by her offspring (seed, v. 15) 
"all shall be made alive" ; Rom. v, 18, 19 ; 1 Tim. ii. 15. 
(Child-bearing— rather, the birth of a chikl). Isai. ix. 6, 

" Coats of skins** v. 21 — taken from animals offered in 
sacrifice ; Rom. xiiL 14 ; 2 Cor. v. 21. The flesh of 
animals was not then eaten ; ch. ix. 4. 
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•* One qfui,'* v. 22-^ue,, "« CkMl " (Elohim), r. 6— know- 
ing good and evil See also oh. i. 1 and 26. 

" There/ore^'* v. 23. — Qod in mercy drove them out of 
Eden, lest a sinner should become immortal (v. 22), and 
thus sin be eternal, 

•* Chervhime** v. 24. — Bepresenting probably the Son of 
Man (and in Him the members of his body— 1 John v. 20 ; 
Eph. V. 30) keeping the way of the tree of Life; John xiv. 6 ; 
Bev. xxii. 14 See also Appendix C. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Birth of Gam and Abel. The first recorded 
saorifioe. Death of Abel. Gain's descend- 
ants. Seth bom. 

The birth of Cain and AbeL~(v. 1) <<And Adam knew 
Eye his wife ; and she conceived, and bare (7am, and said, 
I have gotten a man from the Lord. (v. 2) And she again 
bare his brother A bel. And Abel was a keeper of skeep, 
bnt Cain was a tiller of the ground." 

The flnt recorded saorifloe.— (v. 3) "And in process of 
time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of 
the ground an offering unto the Lord. (v. 4) And Abel, 
he also brought of the ftrstlingx of hie flock and of the fat 
thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his 
offering: (v. 5) But unto Cain and to his offering he had 
not respect. And Cain was very wroth, and his counten- 
ance fell. (v. 6) And the Lord said unto Caiu, Why art 
thou wroth ? and why is thy countenance fallen ? (v. 7) 
If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted ? and if thou 
doest not well, sin lieth at the door. Ana unto thee shall be 
his desire^ and thou shalt rule over him." 

Murder of Abel.--(v. 8) " And Cain talked with Abel nis 
brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, 
that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him." 

Judgment on Cain.— (v. 9) "And the Lord said unto 
Cain, Where is Abel thy brother 1 And he said, I know 
not: Am I my brother's keeper? (v. 10) And he said. 
What hast thou done? tlie voice of thy brother's blood 
crieth unto me from the ground, (v. 11) And now art 
thou cursed ff^om the earthy which hath opened het m^vv^k 
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to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand ; (v. 12) 
When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield 
unto thee her strength ; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt 
thou be in the earth." 

Cain's remonstrance.— (v. 13) " And Cain said unto the 
Lord, My punishment is greater than I can bear. (v. 14) 
Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of 
the earth ; and/ro»i thy face shall I be hid ; and I shall 
be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth ; and it shall 
come to pass, that every one that Rndeth me shall day me. 
(v. 15) And the Lord said unto him, Therefore whosoever 
slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold. 
And the Lord set a mark upon Cain, lest any finding him 
should kill him.'' 

The family of Cain.— (v. 16) "And Cain went out from 
the presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on 
the east of Eden. (v. 17) And Cain knew his wife; 
and she conceived, and bare Enoch: and he huilded a city^ 
and called the name of the city, after the name of his son, 
Enoch, (v. 18) And unto Enoch was born Irad : and Irad 
begat Mehujael: and Mehujael begat Methusael: and 
Methusael begat Lamech. (v. 19) And Lamech took unto 
him two wives : the name of the one was Adah, and the 
name of the other Zillah. (v. 20) And Adah bare Jahal: 
he was the father of such as dwell in tents, and of 
such as have cattle, (v. 21) And his brother's name was 
Jvhal: he was the father of all such as handle the harp 
and organ, (v. 22) And Zillah, she also bare Tubal-cain, 
an instructer of every artificer in brass and iron : and the 
sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah." 

Sword Song of Lamech. — (v. 23) "And Lamech said unto 
his wives, 

Adah and Zillah, Hear my voice; 

Ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my speech : 

For / have slain a man to my wounding, 

And a young man to my hurt, 
(v. 24) If Cain shall be avenged sevenfold. 

Truly Lamech seventy and seven fold." 

The Dirth of Seth.— (v. 25) " And Adam knew his wife 

again ; and she bare a son, and called his name Seth : Eor 

God, said she, hath appointed me another seed instead of 

Abel, whom Cain slew. (v. 26) And to Seth, to him also 
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there was bom a son ; and he called his name Enos : then 
began men to call upon the name of the Lord." 

** Cain^ V. 1 = Pouession. — The sense may be either "/ 
have gotten a man from the Lord " — i.e., by means of, — or 
** / have gotten a man— the Lord/' as though she regarded 
Cain as the promised ^^seed of the woman^^; ch. iii. 15 ; 
Gal iv. 4. 

**Abel"Y, 2.— Vapour = nothingness. 

** Sheep/' V, 2.— -Including sheep and goats, not for their 
flesh (see iii. 21), but for the milk and wool. The Ixx. 
reads here, ''a shepherd of sheep.'' Heb. xiii. 20, and 
John X. 11. 

*^ An offering" v. 3. — Minchah, an acknowledgment of 
gratitade to God for his gifts, &c., but not of sin in him- 
self ; Lev. ii. 

" Of the firstlings of his flock" v. 4. — Not only the best he 
had (Mai. i. 8), but a confession of sin, and an expression 
of faith in the Lamb whose blood was shed from the 
foundation of the world ; Rev. xiii. 8 ; Heb. xi. 4. 

" The Lord had respect" v. 4. — Accepted it ; the accept- 
ance haviug been indicated, probably, as in 1 Ks. xviii. 
38, by fire ; Heb. xi. 6. 

" Sin lieth at the door" v. 7, — Either sin crouches, like 
a wild beast, waiting to sprinc on him who yields to it; 
or, a sin ofering (a sheep or a lamb) lieth at the door of 
your tent, by offering which pardon may be had. In 
many places the word here used is rendered by sin offering ^ 
or must be so explained. See Hos. iv. 8; Heb. ix. 23. 

" Unto thee shall be his desire" v. 7. — His desire — that 
is, A beVsy looking up to Cain as an elder brother. Or its 
desire — that is, sin^Sy for sin desires to slay its victims ; 
Luke xxii. 31. The former seems more correct. 

" Thy brother^s blood" v. 10. — Crying for vengeance. 
The blood of Jesus speaks " better things " ; H eb. xii. 24. 

** Cursed Jrom the earth" v. 11. — Probably cursed and 
banished from the land in which Adam and his family 
dwelt. See v. 14. 

" And Cain said" v. 13. — Cain here specifies four par- 
ticulars showing the severity of his punishment — (1) drvv^\i 
from the land, v. 11^ 14; (2) driven from lYie laox^^ids.^^ 



22 VOTES ON OJENESIS, 

▼. 14; (3) a vagabond or wanderer, v. 14; and (4) liable to 
be slain, v. 14. 

" Set a mark upon CaiUy* v. 15. — Gave a sign or token to 
Cain. In ch. ix. 13 the same word is translated token. 
No mark was set on Cain, but a sign was given to satisfy 
him he should not be slain. 

" From the presence of the Lord^ v. 16. — Perhaps the 
presence of the Lord in the cherubim (ch. iii. 24) is intended. 
See " Blunfs Coincidences/' p. 9. See also Jonah i. 3, and 
Ps. xcvi. 8. 

" Land of Nody' v. 16. — The word Nod means wander- 
ing. The meaning seems to be, dwelt in the land of his 
exUe. 

^^ Enoch" V. 17= Dedicated, — Compare, for identical or 
similar names in the family of Seth, ch. v. 18-26. 

** He huilded a cvtVy* v. 17 = began to buUd. — Probably 
huts made of boughs, or mud cabins, in early times, and 
even now, common in the East ; Job. iv. 19; xxiv. 16. 

" Lamech/' v. 19. — This is the first instance of polygamy. 
Adah, the first (chief) wife, means beauty. ZillaJij the 
second wife, shadow, 

^^Jabalf* V. 20 = flowing, — Increasing, like a stream as 
it flows, in wealth of cattle, &c. So Tubal-cain (v. 22) 
means the flowing out of Cain. 

" The father/^ v. 20. — He invented tents, and pastured 
the cattle round them. The first who introduced the 
nomad life. 

^^Jvhal/' V. 21, — i.e.f m/usict or flovmig. See v. 20. 

^* Harp and organ," v. 21. — The ^*harp" the simplest 
form of stringed instruments; the " organ,* most probably 
like the panpipe of the Greeks, reeds of unequal length 
and thickness. 

** In brass and iron,** v. 22.— Either bronze (copper and 
tin) or copper. Before this weapons were probably of 
flint, wood, or bone. 

"/ have slain a man,** v. 23. — The translation in the 
text is in accord with the Ixx. (Greek), the Vulgate (Latin), 
and the Syriac. The meaning is: I have slain a man who 
wounded me, and a young man who hurt me (one person 
only, the second clause being parallel to the first) ; there- 
fore, if Cain, who committed murder, was to be avenged 
sevenfold^ Lamech, who only slew in self-defence, should 
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be avenged seventy and seven fold. See also margiiL 
This Sword Song of Lamech is the earliest specimen af 
poetry extant, and indi<!ates a consciousness of power n 
Lamech on account of the formidaMe weapons invented by 
his son (v. 22). 

^^Seth," V. 26 = Foundationy—trom the verb to place er 
appoint. 

" Enos" V. 26 = Man in misery and weakness. 

** To call upon the narne of the Lord,^* v. 26.— From a 
consciousness of weakness (see preceding note). The family 
of Seth began to look to the Lord for strength, or, as in 
margin, to call themselves by his name ; James ii 7. 

CHAPTEK V. 

Genealogy of the Fatriarohs of Seth's line. 

Tlia Patriardis from Adam to Enooh.— (v. 1) *' This is th9 
hook of the generations of Adam. In the day that God 
created man, in the likeness of God made he him ; (v. 2) 
Male and female created he them ; and blessed them, and 
called their name Adam, in the day when they were 
created, (v. 3) And Adam lived an hundred and thirty 
years, and begat a son in his own likeness, after his image; 
and ccUled his name Seth : (v. 4) And the days of Adam 
after he had begotten Seth were eight hundred years : and 
he begat sons and daibghters : (v. 5) And all the days that 
Adam lived were nine hundred and thirty years: and he 
died. (v. 6) And Seth lived an hundred and five years, and 
begat Enos: (v. 7) And Seth lived after he begat Enos eight 
hundred and seven years, and begat sons and daughters: 
(v. 8) And all the days of Seth were nine hundred and 
twelve years: and he died. (v. 9) And Enos lived ninety 
years, and begat Cainan : (v. 10) And Enos lived after lie 
begat Cainan eight hundred and fifteen years, and begat 
sons and daughters: (v. 11) And all the days of Enos were 
nine hundred and five years : and he died. (v. 12) And 
Cainan lived seventy years, and begat Mahalaleel: (v. 13) 
And Cainan lived after he begat Mahalaleel eight hundred 
and forty years, and begat sons and daughters: (v. 14) And 
all the days of Cainan were nine hundred and ten years? 
and he died. (v. 15) And Mahalaleel lived sixty and five 
years, and begat «/ar66^; (v. 16) And Mahalaleel U.v^<i'di\«t 
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he begat Jared eight hundred and thirty years, and begat 
sons and daughters: (v. 17) And all the days of Mahalaleel 
were eight hundred ninety and five years : and he died. 
(y. 18) And Jared lived an hundred sixty and two years, 
and he be^t Enoch: (v. 19) And Jared lived after he begat 
Enoch ei^t hundred years, and begat sons and daughters: 
(v. 20) And all the days of Jared were nine hundred sixty 
and two years : and he died." 

Tlie translation of Enoch.— (v. 21) "And Enoch lived sixty 
and five years, and begat Methuselah : (v. 22) And Enoch 
walked with God after he begat Methuselah three hundred 
years, and begat sons and daughters : (v. 23) And all the 
aays of Enoch were three hundred sixty and five years : 
(y. 24) And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; 
for Ood took him." 

From Enoch to Noah.— (y. 25) *'And Methuselah lived an 
hundred eighty and seven years, and begat Lamech: (v. 26) 
And Methuselah lived after he begat Lamech seven hun- 
dred eighty and two years, and begat sons and daughters: 
(y. 27) And all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred 
sixty and nine years: and he died. (v. 28) And Lamech 
lived an hundred eighty and two years, and begat a son: 
(v. 29) And he called his name Noah^ saying. This same 
shall comfort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, 
because of the ground which the Lord hath cursed, (v. 30) 
And Lamech lived after he begat Noah five hundred ninety 
and five years, and begat sons and daughters: (v. 31) Ana 
all the days of Lamech were seven hundred seventy and 
seven years: and he died. (v. 32) And Noah was five 
hundred years old : and Noah begat Shem^ Ham, and 
Japheth.** 

" The hook of the generations of Adam," v. 1. — This is 
the second of the eleven Toledoth — see ch. ii. 4. These 
Books begin with Adam the first man, and the Fall, and 
extend onwards through Shem, Abraham, Jacob (ch. 
xxxvii. 2), to the Book of the generations of Jesus Christ 
{the second man\ and the recovery (Matt. i. 1) "from 
creation, through Christ, into eternity." — Bp. Wordsworth, 
ad locum, 

" And called his name Seth" v. 3. — The family of Cain 
is here omitted, and the line of Seth only is followed. 



s 
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robably as being that of the promised seed; on. iii. 16 ; 
al. iv. 4. 

'* In his oion likeness" v. 3. — .Not as in ch. L 26, but 
now, in that of his fallen father. 

" And he begat sons and daughters" v. 4. — Not all (zfter 
the birth of Seth, but most probably matiT/ of them fong 
before ; see iv. 14, 15, 17. The names are omitted in en. 
iv. and v., because the object of the sacred writer is not 
to give a history of the human race, but only of the 
Church of Ood. 

" Cainan/' v. 9 = Possession. — See ch. iv, 1. 

" MahcUaleel" v. 12 := Mahalal-eel — the praise of God. 

" Jared,** v. 16 = DescerUf or he shall descend, 

" Enoch/* V. 18 = Dedicated,— See Jude 14. 

" Methitselah" v. 21 = The man of sending forth 
(Wordsworth) ; or, his death shall send (Hales), Nothing 
is said of Enoch's piety until after the birth o/ Methuselah. 
Some think he was not godly till then, — see v. 22. 
"Walked with God after he begat Methuselah," 

" For Ood took him/* v. 24. — Evidently translated with- 
out death, like Elijah ; 2 Ks. ii., and Heb. xi. 5. These 
translations not only prove the reality of a home beyond 
the skies (to which they were taken, as in Acts i. 9-11) 
and the immortality of the soiU, but also that intimations 
of both are to be found early in the Old Testament. 

" Noah," V. 29 = Rest or comfort,— MaXt, xi. 28. In 
ch. viii. 21, the words " sweet savour " are, as in margin, 
savour of rest; the word Nuach = Noah, being always 
used, — a savour of Noach; for true rest is to be found 
only in the sacrifice of God's Son for the ungodly. Isai. 
liiL 6, 6, 10 ; Matt. iii. 17 ; Isai. xlii. 21. 

"Shem, Ham, and Japheth" v. 32. — Japheth was the 
eldest son, ch. x. 2-21 ; see also 1 Chrou. i. 4, 6, where 
Japheth's genealogy v& first given. 

On the Chronology, see Appendix D, 

CHAPTER VI. 

Wiokedness of the World. Generations of 
Noah. The order is given to prepare the 
Ark. 

Increase of wlckednesB.— (v. 1) " And it cam^ \^ ^^s»^ 
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when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and 
daughters were born unto them, (v. 2) That tho gona of 
QoaBSiW the daughters of men that they were fair ; and 
they took them wives of all which they chose, (v. 3) And 
the Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, 
for that he also is flesh : yet his days shall be an hundred 
and twenty years, (v. 4) There were giants in the earth in 
those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came 
ill unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to 
them, the same became mighty men which were of old, 
men of renown." 

A flood announced.— (v. 5) ^'And God saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually, (v. 6) And it repented the Lord that he had 
niaiie man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart, 
(v. 7) And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have 
created from the face of the earth ; both man, and beast, 
and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the air ; for it 
repenteth me that I have made them. (v. 8) But Noah 
found grace in the eyes of the Lord." 

Tlie generations of Noah.— (v. 9) ** These axe the genera- 
tions of Noah : Noah was a just man and perfect in his 

Fenerations, and Noah walked with God. (v. 10) And 
l^oah begat three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth." 
Deepening Corruption.— (v. 11) "The earth also was cor- 
rupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence, 
(v. 12) And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it 
was corrupt ; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the 
earth, (v. 13) And God said unto Noah, The end of all 
flesh is come before me: for the earth is filled with vioieuce 
through them ; and, behold, I will destroy them with the 
eaarth.^' 

An Ark to be made.— (v. 14) " Make thee an ark of gopher 
wood; rooms shalt thou make in the ark, and shalt pitch 
it within and "without with pitch, (v. 15) And this is the 
fashion which thou shalt make it of : The length of the ark 
shall be three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty cubits, 
and the height of it thirty cubits, (v. 16) A window shalt 
thou make to the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish 
it above ; and the door of the ark shalt thou set in the side 
thereof : with lower, second, and third stories shalt thou 



NOTES ON 0ENE8I3, 27 

make it. {v, 17) And, behold, I, even I, do hnnf^ a flood 
of waters rpon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is 
the breath of life, from under heaven ; and every thing 
that is in the earth shall die/' 

The oorenaat witb Noa2L-(v. 18) <' But with thee will I 
establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, 
thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with 
thee. (y. 19) And of every living thing of all flesh, two 
of every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them 
alive with thee; they shall be male and female, (v. 20) Of 
fowls after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of 
eyery creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of 
every sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive, (v. 21) 
And take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou 
shalt gather it to thee ; and it shall be for food for thee, 
and for them. (v. 22) Thus did Noah ; according to all 
that God commanded him, so did he.'' 

''Sons ofOod," y. 2.--The children of Seth, who " called 
themselves by the name of the Lord"— ch. iv. 26 ; margin ; 
1 John iii. 2—" daughters of men" being of the line of 
Cain, which had been gradually becoming more corrupt; 
ch. iy. 21-24. 

" Yet his days" v. 3. — A respite of 120 years was to be 
giyeu before the flood should drown " the world of the un- 
godly " — " while the ark was a preparing " ; 1 Pet. iii. 20. 

" There were giants" y. 4.— Evidently before these inter- 
marriagesy y. 2, and therefore not their offspring. The 
word here translated giants, nephilimy comes from the yerb 
to fall. The meaning foUlen, or apostates, may be more 
correct than giants. In Numb. xiii. 33 the same word is 
laed for some of the Canaanites, long after all the offspring 
from these marriages had been destroyed by the flood. 

"It repented the Lord" y. 6. — Human sentiments are 
attributed to the Almighty more frequently in the earlier 
than in the later books of Scripture. See ch. ii. 3, and 

UL Q, 

" The generations of Noah" y. 9. — This is the third 
sepher toledoth. See ch. ii. 4 ; and Introdt(ction, p. 8. 

*' Perfect in his generations" v. 9. — Perfect is heio 
sincere, as in ch. xxv. 27 ; James iii. 2. The word for 
generations is not the one used la the pt^t^^^vii^ 0^\>aft ^ 
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it means here^ among those of his time— a light among 
the perverse ; PhiL iL 15, 16 ; 2 Pet iL 5. 

" An cork of gopher vood/' v. 14. — The word for ark is 
found only here and in Exod. iL 3 and 5 ; a different word 
is usdd for the Ark of the Covenant ; Exod. xxv. 10. 
Gopher wood — probably the cypress, fonnd in Syria. 

" The length of the ark," v. 15.— It is stated to have 
been about the size of the Great Eastern — 525 ft. long, 
87 ft. broad, 52 ft. high ; the figures for the latter being — 
6S0, 83, and 58. It was able to contain 7000 distinct 
species. — Sp, Com, 

*M window,'' V. 16. — ^The word here used is not the same 
as in ch. viii 2 ; it is tsohar, and signifies ^^^^rA^— the open- 
ings for this purpose running each for a cubit long under 
the top of the deck of the ark. It is here a collective 
noun — light — and includes all the openings for the purpose 
of giving light. 

" J(y covenant,** v. 18. — Here a promise of preservation 
and safety on God's part, but on the implied coudition of 
faith and obedience on Noah's part 

CHAPTER VII. 

The Flood. Noah enters the Ark. 

The saved of men and animals. — (v. 1) ^* And the Lord 
said uuto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; 
for thee have I seen righteous before me in this genera- 
tion, (v. 2) Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee 
bt/ sevens, the male and his female; and of beasts that are 
not clean by two, the male and his female, (v. 3) Of fowls 
also of the air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep 
seed alive upon the face of all the earth, (v. 4) For ^et seven 
day 8^ and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days 
and forty nights ; and every living substance that I have 
made will I destroy from off the face of the earth, (v. 5) 
And Noah did according unto all that the Lord commanded 
him. (v. 6) And Noah was six hundred years old when 
the flood of waters was upon the earth." 

Noah enters the Ark.— (v. 7) " And Noah went in, and 
his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him, into 
the ark, because of the waters of the flood, (v. 8) Of clean 
beasts, and of beasts that are not clean, and of fowls, and 
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of every thing that creepeth upon the earth, (v. 9) There 
went in two and two unto Noah into the ark, the mode and 
the femcUef as God had commanded Noah. (v. 10) And it 
came to pass after seven days, that the waters of the flood 
were upon the earth." 

Tlie Flood begins.— (v. 11) "In the six hundredth year of 
Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of 
the mouth, the same day were all the fountains of the great 
deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened, 
(v. 12) And the rain was upon the earth forty days and 
forty nights, (v. 13) In the selfsame day entered Noah, and 
Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah's 
wife, and the three wives of his sons with them, into the 
ark ; (v. 14) They, and every beast after his kind, and idl 
the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing that 
creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl after 
his kind, every bird of every sort. (v. 16) And they went 
in unto Noah into the ark, two a7idt200 of all flesh, wherein 
is the breath of life. (v. 16) And they that went in, went 
in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded 
him: and the Lord shut him in. (v. 17) And the flood was 
forty days upon the earth ; and the waters increased, and 
bare up the ark, and it was lift up above the earth, (v. 18) 
And tne waters prevailed, and were increased greatly upon 
the earth ; and the ark went upon the face of the waters, 
(v. 19) And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the 
earth ; and all the high hills, that were under the whole 
heaven, were covered, (v. 20) Fifteen cubits upward did 
the waters prevail ; and the mountains were covered, 
(v. 21) And all flesh died that moved upon the earth, both 
of fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth, and evejy man : (v. 22; 
All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was 
ia the dry laud, died. (v. 23) And every living substance 
was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both 
man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of 
the heaven ; and they were destroyed from the earth : and 
Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him 
iu the ark. (v. 24) And the waters prevailed upon the 
earth an hundred and fifty days." 

•* And the Lord said}^ v. 1. — The directioiA \\i <Jq- Vv 
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14-21 had been given 120 years before the period row 
arrived at. The flood is close at hand at the opening of 
ch. vii., and fuller instructions are given. — Sp. Com, 

" Have I seen righteous" v. 1. — This seems to be said in 
explanation of the salvation of his house — ** thee and aU thy 
house," Ezek. xiv. 14, 20; Heb. xi. 7. 

^'By sevens," v. 2 = seven pairs of clean, one pair cf un- 
clean. No creatures were taken in but those which paired. 

** Yet seven days" v. 4, — See on Sabbath, Appendix B. 

^^ And Noah went in," v. 7. — A week before the fiood 
began, v. 10. 

" The second month," v. 11. — ^About November — ^the 
rainy season. 

" The fountains of the great deeply, 11. — ^The waters 
coming from beneath as well as from above (ch. i. 6). The 
former, perhaps, by submerging the land. 

*^ Forty days," v. 12. — On the number forty, see Lev. 
xii. 4; 1 Sam. xvii. 16; Jonah iii. 4; Ezek. iv. 6; Deut 
ix. 9, 18; 1 Ks. xix. 8; Matt iv. 2; and Acts i. 3. 

** The self same day," v. 13. — All entered on the same day 
(see V 7, 9), a week before the flood began. 

** The flood was forty days," v. 17. — The fountains and 
the rain continued to produce the water for forty days 
(v. 11). See V. 24, and viii. 5, 13. 

^^ Fifteen cubits upward," v. 20, — Evidently 15 cubits, 
or 25 to 28 feet above the mountains. 

" The breath of life," v. 22. — In ch. ii. 7 the Hebrew is 
nXshmath chayim — breath of lives; here it is nishmath ruach 
chayim — breath of the spirit of lives. The word neshamah 
(or nishmath) is never used of any but man or Ood (Prov. xx. 
27; Isai. ii. 22; xxx. 33; xlii. 5; and Ivii. 16, &c.) In 
this passage it is used of man, see v. 21 — every man ; 
all in whose nostrils is the breath of life — in reference to 
ch. ii. 7. 

^^ Destroyed from the earth," v. 23.— That Ijie flood was 
universal was generally held until recently. Dr. Pye 
Smith and many others hold that it was only local. The 
following reasons for this view are urged: — 1. The human 
family had not spread through the world until after the 
flood (ch. X. 32; xi. 1, 8). 2. The words, all the earthy 
under the whole heavens, are frequently used of a portion 
only of the earth. See Jer. Ii. 7, 25, 49; Dan. ii. 39; Acts 
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ii. 5; CoL 1 5S3. 3. The human family was before the 
flood apparently few in numbers. Noah was 600 years 
old, and yet his family numbered only eight persons; and 
as the flood came on the world of the ungodly (2 Pet. ii. 5), 
a flood over all the earth would not be needed. 

CHAPTER Vni. 

The Ark rests in Ararat. Termination of the 
Flood. Noah and his family offer saorifioe. 

Decrease of waters.— (v. 1) " And Ood remembered Noah, 
and every living thing, and all the cattle that was with him 
in the ark: and God made a wind to pass over the earth, 
and the waters asswaged ; (v. 2) The lountains also of the 
deep and the windows of heaven were stopped^ and the rain 
from heaven was restrained ; (v. 3) And the waters re- 
turned from off the earth continually: and after the end 
of the hnndred and fifty days the waters were abated.*' 

The Ark In Ararat.— (v. 4) " And the ark rested in the 
Mventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, upon 
the m.ountain8 of Ararat, (v. 5) And the waters decreased 
continually until the tenth month: in the tenth month, on 
the first day of the month, were the tops of the mountains 
seen. (v. 6) And it came to pass at the end of forty days, 
that Noah opened the windmo of the ark which he had 
made: (v. 7) And he sent forth a raven, which went forth 
to and fro, until the waters were dried up from off the 
earth, (v. 8) Also he sent forth a dove from him, to see if 
the waters were abated from off the face of the ground; 
(v. 9) But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot, 
and she returned uuto him into the ark, for the waters 
were on the face of the whole earth: then he put forth his 
hand, and took her, and pulled her in unto him into the 
ark. (v. 10) And he stayed yet other seven days: and 
again he sent forth the dove out of the ark ; (v 11) And 
the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her 
mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that 
the waters were abated from off the earth, (v. 12) And 
be Btayed yet other seven days ; and sent forth the dove ; 
which returned not again unto him any more. ^^. ^^^ ^^riA 
it came to pass in the six hundredth and ^rst ^eSiX^m \^^ 
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first month, the first day of the mouth, the waters were 
dried up from off the earth; and Noah removed the 
covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of 
the ground was dry. (v. 14) And in the second month, on 
the seven and twentieth day of the month, was the earth 
dried, (v. 15) And God spake unto Noah, saying, (v. 16) 
Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy sons, and 
thy sons' wives with thee. (v. 17) Bring forth with thee 
every living thing that is \vith thee, of all flesh, both of 
fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping thing that creep- 
eth upon the earth ; that they may breed abundantly in 
the earth, and be fruitful, and multiply upon the earth.'' 

Noah leaves the Ark.— (v. 18) "And Noah went forth, 
and his sons, and his wife, and his sons' wives with him: 
(v. 19) Every beast, every creeping thing, and every fowl, 
and whatsoever crcepeth upon the earth, after their kinds, 
went forth out of the ark." 

Noah*B sacrlfLce. — (v. 20) And Noah huilded an altar unto 
the Lord; and took of every clean beast, and of every clean 
fowl, and offered burnt offerings on the altar, (v. 21) And 
the Lord smelled a sweet savour ; and the Lord said in his 
heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's 
sake ; for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his 
youth ; neither will I again smite any more every thing 
living, as I have done. (v. 22) While the earth remaineth, 
seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and 
winter, and day and night shall not cease." 

" God remer/ihered" v. 1. — He had been 150 days shut 
up at this time, ch. vii. 24. 

" Windows of heaven were stopped,'^ v. 2. — A wind dis- 
persed the clouds, and the rain ceased ; the waters, there- 
fore, ceased to increase, 

" Were abated," v. 3. — Began to abate. 

" In the seventh month,* v. 4 — On the 17th day of the 
seventh month (1) the Ark rested on Ararat ; (2) the 
Israelites crossed the Jordan; (3) Christ rose from the 
grave. — Sp. Com. 

^^ Mountains of Ararat," v. 4 — Evidently not Mount 
Ararat, which is 17,000 feet high, but the high lands of 
Armenia, Elsewhere the word Ararat is translated by 
Armenia; 2 Ks. xix. 37, &c. 
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*' 77ie vnndow of the Ark,* v. 6. — Not that referred to in 
ch. vi. 16. See note. The word here used is chaHon, 
meaning a ncarow mndoWf Josh. ii. 15, 18-21 ; 1 Kjl 
vL 4, &C. 

** Sent forth a raven^" v. 7. — This bird being uDclean, 
and ravenous, might rest on the carcases of aoimalB float- 
ing on the waters. 

"Sent forth a dove," v. 8. — This bird was clean, and 
rests only on dn/ places, and feeds onlj on grain. 

"Jri olive leaf," v. 11. — The olive tree lives more 
healthily under water than most other trees, —Sp, Com. 
It grows oTiJv on plains, hence the waters must hare 
passed from the low country also. 

"iri the second mmUh,^* v. 14. — The chronology of the 
flood is as follows : — 

On the 17th of 2nd mouth the Flood began ... ch. vii U. 
The rain lasted 40 days ... ... ... „ 12. 

The waters prevail for 150 days (including 

the 40) ... ... ... ... ch. yiii, 3. 

On the 17th of 7th month the Ark rested ... „ 4. 
On the 1st of 10th month mountain tops 

visible „ 6. 

On the 27th of 2nd month the earth dried ... „ 14. 
{In all one year and 10 days.) 

^^BuUded an altar, ^ v. 20. — The first time an altao' is 
mentioned in Scripture. 

" And offered burnt offerings!^ v. 20. — Noah, as head of 
the family, was priest. Before the Levitical sacrifices 
were appoiuted (Lev. i.-viL) the burnt offering served for 
all purposes ; Job i. 5. 

" A sweet savour i' v. 21. — A savour of rest (Nuach or 
Noah), ch. v. 29. 

" The Lord said," v. 21.— Noah offered not to God 
(Elohim) as Creator, but to the Lord (Jehovah) as Re- 
deemer; ch. ii. 4; Eev. xiii. 8. 

^'Seed time and harvest," v. 22. — The order— beginning 
at Tizri (September) — is, seed-time, winter, cold, harvest, 
sum,fner, heat; two months for each of the six seasons. — 
Jamieson and Fatcsset. . . 



84 NOTES ON GENESIS. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Ood's Covenant with Noah. The Bainbow ap- 
pointed to be its token. Noah's propheoy. 

Noah'B Wesslng.— (v. 1) "And Qod blessed Noah and his 
sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 
replenish the earth, (y. 2) And the fear of you and the 
dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and 
upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the 
earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea ; into your hand 
are they delivered, (v. 3) Every moving- thing that liveth 
shall he meat for you; even as the green herb have I given 
you all things, (v. 4) But flesh with the life thereof which 
is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat. (v. 5) And surely 
your blood of your lives will I require ; at the hand of 
every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man ; ^t 
the hand of every man's brother will I require the life of 
man. (v. 6) Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed: for in the image of Ood made he man. 
(v. 7) And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply ; bring forth 
abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein." 

The covenant and its token.— (v. 8) " And God spake unto 
Noah, and to his sons with him, saying, (v. 9) And I, 
behold, / establish my covenarU vnth you, and with your 
seed after you ; (v. 10) And with every living creature that 
is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast 
of the earth with you ; from all that go out of the ark, to 
every beast of the earth, (v. 11) And I will establish my 
covenant with you: neither shall all flesh be cut off any 
more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more 
be a flood to destroy the earth, (v. 12) And God said. This 
is the token of the covenant which I make between me and 
you and every living creature that is with you, for perpetual 
generations : (v. 13) / do set my bow in the cloud, and it 
shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth, 
(v. 14) And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud 
over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud: 
(v. 15) And I will remember my covenant, which is be- 
tween me and you and every living creature of aU flesh ; 
and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all 
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flesb, (v. 16) And the bow shall be in the cloud ; and I 
will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting 
coTenant between God and every living creature of aU 
flesh that is upon the eaith. (v. 17) And God said unto 
Koah, This is the token of the covenant, which I have 
established between me and all flesh that is upon the 
earth." 

The sons of HoalL--(v. 18) "And the sons of Noah, that 
went forth of the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: 
and Ham is the father of Canaan, (v. 19) These are the 
three sons of Noah: and of them was the whole earth 
overspread." 

Noab's xnroplieoy.— (v. 20) ''And Noah began to he an 
htisbandman, and he planted a vineyard, (v. 21) And he 
drank of the wine, and was drunke7i; and he was un- 
covered within his tent. (v. 22) And Ham, the father of 
Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two 
brethren without, (v. 23) And Shem and Japheth took 
a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went 
backward, and covered the nakedness of their father ; and 
their faces were backward, and they saw not their father's 
nakedness, (v. 24) And Noah awoke from his wine, and 
knew what his younger son had done uuto him. (v. 25) 
And he said, Cursed be Canaan ; a servant of servants 
shall he be unto his brethren, (v. 26) And he said. Blessed 
be the LordOod of Shem; and Canaa/n shall be his servant, 
(v. 27) Uod shaU enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the 
tents of Shem ; and Canaan shall be his servant, (v. 28) 
And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty 
years, (v. 29) And all the days of Noah were nine hun- 
dred and fifty years : and he died." 

'*0od blessed Noah^ v. 1.— "The dominion" (ch. i. 26) 
given to Adam was not fully restored to Noah. He was 
to rule by force, Adam's rule was to have been 6y love, 
to be restored only in Christ ; Psa. viii. 6-8 ; 1 Cor. xv. 27; 
Heb. ii. 7, 8 ; Col. iii. 10. 

" Meat for ^ou" v. 3. — Animal food was not prohibited 
before the flood ; now, however, permission is for the first 
time formally given. 

** Flesh with the life thereof" v. 4. — These words seem to 
prohibit eating either raw fleshy or fleah ciit or toru from a 
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living animcH, (Both may bare been done by the lawless 
before the flood.) 

" Which is the blood thereof y" Y. 4. — Blood was forbidden, 
for (1> it is the "circnlating principle of Hfe" — Lev. xyii. 
10, 11 — and therefore sacred to Hun who is the giver of 
life ; and (2) it foreshadowed the powring out of His soul ; 
Isai. liii. 12. 

" Of your lives/* y. 5. — Or, for your lives — i.e., in reqiUtal, 
or for their securitv. 

" Of every beast," v. 5. — As in Exod. xxL 28. 

**At the hand of many" v. 5. — Prohibiting thus suicide 
as weil as murder. 

" In the image of Oody* v. 6. — Created in God's image, 
man is to live after death. This life is thus only a time 
of probation, and to take man's life cuts off his hope of 
salvation — i.e., is the greatest injury that can be done. 
From these words spoken thus 1656 years after the fall, 
it is evident that Grod's image in man is only marred, not 
wholly effaced; Jas. iii 9. 

*^ I establish my covenant,* v. 9. — Seven precepts were 
given to Noah— against (1) idolatry = star- worship ; (2) 
blasphemy ; (3) murder ; (4) certain marriages ; (5) rob- 
bery ; (6) impunity for malefactors ; (7) eating blood — see 
Acts XV. 20. On God's part— safety ; v. 10, 11. 

^* I do set my bow," v. 13 = / have set, — The rainbow 
existed before the flood. It was now appointed the token 
of €U>d's covenant ; Isai. liv. 9. 

"And Ham is the father of Canaan," y. 18. — ^This clause 
is introduced in order to show to the Hebrews that the 
Canaanites were from the beginning depraved, and so 
under a curse. See note, v. 24. 

*^ And of them" Y. 19. — Noah lived 300 years after the 
flood, but seems to have had no more sons. 

^* Beaan to be a httsbandman," v. 20,— a tiller of the 
ground, as Cain had been before ; ch. iv. 2 ; also Matt 
xxiv. 38. 

" Was drunken," v. 21.— Either in ignorance of the effect 
of wine, or from undue indulgence. From our Lord's 
words — Matt. xxiv. 38— "eating and drinking," it is most 
likely the use of wine was common before the flood. 

" His younger son," v. 24.— Lit., his little son. Not ffam. 
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but his grandton Canaan ; hence the reference to Canaan 
in this prophecy. See also note, ▼. 18. 

" Cursed be," v. 25. — There is no verb. This is a pro- 
pheouj not an imprecation / '^ ts '' is to be supplied, not 
^ be." The Patriarchs seemed to haTe uttered predictions 
as priestly heads of families ; ch. xliz., and John xL 49. 

" The Lord Ood of Shem," v. 26.— In Shem's line the 
promised seed was to be bom. 

" Canaan , . , his servant" v. 26, — fulfilled in the sub- 
jugation of the Canaanites, and in the degradation of the 
African and kindred races. 

"(7orf shall enlarge Japheth" ▼. 27,— fulfilled in the 
extension of the Roman and Grecian empires, and recently 
in the nations of Europe. 

•' Shall dwdl in the tents," ▼. 27.— Either Ood shall dtoeU 
(Shakany whence Shekinah) — fulfilled in Exod. %iv. 22 ; 
John i. 14 ; and more fully yet, Rev. xxi. 3 ; or Japheth 
shall c^K'e^^— fulfilled in the Roman occupation of Judea, 
and more recently in the English occupation of India, &c. 
— Jamieson and Fausset, 

The meaning, according to the Speaker^s Commentary, 
is that out of Shem's line salvation should proceed to the 
world ; Isai. lix. 20. 

There are thus four points in this prophecy : — 

1. The world to be divided among the sons of Noah, 

but Japheth's portion to be the largest. 

2. The knowledge of God to be preserved in Shem's 

line, and thence to be diffused. 

3. Japheth's descendants ultimately to dwell in Shem's 

tents, or to learn from them the knowledge of 
God. 

4. Canaan's descendants to be continually depressed. 

All four have certainly been fulfilled. — Sp. Com, 

CHAPTER X. 

Distribution of Noab's desoendants over the 
world. 

The generations of the sons of Noah.— (y. l) *< Now these 
are the generations of the sons of NoaJi, Shem^ Ham^ and 
Japheth : and unto them were boub 'bom Bi\>«t \)[i^ ^^^^r 
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The sons of JaphetiL— (v. 2) " The sms of Japheth; Oomer, 
and Magog, and Mada% and Javan, and Tvhai, and Metihech^ 
and Tiras. (v. 3) And the sons of Gomer ; Ashkenaz, and 
Biphath, and Togarmah. (v. 4) And the sons of Javan ; 
Etishahy and Tarshish, Kiitim, and Dodanira. (v. 5) By 
these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; 
every one after his toTigue^ after their families, in their 
nations." 

The sons of Ham.— (v. 6) "And the sons of Ham; Cw«A,and 
Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan, (v. 7) And the sons of 
Gush ; Seba, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and Baamah ; and 
Sabtechah : and the sons of Baamah ; Sheba, and Dedan. 
(v. 8) And Cti^h begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty 
one in the earth, (v. 9) He was a miorhty hunter before 
the Lord: wherefore it is said, Even as Nimrod the mighty 
hunter before the Lord. (v. 10) And th^ beginning of his 
kingdom was Bahel, and Erech, and Accad, and Galneh, in 
the land of Shiner, (v. 11) Out of that land went forth 
Asskur, and build ed Nineveh, and the city Behoboth, and 
Calah, (v. 12) And Besen between Nineveh and Galah: the 
same is a great city. (v. 13) And Mizraim begat Ludim, 
and Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim, (v. 14) And 
Pathrusim, aud Gasluhim, (out of whom came Philistim), 
and Caphtorim. (v. 16) And Gauaan begat Sidon his first- 
born, and Helh, (v. 16) And the Jebusite, and the Amorite, 
and the Girgasite, (v. 17) And the Hivite, and the Arkite, 
and the Sinite, (v. 18) And the Arvadite, and the Zemar- 
ite, and the Hamathite: and afterward were the families 
of the Ganaanites spread abroad, (v. 19) And the border 
of the Ganaanites was from Sidon, as thou comest to 
Gerar, unto Gaza; as thou goest, unto Sodom, and Go- 
morrah, and Admah, and Zeboim, even unto Lasha. (v. 20) 
These are the sons of Ham, after their families, after their 
tongues, in their countries, and in their nations." 

The sons of Shem.— (v. 21) " Unto Shem also, the father of 
all the children of Eber, the brother of Japheth the dder, 
even to him were children bom. (v. 22) The children oj 
Shem; Elam, and Asshur, and Arphxixad, and Lud^ and 
Aram. (v. 23) And the children of Aram ; Uz, and Hul> 
and Gether, and Mash. (v. 24) And Arphaxad begat 
Salah; and Salah begat Eber. (v. 25) And unto Eber 
were bom two sons : the name of one was PeLeg ; for in 
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his days was the earth divided ; and his brother's name 
was Joktan. (v. 26) And Joktan begat Almodad, and 
Sheleph, and Hazarmaveth, and Jeiah, (7. 27) And 
Hadoram, and Uzal, and Diklah, (v. 28) And Obal, and 
Abimael, and Sheba, (v. 29) And Ophir, and Havilah, and 
Jobab : all these were the sous of Joktau. (v. 30) And 
their dwelling was from Mesha, as thou goest uuto Sephar, 
a mount of the east. (v. 31) These are the sous of Shem, 
after their families, after their tongtbee, in their lands, after 
their nations, (v. 32) These are the families of the sons 
of Noah, after their generations, in their nations ; and by 
these were the nations divided in the earth after the flood.'' 



Ethnologloal Chart. 

" The sons of Noah" v. 1.— Shem = the Name (cb. ix. 26; 
Matt. 1, 23). Ham (or Cham) = heat. Japheth = enlarge- 
ment, ch. V, 29. 

** The sons of Japheth," v. 2-5.— (Europe, Asia Minor, 
and North Asia), 14 nations. 

Ctomer.-Cimmerians, Cimbri, Cymry, Britons ; Ezek. 
xxxviii. 6. 

(3 sons, V. 3 — near Caspian and Euxine Seas ; Jer. 
li. 27 ; Ezek. xxvii. 10). 
Kagog, {no sons named) ^ — Scythians, towards Mount 

Caucasus. 
Madal, {no sons named) — Medes, towards the Caspian. 
Javan or Ion, — lonians, Greece. 

Elishah, — Hellas, Elis, Greece ; Ezek. xxvii. 7. 
Tarshish, — Tartessus, in Spain ; 1 Ks. x. 22. 
Chittim, — Cyprus, and Coasts of Mediterranean ; 
V. 6. 
Tubal, {710 sons named), — Tibareni, Iberians. 
Heshech, (no sons named), — Moschi, Muscovia, or 

Ligurians. 
Tlras, {no sons named), — Thrace, or Taurus, or Tyr- 
rheni, 
" The sons of Ham," v. 6-20.— (Africa, Arabia, Baby- 
lonia), 30 nations. 

Ousli, V. 7. — Ethiopia, south of Asia, and Africa. 
(5 sons, V. 7 — in Ethiopia or south of Asia.) 
Nimrod, v. 8 — (6th son ; special mention, as found- 
ing Chaldean Smplre.) 
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mzraim, v. 13 — the two Egypt*, Upper and Lower — 

the word being in dual, or from Ba, the Sun-god. 

(8 sons, V. 13, 14— all settled in Egypt.) 

Fhnt {no sons named) — Libyans, according to Joeephos. 

Canaan = low, or depressed — perhaps low oowrUry, or 

degraded— ha Aram, v. 22, means high lands, 

(Descendants, v. 15-19 — settled in Palestine or 
Syria.) 
** The sons of Shem," v. 21-31 (the Name).— Father of 
the Hebrews (Central Asia). « 
Elam — Elymais, Persia. 
Asahnr— Assyria. 

Arpbazad — Arrapachitis, north of Assyria. 
i,ix(l — Lydians. 

Aram— The highland region north-east of Holy Land. 
^^ Every one after his tongue" v. 5, 20, and 31. — The 
dispersion of the sons of Noah, referred to in the foregoing 
chart, took place therefore after the confusion of tongues, 
recorded in the following chapter xi. 7— that is, after the 
building of Babel. 

** Nimrodj^ v. 8 = " We wUl rehd," from marad, to rebel 
The Belus of history ; the Baod of Scripture ; the Orion 
of astronomy. 

*^ Before the Lord," v. 9, — i.e., exceedingly great; ch. 
vi. 11 ; xiii. 13. 

" The heginnina of his kingdom^' v. 10. — Babel (con- 
fusion), hence called the land of Nimrod. Mic. v. 6 ; ch. 
xi. 2-9. 

" Shinar," v. 10. — The country about Babylonia = Meso- 
potamia. 

" Went forth Asshur," v. 11. — The margin is correct 
here. "He (Nimrod) went into Asshur (Assyria) and 
builded Nineveh." Asshur lived a generation before 
Nimrod. 

" Nineveh^* v. 11.— On the east bank of the Tigris — see 
Jonah iii. 3— nearly 60 miles in circumference. Its 
ruins are now known as Nehhi Funas {prophet Jonas), 
KoMliunjik, &c. 

" (Japhtorim," v. 14, — whence Copts. The Philistim 
(emigrants) were thus allied to the Egyptian tribes 
Caphtorim. 

" Of Japheth the dder,'* v. 21 = the eldest brother. The 
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words may mean — the dder brother of Japheth — with the 
Sjriac, Arabic, and Yalgate ; bat the translation in the 
text is preferable. 

•* Pdeg'* V. 25, — 1.«., division. Either (1) the distribu- 
tion of races after the confusion of tongues, or (2) the 
introduction of canals (the palgS mayim watercourses of 
Psa. i 3). The first is preferable— see v. 32— ''6y these 
were the nations divided.'' 

CHAPTER XL 

The Tower of Babel and confasion of tongaes. 
The generations of Shem to Terah and 
Abram. 

The Tower of Babel.— (v. 1) "And the whole earth was of 
one langttage, and of one speech, {v. 2) And it came to 
pass^ as they journeyed from the east, that they found a 
plain in the land of Shinar ; and they dwelt there, (v. 3) 
And they said one to another, Oo to, let us make brick, and 
bum them throughly. And they had brick for stone, and 
dime had they for mortar." 

The Lord comes down to see it. — {v. 4) ''And they said, Qo 
to, let us build us a cUt] and a tower, whose top may reach 
unto heaven; and let ics make us a nam£, lest we be scattered 
abroad upon the face of the whole earth, (v. 5) And the 
Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the 
children of men builded. (v. 6) And the Lord said. Behold, 
the people is one, and they have all one language; and this 
they begin to do : and now nothing will be restrained from 
them, which they have imagined to do. (v. 7) Go to, let 
us go down, and there confound their lanauage, that they 
may not understand one another's speech/' 

The confasion of tongnies.— (v. 8) " So the Lord scattered 
them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth : 
and they left off to build the city. (v. 9) Therefore is 
the name of it called Bahd ; because the Lord did there 
confound the language of all the earth : and from thence 
did the Lord scatter them abroad upon the face of all the 
earth/' 

The generationB of Shem. — (v. 10) " These are the genera- 
turns of Shem : Shem was an hundred years old, and begat 
Arphaxad two years after the flood ; (v, 1\^ ioA ^wci 
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lived after he begat Arphaxad five hundred years, and 
begat sous and daughters, (v. 12) And Arphaxad lived 
five aud thirty years, and begat Salah : (v. 13) And Ar- 
phaxad lived after he begat Salah four hundred and three 
years, and begat sons and daughters, (v. 14) And Salah 
lived thirty years, and begat Eber: (v. 15) And Salah lived 
after he begat Eber four hundred and three years, and 
begat sons and daughters, (v. 16) And Eber lived four 
and thirty years, and begat Peleg: (v. 17) And Eberliv^ 
after he begat Peleg four hundred and thirty years, and 
begat sous and daughters, (v. 18) And Peleg lived thirty 
years, and begat Keu : (v. 19) And Peleg lived after he begat 
Keu two hundred aud nine years, and begat sons and 
daughters, (v. 20) And Beu Hved two and thirty years, 
and begat Serug: (v. 21) And Beu lived after he b^at 
Serug two hundred and seven years, and begat sons and 
daughters, (v. 22) And Serug lived thirty years, and begat 
Nahor: (v, 23) And Serug lived after he begat Nahor two 
hundred years, and begat sons and daughters, (v. 24) And 
Nahor lived nine and twenty years, and begat Terah: (v. 
25) And Nahor lived after he begat Terah an hundred and 
nineteen years, and begat sons and daughters, (v. 26) And 
Terah lived seventy years, and begat Abram, Nahor, and 
Harau.'' 

The generations of Terah.— (v. 27) "Now these are the 
generations of Terah: Terah begat Abram, Nahor, and 
Haran ; and Haran begat Lot. (v. 28) And Haran died 
before his father Terah in the land of his nativity, in Ur of 
the Ohaldees. (v. 29) And Abram and Nahor took them 
wives: the name of Abram's wife was Sarai; and the name 
of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the father 
of Milcah, and the father of Iscah. (v. 30) But Sarai was 
barren ; she had no child, (v. 31) And Terah took Abram 
his son, aud Lot the son of Haran his son's son, and Sand 
his daughter in law, his son Abram's wife ; and they went 
forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the 
land of Canaan ; and thet/ came unto Haran, and dwelt 
there, (v. 32) And the days of Terah were two hundred 
and five years : and Terah died in Haran." 

" Of one language'' v. 1. — Of one ?ip— probably the 
Hebrew. The narrative here resumes from ch. ix. 29. 
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*^From the eatt,^' v. 2. — From Elymais, vhere some seem 
to have previously jouraeyed from Armenia (Ararat) — 
ch. iz. 19 — towards the fertile plain of M^opotamia 
(Shiuar). 

** Oo to,** V. 3, — An adverb used in the sense of " Come on" 

** Brick/' V. 3.— Lebftuim, whitey from the white clay 
found in the rich alluvial plain of Shinar. Houses may 
have been built previously of wood or stone. — Sp, Com. 

"Slime,** V. 3.^ Bitumen or asphalte. The cement unit- 
ing the bricks in tlie ruins at Birs Nimroud is very 
tenacious stilL 

" Build U8 a city" v, 4.— Babel, on the site of Babylon, 
now Bire Nimroild, 

"Ma\f reach wvto heaven** v. 4 = be very high— a figur- 
ative expression ; Deut i. 28. 

"ilwa let ue make,** v. 4. — Their purpose seems to have 
been (1) to found an empire — ^^maJce a name**; and (2) to 
prevent a further dispersion, " lest we be scattered.** The 
tower may have been for defence, the acropolis of the new 
city, or a temple of the Sun. 

•* The Lord came down,** v. 6.— See ch. ii. 3. The Lord, 
not God, came down for JSlohim. Qod is used when Moses 
writes of creation, but Jehovah when mediation or redemp' 
tion is referred to. See ch. i. and ii. 4, to iii. (the fall and 
recovery). 

*'To see,** v, 6. — He examines before he punishes, 
ch. xviii. 21. 

" Thei/ begin to do,** v. 6. — This is only the beginning of 
their doings. 

** Confound their language*^ v. 7. — The confusion was in 
the ^Hip,** the one language of v. 1 havinc been broken up 
into a variety of dialects, not aradually, but at once, 

*^ Babel,** v, 9 = Confusion (not gate of Bel, or of God). 
See ch. z. 10. 

** The generations ofShem,** v. 10.— This is the fourth of 
the Tcledoth] see ii. 4. Its purpose is to trace the descent 
of Abraham from Shem. It is thus a kind of family 
reaister, introductory to the history of Ood's Church under 
Aoraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph ; ch. zii. to end. 

^' And Terah lived,** v. 26. — Tenih was 70 years old 
before he had any children. Abram was not the first, 
although, like Shem, first in order. See v. ^^. 
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" The generations of Terah" v, 27.— -The fifth of the 
Toledoth. 

" Baran died before his father/' v. 28. — This is the first 
iDstance of any child dying before his father. 

" The}/ came unto Haran" v. 31. — This was the first 
migration, led by Terah. The second, led by Abram, was 
from Haran to Canaan. Baran (Carrhse) was the place 
where at a later period the Bomans, under Orassus, were 
defeated by the Parthians. 

" 7'he days of Terah," v. 32.— The Ixx. reads here 145; 
but, as Abram was not the eldest son, this is incorrect 
The Hebrew, as in the text, gives it correctly. Terah was 
205 years old at his death. Abram was then 75 years old 
(ch. xiL 4). Terah was, therefore, 130 years old at Abram's 
birth, 60 years having elapsed between the birth of his 
eldest (v. 26) and youngest son (70 + 60 + 75 = 205). 

CHAPTER XII. 

The call of Abram. He departs from Haran. 
The first promise of the land. The famine 
in Canaan. Abram in Egypt. 

The can of Abram.— (v. 1) " Now the Lord had said unto 
Abram, Get thee otU of thy country, and from thy kindred, 
and/rom thy fathers house, unto a land that I wiU shew 
thee: (v. 2) And I will make of thee a great nation^ and I 
will bless thee, and make thy name great ; and thou shalt 
be a blessing: (v. 3) And I will bless them that bless thee, 
and curse him that curseth thee : and in thee shall all 
families of the earth be blessed, (v. 4) So Abram departed, 
as the Lord had spoken unto him ; and Lot went with him: 
and Abram was seventy and five years old when he de- 
parted out of Haran." 

Abram'B Journey to Canaan.— (v. 5) " And Abram took 
Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their sub- 
stance that they had gathered, and the souls that they had 
gotten in Haran ; and they went forth to go into the land 
of Canaan ; and into the land of Canaan they came. (v. 6) 
And Abram passed through the land unto the place of 
Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was 
then in the land." 

The first promise of the land.— (v. 7) ''And the Lord 
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appeared unto Abram, and said, Unto My seed will I give 
this land: aud there builded he an altar unto the L^rd, 
who appeared UDto him. (v, 8) And he removed from 
thence unto a mountain on the east of Beth-ety aod pitched 
his tent, having £eth-el on the west, and Hai on the east ; 
and there he builded an altar unto the Lord, and called 
apon the name of the Lord. (v. 9) And Abram journeyed, 
going on still toward the south." 

The famine In Canaan.— (v. 10) "And there was a famine 
in the land: and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn 
there ; for the famine was grievous in the land. (v. 11) 
And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into 
Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I 
know that thou art a fair woman to look upon: (v. 12) 
Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall 
see thee, that they shall say. This is his wife: and they 
will kill me, but they will save thee alive, (v. 13) Say, I 
pray thee, thou art my sister ; that it may be well with me 
tor thy sake ; and my soul shall live because of thee." 

Abram In Eg3rpt.—(v. 14) "And it came to pass, that, 
when Abram was come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld 
the woman that she was very fair. (v. 15) The princes also 
of Pharaoh saw her, and commended her before Pharaoh : 
and the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house, (v. 16) 
And he entreated Abram well for her sake: and he had 
sheep, and oxen, and he asses, and menservants, and maid- 
servants, and she asses, and camels, (v. 17) And the Lord 
pli^ed Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because 
of Sarai Abram's wife. (v. \%) And Pharaoh called Abram, 
and said, What is this that thou hast done unto me ? why 
didst thou not tell me that she was thy wife ? (v. 19) Why 
saidst thou, She is my sister ? so I might have taken her 
to me to wife: now therefore behold thy wife, take her, 
and go thy way. (v. 20) And Pharaoh commanded his 
men concerning him : and they sent him away, and his 
wife, and all that he had." 



" The Lord had said^^ v. 1. — There seem to have been 
two calls — one when he was in Ur, in Mesopotamia, to 
which Stephen refers (Acts vii. 2); and the other, after the 
death of his father, Terah, in Haran. The latter is here 
recorded ; see v. 4. 
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" From thyfoaher's houses" v. 1. — ^The family of Terah 
remained in: Haran after Abram's departure. 

** A great nation" v. 2. — Fulfilled in the national great- 
ness of Israel, and also in the higher glory of the spiritual 
seed; Gal. iiL 29. 

** In thee*' v. 3. — Or, as explained later on, in " thy seed," 
V. 7. (1) The Twelve Tribes, for centuries the sole deposi- 
tories of the oracles of God in the world, Bom. iii. 2; and 
(2) Christ, Gal. iii. 8, 16; Rom. ix. 5. 

" The sonlsy" v. 5 =yPerson8 — the slaves whom they had 
attached to their families; Ezek. xxvii. 13. 

" The place of Sichem/* v. 6. — Shechem; the Sychar of 
John iv. 5. ]!t is now called Naplous, from the name 
N^apolis, given by Vespasian. 

" The plain of Moreh," v. 6. — Blon — the oak, or oak- 
grove of Moreh. Moreh and Mamre seem to have been 
chief men of wealth there; Jud. vii. 1; and ch. xiii. 18. 
Moreh means teacher ; Isai. ix. 15. 

^^The Canaanitey' v. 6. — The descendants of Canaan 
seem to have come from their original settlement near the 
Bed Sea, and to have dispossessed the Semitic people, who 
had first occupied Palestine. God was now restoring it to 
the true owners. 

" Bethel" v. 8 = Hottse of God, At that time the name 
was LtiZf ch. xxviii. 19. The name Bethel was an antici- 
pation. 

" The south" v. 9. — Negeh. As food or nasturage pre- 
sented itself, he moved his flocks more ana more to the 
south. 

" A famine" v. 10. — He had scarcely entered the land 
of promise ere a famine drives him from it. A trial of 
faith; ch, xxii. 1. 

"il fair woman,'* v. 11. — She was now about 60 years 
old; but as her age at death was 127, she would be omy 
in mid-life now. Her colour, too, ^^fair,** would contrast 
favourably with the swarthy Egyptian. 

^* Pharaohy' v. 15. — A title of the Egyptian kings — per- 
haps from /2a, the sun god. 

"And Pharaoh caUed Abram,** v, 18. — The candottr of 
the writer is here to be carefully noted. He brings the 
straightforward integrity of the Egyptian king into 8tron|( 
contrast with the falsehood of Abraham; 2 Pet. i. 21. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Abram and Lot return from Egypt.^ The strife 
of the herdmen. Abram's ooansel. Lot's 
choice. Abram's reward. 

Abram returns from Bffypt.--(v. 1) ''And Abram went 
up out of Egypt, he. and his wife, and all that he had, and 
Lot uith him, into the south, (v. 2) And Abram was very 
rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold. (v. 3) And he went 
on his iourDeys from the south even to £eth-el, unto the 
place where his tent had been at the beginning, between 
beth-el and Hai ; (v. 4) Unto the place of the altar, which 
he had made there at the first: ana there Abram caJled on 
the name of the Lord/* 

The strife between tbe herdmen.— (v. 6^ " And Lot also, 
which went with Abram, had flocks, ana herds, and tents, 
(v. 6) And the land was not able to hear them, that they 
might dwell together: for their substance was great, so that 
they could not dwell together, (v. 7) And there was a 
strife between the herdmen of Abram's cattle and the 
herdmen of Lot's cattle: and the Canaanite and the 
PerizziCe dwelled then in the land." 

Abram's coimseL— (v. 8) ''And Abram said unto Lot, 
Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, 
and between my herdmen and thy herdmen ; for we be 
brethren, (v. 9) Is not the whole laud before thee ? se- 

f>arate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the 
eft hand, then I will go to the right ; or if thou depart to 
the right hand, then I will ao to the left. (v. 10) And Lot 
lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of Jordan, that 
it was well watered every where, before the Lord destroyed 
Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the garden of the Lord, like 
the land of Egypt, as thou comest unto Zoar." 

Lot's choloe.— (V. 11) " Then Lot chose him all the plain 
of Jordan ; and Lot journeyed east: and they separated 
themselves the one from the other, (v. 12) Abram dwelled 
in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cites of the 
plain, and pitched his tent towards Sodom, (v. 13) But 
the men of Sodom were wicked and sinnexs before the 
Lord exceedingly/' 
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The Lord's gift to Abram.— (v. 14) "And the Lord said 
unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift 
up now thine eyeSy and look from the place where thou art 
northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward: 
(v. 15) For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I 
give it, and to thy seed for ever, (v. 16) And I will make 
thy seed as the dust of the earth : so that if a man can 
number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be 
numbered, (v. 17) Arise, walk through the land in the 
length of it and in the breadth of it ; for I will give it unto 
thee. (v. 18) Then Abram removed his tent, and came 
and dwelt in the plain of Mamre^ which is in Hebrony and 
built there an altar unto the Lord.''' 



" And Lot with him" v. 1. — Lot was not mentioned m 
the descent into Egypt, ch. xii. 8-20. 

" Into the south" v. I. — It was north of Egypt^ but the 
south country of Canaan ; still called the neg3> — the south. 

" Not able to bear them," v. 6. — It was but now recover- 
ing /rom a famine, and they had obtained in Egypt larger 
numbers of flocks, herds, and followers. See ch. xiL 16. 

** The Perizzite" v. 7. — The word means villager. They 
were probably a rustic race inhabiting villages amid the 
woods and mountains ; cb. xii. 6. 

^^ Lifted up his eyes" v. 10. — They seem to have been 
standing on the hill to the east of Bethel — v. 3 — ^whence 
the Jordan was visible. 

" All the plain of Jordan" v. 10. — " The region round 
abmU Jordan" — Matt. iii. 5 — on both sides of the river 
from the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea. 

" J« the garden of the Lord" v. 10, — watered by streams ; 
see ch. ii. 10. Before the overthrow of Sodom, the river 
Jordan seems to have formed, like the Nile, a delta — 
several branches irrigating and enriching this south 
country. 

*^As thou comest unto Zoar" v. 10. — These words, of 
course, must be connected with the plain of Jordan, the 
last three sentences being parenthetic from '^ before . . . 
to Egypt" The plain is described from the standpoint of 
a traveller from Bethel — v. 3— to Zoar. 

" Then Lot chose," v. 11. — He chose wealth and beauty, 
but found temptation and losses, moral and materiaL 



*' Lift up now thine ^ea," ▼. 14.— Abrain had given up 
the riffht of choice for peace sake, ▼• 8— and nav receives 
from Qod '* the whole land," v. 9. 

^ And to thy eeedfor ever" v. 15. — ^The seed Being Christ, 
*^for ever" here must be understood as without limit. 

^ Flam of Jfamre," v. IB, — Oak, or oakgrove, as in xiL 6, 
and xiv. 13, 24. 

** Hthron^" v. 18.— This was its firet name ; afterwarde 
it was called Kirfath-arbOt while the Israelites were in 
Egypt; and after Caleb's occupation of it, Hebron again ; 
Josh. xiv. 13-15. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

^e rebellion of the five kings. The battle 
of Siddim. Gaptore and resoue of Lot. 
Meeting of Abram and Melohizedek at the 
king's dale. 

The tMittle of tbepdngs.— (v. 1) ''And it came to ptass io 
the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of 
£U<uar, Chedorlaomer king of Mam, and Tidal king of 
nations; (v. 2) That these made war with Bera king of 
Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king 
of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king 
of Bela, which is Zoar. (v. 3) All these were joined to- 
gether in the vale of Siddim^ which is the salt sea. (v. 4) 
Twelve years they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thir- 
teenth year they rebelled." 

The origin of tba war.— (v. 6) "And in the fourteenth 
vear came Chedorlaomer, and the kings that were with 
him, and smote the Rephaims in Aehteroth, Kamaim, and 
the Zu2im>8 in Ham, and the Emdms in Shaveh Kiriathaim, 
(v. 6) And the Horites in their mount Seir, unto El-paran, 
which is by the wilderness, (v. 7) And thev returned, and 
came to En-mishjxit, which is Kadesh, and smote all the 
cunntr^ of the Amalekites, and also the Amorites, that 
dwelt m Hazezonrtamar" 

The Ave kings defeated.— (v. 8) " And there went out the 
kinff of Sodom, and the king of Gomorrah, and the king 
of Admah, and the kinff of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela 
(the same is Zoarj ; and they joined battle ^\\.\x >^^\xi \\x 
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the vale of Siddim ; (v. 9) With Ohedorlaomer the king of 
Elam, and with Tidal king of nations, and Amraphel king 
of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar ; four kings with 
five. (v. 10) And the vale of Siddim was fuU of shmepits; 
and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there ; 
and they that remained fled to the mountain, (v. 11) And 
they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all 
their victuals, and went their way." 

Lot taken captive.— (v. 12) ''And they took Lot, Abram's 
brother's son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and de- 
parted, (v. 13) And there came one that had escaped, and 
told Ahram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in the plain of 
Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of 
Aner : and these were confederate with Abram." 

He iB rescued by Abram. — (v. 14) "And when Abram 
heard that hie brother was taken captive, he armed Ats 
trained servants, born in his own house, three hundred and 
eighteen, and pursued them unXo Ban. (v. 15) And he 
divided himself against them, he and his servants, by night) 
and smote them, and pursued them unto Hobah, which is 
on the left hand of Damascits. (v. 16) And he brought back 
all the goods, and also brought again his brother Lot, and 
his goods, and the women also, and the people." 

MelcMzedek meets Abram.— (v. 17) "And the king of 
Sodom went out to meet him after his return Jrom the 
slaughter of Ohedorlaomer, and of the kings that were 
with him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the king*s dale. 
(v. 18) And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread 
and wine : and he was the priest of the most high God. 
(v. 19) And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram 
of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth : (v. 
20) And blessed be the most high God, which hath de- 
livered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him 
tithes of all." 

Division of the Bpoa— (v. 21) "And the king of Sodom 
said unto Abram, Give me the persons, and take the goods 
to thyself, (v. 22) And Abram said to the king of Sodom, 
I have lift up mine hand unto the Lord, the most high 
God, the possessor of heaven and earth, (v. 23) That / mil 
not take from a thread even to a shoelatchet, and that I 
will not take any thing that is thine, lest thou shouldest 
B2iy, I have made Abram rich : (v. 24) Save only that 
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which the yowig men have eaten, and the portion of the 
men which went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre ; let 
them take their portion." 

" King of Shinar^* v. 1. — He was probably the repre- 
sentative of Nimrody the founder of Babylon— ch. x. 10 ; 
xi. 2, 9 — and therefore named first. 

"-fi'Wtwar," V. 1. — Now Larsa, in Babylonia, on the 
Euphrates. 

" King of Elam^ v. 1. — Persia ; see ch. x. 22. 

" King of NcUvoru^'* v. 1. — Either king of the Goim, or 
of peoples unknown. 

•* The vale ofSiddim/* v. 3. — Siddim = ©^aww or fields; 
ch. xiii. 10. Once a vale of well- watered helds, it became, 
through sin, a sea of salt and bitumen, its shores abound- 
ing with sulphur and nitre — "full of slime pits** v. 10. 

** Rephaims,** v. 6. — Either an aboriginal race, or con- 
nected with the Hyksos, or shepherd-race of Egypt. They 
were men of gigantic stature— Deut. iii. 11 — and settled 
in the country afterwards called Perea, east of Jordan. 
The valley south of Jerusalem was named from them ; 
Josh. XV. 8. 

*^Ashteroth Kamaim** v. 5. — Karnaim = of the two horns. 
Their chief city, where Og king of Bashan dwelt ; Deut 
i. 4 ; Josh. ix. 10. Named after their deity Asbtoreth^- 
the Yenns Astarte of the Phoenicians — the Babylonian 
Ishtar. 

'' Zuzims** V. 5. — Perhaps the same as the Zamzummims, 
a branch of the Bephaim ; Deut ii. 20. 

" The Emims^* v. 5. — Emim = terrible — a name given to 
them from their gigantic stature ; another branch of the 
Bephaim. 

^^Shaveh KiriaJthaim^* v, 6, — the plain of the two cities; 
Numb, xxxii. 37. 

" The Borites" v. 6. — From chSr = a hole (whence 
Mount Hor) — dwellers in caves. The third branch of the 
Bephaim, dwelling south of the vale of Siddim, v. 3. 

'^El-paran," v, 6=the oak of Faran; the southern 
limit of this expedition, v. 5. 

*^ En-mishpat" v. 7 ^ the well ofjiuigment ; now Ka.- 
deah ; Numo.. xiii. 2& 
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** Hcusezofirtamar," v. 7 = the prtmmg of the palm tret 
now Engedi = the well of the wud goaU — on tne weste 
shore of the Dead Sea. 

^^FtUl of slime pits" v. 10,^f bitumen pits (ch. xL 3 
whence the Dead Sea was called the Lake of Asphalt- 
Lacus Asphaltites. 

*'And they took Lot,'* v. 12.— The result of his selfisl 
choice— ch. xiiL 11 ; and also of forgetting his nomadise 
as a shepherd — Heb. xi. 13 — and residing in a town. 

^Ahram the H^reWy* v. 13. — Either from Eber = <A« 
descendants of Eher; or from Eber = on the other side; 
having crossed the Euphrates when coming to Canaan; 
xiL 4-5. This is the/r«^ tiTM this word occurs. 

^^ His hrotherl* v. 14, — relative; he was really his 
nephew ; see v. 12. 

" Trained servants/* v. lA,— Tried, proved, or instructed. 
Abram's family must have been laige^ ii 318 proved 
servants were selected out of it. 

" Unto Ban," v. 14. — ^Afterwards so called ; Josh. zix. 
47 ; Judg. xviiL 29. It was at this time caUed Laisk 
It was near Ceesarea Philippi {Banias). 

" On the left hand of Uamascus" v. 15, — 1.6., on the 
north of Damascus. 

*^From the daughter," v. 17. — The word translated 
slaughter may mean only defeat — ^v. 5 and 7; or it may 
mean slaughter — Josh. x. 20 ; Beb. vii. 1. 

" The king's dale," v. 17. — If Salem be Jerusalem, this 
vale may have been the valley of Kedron or of Jeho- 
shaphat 

^^ Melchizedek" v. 18.= King of righteousness; from 
mdech = king, and zedek = righteousness — see ch. xx. 2; 
Josh. X. 3; a type of our blessed Lord, Heb. vii; Psa. ex. 
As Sliem was alive at this time, some think he must have 
been this priest, as head of his house (Gen. viii. 20; 
Job i. 5); but nothing definitely is known of him. 

** The nriest,'* v. 18. — ^This word cohen — Or. hiereus—^iM 
here usea for \h% first time. 

" Tithes" V. 20. — A tenth of all the spoils, in acknow- 
ledgment of Melchizedek's superiority as the priest of the 
most high Qod ; Heb. vii. 6, 7. 

** The persons" v, 21. — Heb., sovls; that is, the persons 
belonging to the king of Sodom, whom Abram had retctrad. 
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*' Lift up mine hand," v. 22.--A fonn of Bolemn atteata- 
tion common to all nations; Dan. xii. 7. 

'</ will not take,** v. 23.— He declines the king of 
Sodom's offer (ch. ziiL 13), but recognises the king of 
Salem as a worshipper of the true Qod, v. 19, 20, with 22, 
where he adopts the words of Melohizedek. 

" The young meni' v. 24— The 318 trained servants; 
2 Sam. IL 14. 

CHAPTER XV. 

The Lord is Abram's shield. Abram's oom- 
plaint. and the Lord's reply. The promise 
IS oonfirmed by a sign and by a vision, 
symbolising the affliction of his desoendants 
and the redemption out of Egypt. 

Abram'B complaint.— (v. l) ^^ After these things the word 
of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision^ saying, Fear not^ 
Abram : I am thy shield, and thy exceeding ^eat reward. 
(▼. 2) And Abram saidy Lord Oody what wilt thou give 
me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my hottse is 
this Eliezer of Damascus ? (v. 3) And Abram said, Be- 
hold, to me thou hast ffiven no seed : and, lo, one bom in 
my house is mine heir.'' 

The Lord's promise.— (v. 4) ''And, behold, the word of 
the Lord came unto him, sa3dng, This shall not be thine 
heir ; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels 
shall be thine heir. (y. 5) And he brought him forth abroad, 
and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if 
thou be able to number them : and he said unto him. So 
shall thy seed be.'' 

Abram's faith. — (v. 6) ''And he believed in the Lord; and 
he counted it to him for righteousness, (v. 7) And he said 
unto him. I am the Lord that brought thee out of Ur of 
the Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it." 

Tbe promise oonflrmed.— (v. 8> ^ And he said. Lord Gk>d, 
whereby shall I hnoxo that I shall inherit it ? (v. 9) And he 
said unto him. Take me an heifer of three years old, and a 
she goat of three years old, and a ram of three years old, 
and a turtledove, and a young pigeon, ^v. \Q!^ ^'oA.Yl^V^ 
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unto him all these, and divided them iii the midst, and 
laid each piece one against another : bat the birds divided 
he not. (v. 11} And when thefotvU came down upon the 
carcases, Abram drove them away." 

A deep Bleep upon Aliram.— (v. 12) ''And when the smi 
was going down, a deep deep fell upon Abram ; and, lo, an 
horror of great darkness fell upon him." 

The bondage In Egypt is rAvealed.— (v. 13} ''And he said 
unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a 
stranger in a land that is not their's, and shall serve them ; 
and they shall afflict them f<mr hundred years ; (v. 14) And 
also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge : and 
afterwards shall they come out with great substance, (v. 
15) And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace ; thou shalt 
be buried in a good old age. (v. 16) But in the fourth 
generation they shall come hither again : for the iniquity 
of the Amorites is not yet full" 

Tbe Lord ratlfleB Ids Ck>venant. — (v. 17) "And it came to 
pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, be- 
hold a smoking fumacCf and a burning lamp that passed 
between those pieces, (v. 18) In the same day the Lord 
made a covenant vnth Abram, saying. Unto thy seed have 
I given this land, from the river of Egyft unto the ^eat 
river, the river Euphrates : (v. 19) 1?he Kenites, and the 
Kenizzites, and the KadmoniteSy (v. 20) And the Hittites, 
and the Perizzites, and the Bephaims, (v. 21) And the 
Amorites, and the Oanaanites, and the Girgashites, and 
the Jebusites." 



" After these things," v. 1. — The events related in the 
preceding chapter. 

** The word of the Lord" v. 1.— This is the first instance 
of the occurrence of this expression, afterwards in frequent 
use. 

"in a vision," v. 1.— Some think the vision ends at v. 11, 
the stars and sun not being visible together, v. 5, 12; 
others think the vision does not end before v. 17. In a 
vision the seer was awake, though inspired; in a dream he 
was asleep. 

*^Fear not" v. 1. — Abram may have feared some further 
aggression in consequence of his defeat of the kings; 
ch. xiv. 15. 
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"And Abram said, LordOod," v. 2.— Jcfonaii JehovalL 
This is the first time these titles are used together — my 
Lord, JebOTEh.'' 

'* The itewa/tdofmy house^^ ▼. 2 ^ the son df possession 
— i,e,y the heir. Eliezer was apparently a relative residing 
at Damascus. 

" One bom in mv hortse^ v. 3. — A son of my house. 

" TeU the stars]!* ▼. 5.— Seen in vision. See also v. 12, 
and note, y. 1. 

" He believed in the Lord^* v. 6. — He trusted in Jehovah 
as a child leans on a father's arm; Gal. iii. 29; Itom, iv. 12. 
This took place before he was circumcised^ ch. zvii. His 
righteousness, therefore, in this verse, was not of the law^ 
but of faith, Kom. z. 5, 6. 

" Whereby shall I know,*' v. 8. — Expressing not dovht^ but 
a desire to obtain clearer light on a subject of so much 
personal interest to himself, v. 4. 

** Take me an heifer" v. 9. — In order to ratify his 
promise by a striking ceremony. 

" Of three years oldy* v. 9. — Animals were then " in full 
age and vigour." 

*^JEach piece one against another" v. 10. — A sufl5cient 
interval lay between the halves to allow of the contracting 
parties passing through v. 17; for a covenant was thus 
ratified. 

" When the fowls came doton" v. 11. — Here, as in Luke 
viii. 5, the spiritual enemies who seek to mar the efifect of 
his sacrifice. 

"A deep sleep/* v. 12. — Preternatural, as in ch. ii. 21. 

*^ Horror of great darkness" v. 12. — He saw, in vision, 
the servitude and sufferings of his descendants in Egypt. 

"Four hundred years" v. 13. — This seems to be ex- 
plained by, ** in the fourth generation,' or century, v. 16. — 
tSp, Com. In the patriarchal age a generation denoted a 
hundred years. — Jamieson and Fausset, It was 405 vears 
from the birth of Isaac to the Exodus under Moses (1896 
to 1491— in round numbers, 400). 

"Shall go to thy fathers" v. 16. — Not to the grave, for 
Abram was n>ot buried with his fathers (see ch. xii. 1), but 
to i\iQ " spirits of the just." 

" In trie fourth generation y" v. 16. — This expression is 
evidently intended to prevent all miscoixcei^Uoii ^ \a 'Og^^ 
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time of the bondage — ^four generations of 100 years eack 
There were also four generations of men from Levi to 
Moses— il6L, from the descent into Egypt in Joseph's time^ 
to the Exodus — each about 50 years = 215 years. 

"Cbme hither again/* v. 16, — that is, return out of 
Egypt. 

**/« not yet full]!* v. 16. — During these four hundred 
years the long-sufifering of God tt^aited—l Pet iii 20; 
2 Pet. iii. 9 — until their iniquity toaefidl. 

"it smoking furnace and a humivg lamp/* v. 17.— 
Symbols, as in Exod. iii., of Gknl's presence to sustain 
them under their affliction. They passed between the 
halves, and thus ratified the covenant ; note^ v. 10. 

" Made a covenant" v. 18. — Lit., cui a covenant, in refer- 
ence to the animal C9it in two, v. 10. A different word is 
nsed ch. xvii. 2, 

" The river of Egypt/^ v, 18. — The river Sihor, or the 
Pelusiac branch of the Nile, the limits of the land being 
generally given as from the river Euphrates to the Ni£ 
valley ; 2 Sam. viii. 3 ; 2 Chr. ix. 26. 

" The Kenitee/* v. 19. — They dwelt near the Amalekites, 
in a rocky country to the south of Canaan ; Numb. xxiv. 
21 ; 1 Sam. xv. 6. 

'* The Kadmonites/' v. 19, — ue,^ the Eastern people ; not 
elsewhere named. 

{For the remaining names here see ch, x. 15-19.) 

CHAPTEB XVL 

Hagar is given to Abram. Hagar's flight. 
Tbe Angel meets her at Beer-la-hai-roi. 
Sirth of Ishmael. 

Saral's Impatlenoe.— (y. 1) <'Now Sand Abram's wife bare 
him no children : and she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, 
whose name was Hagar. (v. 2) And Sarai said unto Abram, 
Behold now, the Lord hath restrained me from bearing : 
I pray thee, go in unto my maid ; it may be that I may 
obtain children by her. And Abram heariened to the voice 
of Sarai.'' 

Hagar given to Aliram.^v. 3) '*^ And Sarai Abram's wife 
took Hagar her maid the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt 
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ten yean in the land of Canaan, and gave her to her hoa- 
■band Abram to be bia wife." 

Hagar'i i»riae.-*(v. 4) ** And he went in nnto Hagar, and 
she conceived : and when she saw that she had conceived, 
1)er mistress was de$ptted in her ei^" 

Sand's complaint and severltj.— (v. 5) ''And Sarai said 
unto Abram, JUv wrong he uptm thee: I have given mj 
maid into thy bosom ; and when she saw that she had 
conceived, I was despised in her eves : the Lord judge 
between me and thee. (v. 6) But Abram said uDto Sarai, 
Behold, thy maid is in thy hand ; do to her as it pleaseth 
thee. And when Sarai dealt hardly with her, she fled from 
her face." 

The Angel finds Hagar.— (v. 7) " And the angel of the Lord 
found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the 
fountain in the way to Shwr, (v. 8) And he said, £uiffar, 
Sarahs maidy whence camest thou ? and whither wilt thou 
go? And she said, I flee from the face of my mistress Sarai. 
(v. 9) And the angel of the Lord said unto her, Betum to 
thy mistress, and submit thyself under her hands.'' 

Tlie Angel's propbeoy of Ishmael. — ^v. 10) "And the angel 
of tbe Lord said unto her, I will multiply thy seed ezceed- 
iQgly» that it shall not be numbered for multitude, (v. 11) 
And the angel of the Lord said unto her, Behold, thou art 
with child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name 
hhmad; oecause the Lord hath heard thy affliction, (v. 
12) And he will be a wild man ; his hand will be against 
every man, and every man's hand against him ; and he 
ihall dwell in the presence of all his brethren, (v. 13) And 
ihe called the name of the Lord that spake unto her. Thou 
Ood seest me : for she said. Have I also here looked after 
him that seeth me ? (v. 14) Wherefore the well was called 
Beer-lahai-rot ; behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered." 

The Wrth of IshmaeL— (v. 15) " And Hagar bare Abram 
a son : and Abram called his sorls name, which Hagar 
bare, Ishmael. (v. 16) And Abram was fourscore and six 
years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to Abram.'' 

•* Whose name was Haffar/* v. 1.— She seems to Hare 
followed Sarai from Egvpt siter the events of chap. zii. 
16-20. Ten years hm passed since then, r. 3. Haqa? 
meann flight. 
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'*Abram heartened,'* t. 2. — The pfromiae of a diild bad 
been made— di. x^. 4 — ^bat as jet Sarai had not been 
named as the mother ; henoe, peih^M^ Abnuu's mistake. 

** Demised in her eyet* t. 4. — Barraineas was a reproach 
in the JSast^ ch. zix. 31 ; again. Sand maj have hoped tu 
become the mother of the promised seed ; Gen. iiL 15 ; 
ir. 1. 

'^ My wrong he upon theej* t. 5. — ^Eithor — is dne to thee ; 
caoaed by thee ; or is for thee to redress. 

" The angd of the Lord^ t. 7.— This is the jirtt pLoM 
where the Ingel of ike Loord is said to have app^ired. 
In ▼. 13, He is called Tbe Lord, and CkML This was au 
appearance of the Logos (the Word) ; John L 1 ; Exod. 
xxiii 20, 21 ; xxxiii 1^ 16 ; IsaL IxuL 9; MaL iii 1 ; and 
John L 18. 

*^8hw,^ ▼. 7. — North-east of the wilderness of Paran. 
Ha|2;ar seems to have taken this route in order to return 
to Egypt ; ch. xx. 1 ; xxv. 18. 

^^SaraCs maidy^ v. 8. — Beminding her, by this address* 
of her duty to her mistress. Ck)mpare with this the case 
of OnesimuSj restored by St. Paul to Philemon ; Phile. 
12-16. 

" hhmad,** v. 11 = Ood shaU hear; see ch. xviL 20. 

" The Lord hath heard" v. 11. — Tlie angel uses here the 
word Jehorah, to remind Hagar that He who has heard 
her is the same Jehovah who has promised to bless Abram 
and his seed. 

" A wild man" v. 12. — A wUd ass man, ch. xlix. 9. See, 
for a description of the wild ass, Job xxxix. 5-8. Ishmael's 
descendants (the Bedouin Arabs) were always characterised 
by a similar " unrestrained love of freedom." 

" Against every man,** v. 12. — ^A common expression "/or 
violence and xnjwryP — Sp. Com, See Gen. xxi. 20 ; IsaL 
XXL 13 J Jei:. iii, 2 ; Ps. x. 8, 9 ; Ezra viii. 31. 

"/n the presence of all his brethren** v. 12. — At this 
time Ishmael was Abram's ovdy son. It is here intimated 
to Hagar that he is to have other children; but that 
Ishmael should maintain his independence though dwell- 
ing" pitching his tent—in their midst. Their dwelling- 
place still is Arabia. 

** Thou Ood seest me** r. 13.— She thought herself alone 
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in the wildernesB, but now praises him for having seen 
and helped her. " Thou — a Qod ofseeitig,** 

** Looted after him/* v. 13. — The meaning seems to be : 
Do I cUso here look (or live) after the sight of Qod f — for in 
Exod. zzziii. 20 we read, ** there shall no man see me, and 
live," She saw, and yet lived, as in chap, xxxii. 30. 

** Beer4ahai'^*oil* v. 14 = " the well of the living sight." 
"Where man can see Gk)d, and yet live/' 2 Cor. v. 19. — 
HengsterAerg^ Ckristclogy of 0, T,, p. 109. 

" His name . . . Ishmael/* v. 15. — The first instance of 
a name being given before the child's birth. Abram 
accepted Kafir's account of the angel's words, and showed 
his ndth by adopting the name IshmaeL 

CHAPTER XVir. 

The Lord renews his covenant with Abram. 
He changes Abram's name. He institutes 
circumcision. Changes Sarai's name, pro- 
mises Isaac, and blesses Ishmael. Abraham 
and Ishmael are circumcised. 

The Covenant renewed.— (v. 1) "And when Abram was 
ninety years old and ninej the Lord appeared to Abram, 
and said unto him, I am the Almighty Ood; walk before 
me, and be thou perfect (v. 2) And / will make my 
covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee 
exceedingly, (v. 3) And Abram fell on his face : and God 
talked with him, saying, (v. 4) As for me, behold, my 
covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many 
nations." 

Abram's name changed.— (v. 5) *' Neither shall thy name 
any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; 
for a father of many nations have I made thee. (v. 6) And 
I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make na- 
tions of thee, and kings shaU corns out of thee, (v. 7) And 
I will establish my covenant between me and thee and 
thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting 
covenantf to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, 
(v. 8) And I will gi?e unto thee, and to ^.b.^ «a«^ ^V^t 
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thee^ the land wherein thou art a stranger, all ttitf laofd d 
Canaan, for an everlasting possession ; and I will be their 
God/' 

Clronmcision InBtitnted.— (y. 9) ''And God said unto 
Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, 
and thy seed after thee in their generationa (▼. 10) This 
is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and yon 
and thy seed after thee ; Every man child among yoa shall 
be circumcised, (v. 11) And ye shall circumcise the flesh 
of your foreskin ; and it shall be a token of the covenant 
betwixt me and you. (v. 12) And he that is eight days 
old shall be circumcised among you, every man child in 
your generations, ^e that is bom in the house, or bought 
with money of any stranger, which is not of thy s^. 
(v. 13) He that is bom in thy house, and he that is bought 
with thy money, must needs be circumcised : and my 
covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant 
(v. 14) And the uncircumcised man child whose flesh of his 
foreskin is not circumcised, that soul shaU he cut off from 
his people ; he hath broken my covenant," 

Saral's name cbanged. — (v. 15) ''And God said unto 
Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not call her 
name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. (v. 16) And I 
will bless her, and give thee a son also of her : yea, I will 
bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations ; kings of 
people shall be of her." 

AbraUam pleads for IshmaeL— (v. 17) "Then Alnaham 
fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart. Shall 
a child be bom unto him that is an hundred years old ? 
and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? (v. 18) 
And Abraham said unto God, that lafmaeL might live 
before thee ! " 

The Lord's reply.— (v. 19) " And God said, Sarah thy 
wife shall bear thee a son indeed ; and thou shalt eaQ bis 
name Iscmc: and I will establish my covenant with him 
for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him. 
(v. 20) And as for Ishmael, 1 have heard thee : Behold, I 
have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will 
multiply him exceedingly ; twelve princes shall be begety> 
and I will make htm a great nation, (v. 21) But mv 
covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shiJt 
bear unto thee at this set time m the next year. (v. 22), 
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And he left off talking with him, and Gkxl went up from 
Abraham." 

AbraXiam and his bonie olr<niaiolMd.-^(Y. 23) '^ And Abra- 
ham took lahmael his ion, and all that were bom in his 
hoase, and all that were bought with his money, every 
male amonjp the men of Abraham's house ; and circumcised 
tiie flesh oftheir foreskin in the sd/tame day, as Qod had 
■aid nnto him. (v. 24) And Abraham was ninety years 
old and ni^e, when he was circumcised in the flesh of his 
foreskin, (y. 25) And Ishmael his son was thirteen years 
ddf when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 
(▼. 26) In the selfsame day was Abraham circumcised, and 
Ishmael his son. (y. 27) And all the men of his house, 
bom in the house, and bought with money of the stranger, 
were circumcised with him.'' 



" Ninety years old and nine" v. 1. — Thirteen years after 
the events of the last chapter. 

" The Almighty Ood,** v. 1. — El Shaddai, a name indi- 
cating irresistible power; appropriate, therefore, when, as 
here, a promise is made which seemed impossible of fulfil- 
ment; V. 5, 19. — Sp, Com. 

**/ win make my covenant,** v. 2. — In ch. xv. 18, the 
word used means, / mil oat my covenant, in reference to 
the division of the animals. Here a different word is used 
•^7 will give my covenant. The former word, ctU, referring 
to the basis on which the covenant rests, His Sacrlflee; the 
latter, ffivCy to the fr^eness of God's gift, wholly of grace 
(Bom. iv. 16), and to the freedom of the covenant of 
promise. 

*^ Abr<iham,*^ v. 5. — ^Abram means exalted father — 
Ab-ram: Abraham means father of a multitude, (1) of 
nations, v. 6, fulfilled in the 12 tribes of Israel— in the 
Ishmaelites, the Edomites, &c.; (2) of spiritual children; 
Gal. iii. 29. 

"JSr«W« shall come out of thee,** v, 6. — David, Solomon, 
&&, and Christ; Matt. i. 

'* An everlasting covenant,** v. 7. — It continued in force 
as an outward nte until superseded by baptism. It con- 
tinues in force as an inward cleansing jpoxoer for ever; 
PhiL iii. 3; Rom. ii. 28; Deut. x. 16. 

^ OirQumeisedf** v. 10.— The reasons tot VnB\i\.^\lYii<^ >^ks& 
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rite may have been (1) to keep the descendants of Abraham 
separate from the idolatrous people around them; (2) to 
indicate the severity of the Law in contrast with the 
Gospel, Bom. iv. 15; Matt. xi. 28; (3) to signify that the 
body must be devoted to God, so typifying Ttioral purity. 

" The undrcumcised man child, v. 14. — Circumcision 
was practised in Egypt before Abram's time, as well as by 
other nations. It seems to have been an ordinance ii 
primeval antiquity, John vii. 22. The Divine command 
was, therefore, *^ not to teach a new rite, but to consecrate 
an old one" — like baptism— ''into a sacramental ordin- 
ance. — /SJp. Com, 

** Shall be cut off,** v. 14. — By excommunication — ^not 
allowed to participate in the privileges of the covenant — 
Jamieson and Fausset, It may mean by exile, or by death. 
" Cut off from among his people,^' Ex. xxxi 14. See also 
Ex. iv. 24; xii. 15. 

** Sarah" v. 15 = Princess, or mother of princes; see v. 6. 

'* Laiighed" v. 17. — Not because of doubt, hat from joy; 
John viiL 56; Luke ii. 10. 

**0 that Ishmael,'* v. 18. — Lest Ishmael should be 
wholly excluded or forgotten in this Tiew hope; see v. 20. 

^' Jsaac,*^ V. 19. — He sha^l laugh. Four persons are 
named before birth in the Old Testament, — Ishmael, Isaac, 
Solomon, and Josiah. 

" / have heard thee,* v. 20. — In reference to the name 
Ishmael, and to the promise made to Hagar, ch. xvi 11. 

" Twelve princes,** v. 20. — See note, ch. xxv. 12-17. 

" The selfsame day/* v. 23. — His faith was lively, his 
obedience ready. 

" Thirteen years old,** v. 25. — The Arabs not only cir- 
cumcise their boys at the present day, but do so in the 
thirteenth year, in consequence of Ishmael's circumcision 
at that age. 

CHAPTER XVIIL 

Abraham entertains Angels. The promise 
renewed to Sarah. The Lord reveals to 
Abraham the destruction of Sodom. The 
intercession of Abraham. 

Abraliam and the "tliree men."— (v. 1) "And the Lord 
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appeared unto him in the plains of Mcmxt : and he sat in 
the tent door in the heat of the day ; (v. 2) And he lift 
up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him : 
and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the 
tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground," 

Abraham's hospltaUty.— (v. 3) " And said. My Lord, if 
now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I 
pray thee, from thy servant : (v. 4) Let a little water, I 
pray you, be fetched, and wcuh your feet, and rest your- 
selves under the tree : (v. 5) And I will fetch a morsel of 
bread, and comfort ye your hearts ; after that ye shall 
pass on : for therefore are ye corns to your servant. And 
they said. So do, as thou hast said. (v. 6) And Abrahmn 
hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready 
quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make 
cakes upon the hearth, (v. 7) And Abraham ran unto the 
herd, and fetcht a calf tender and good, and gave it unto 
a young man ; and he hasted to dress it. (v. 8) And he 
took butter^ and milht and the calf which he had dressed, 
and set it before them ; and he stood by them under the 
tree, and they did eat** 

The promise given to Sarah.— (v. 0) " And they said unto 
him, Where is Sarah thy wife f And he said. Behold, in 
the tent. (v. 10) And he said, I will certainly return 
unto thee according to the time of life ; and, lo, Sarah 
thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the 
tent door, which was behind him.** 

Sarah's Tml>e]lef.~(v. 11) ''Now Abraham and Sarah 
were old and well stricken in age ; and it ceased to be 
with Sarah after the manner of women, (v. 12) Therefore 
Sarah laughed within hersdf saying, After I am waxed 
old shall i have pleasure, mv lord bein^ old also? (v. 13) 
And the Lord said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah 
laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am 
old ? (v. 14) Is any thing too hard for the Lord ? At the 
time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the 
time of life, and Sarah shall have a son. (v. 15) Then 
Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not ; for she was afraid. 
And he said, Nay ; but thou didst laugh.'* 

The doom of Sodom revealed, —-(v. 16) *' And the men rose 
up from thence, and looked toward Sodom ; and A braham 
went mth them to bring them oa tbe wa.^. V:^ A*l^ ^^c^^ 
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the Lord said, SJkdl 1 hide fmrn Abraham that thing 
which I do; (▼. 18) Seeing that Abraham shall sorely 
beoome a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of 
the earth shall be blessed in him? (t. 19) Far I know 
hinif that he will command his children and his household 
aftor him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do 
jostioe and judgment ; that the Lord may bring upon 
Abraham that which he hath spoken ot him. (y. 20) And 
the Lord said, Becaoae ihe cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is 
great, and because their sin is very grievous ; (▼. 21) 1 
vfUl go down nov, and tee whether they have done alto* 
gether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me ; 
and if not, I will know. (v. 22) And the men turned their 
faces frcHn thence, and went toward Sodom ; bat Abraham 
itood yet before the Lord/* 

Atoabam's interoessioii.— (y. 23) '^ And Abraham drew 
near, and said. Wilt thou also destroy the righteous teith 
the wicked f (v. 24) Peradventure there be fifty righteous 
within the city : wilt thou also destroy and not spare the 
place for the fifty righteous that are therein? (v. 25) 
That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the 
righteous with the wicked : and that the righteous should 
be as the wicked, that be far from thee : Shall not Uie 
Judge of all the earth do right ? (v. 26) And the Lmrd 
said. If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the caty, 
then I will spare all the place for their sakea (v. 27) 
And Abraham answered and said. Behold now, I have 
taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, which am but 
dust ana ashes: (v. 28) Peradventure there shall lack 
five of the fifty righteous : wilt thou destroy all the city 
for lack of five ? And he said. If I find there forty ana 
five, I will not destroy it. (v. 29) And he spake unto 
him yet again, and said, Peradventure there shall be forty 
found there. And he said, I will not do it for forty^a 
sake. (v. 30) And he said unto him. Oh let not Uie Lord 
be an^ry, and I will speak: Peradventure there shall 
thirty be found there. And he said, I will not do it, if I 
find thirty there, (v. 31) And he said, Behold now, I have 
taken upon me to speak unto the Lord : Peradventure 
there shall be twenty found there. And he said, I will 
not destroy it for twenty's sake. (v. 32) And he said, Oh 
let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this 
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once : Perad venture ten shall be found there. And he 
said, I will not destroy it for ten's sake. (v. 33) And the 
Lord went his way, as soon as he had left communing with 
Abraham : and Abraham returned unto his place.'' 

" TKe plains of MamreJ^ v. 1. — The oak^ or oak groves, 
as in ch. xiii. 18. lu y. 8 '' the tree** is mentioned^ 

" Three men/* y. 2. — It was formerly supposed that the 
**tkf9emen'* symbolized the three persons of the Trinity; 
hence this chapter was appointed as a lesson for Trinity 
Sunday ; but it seems eyiuent that one of the three was 
tbe Lord (y. 1, 22), and the other two, angels commissioned 
to destroy Sodom ; y. 22, compared with ch. xix. 1. 

''Stood hy him," y. %—'' By" should be ''above him,," on 
the heights encircling the plain in which his tent was 
pitched. 

''Bowed himself" y. 2. — Not an act of worship, for now 
he was entertaining angels unatpares^ (Heb. xiii. 2), and had 
not yet recognised the Lord; it was merely the ordinary 
mode of salutation; ch. xxiii. 7, 12. 

" Wash your feet" y. 4, — Exposed to dust and heat from 
tbe use of sandals. 

"Therefore are ye come," y. 6^ — For rest and refresh- 
ment; ch. xix. 8. 

** Cakes," y. 6. — Baked, most likely^ in the midst of hot 
ashes or cinders. 

''Butter" y. 8 = Clotted cream. (Mive oil was used by 
the early inhabitants. 

** Th^ did eat," y. S, — A proof that this was not a 
vision, out a real manifestation ; John xxi. 5, 12 ; 
Ps. Ixxviii. 26. 

"And they said," y. 9. — ^That is, one of the three said. 
From v. 10, 13, it is evident that tbe Lord was the speaker. 

"And Sa»*ah heard it," v. 10. — Sarah may have learned 
from Abraham that she was to be tbe mother of the pro- 
mised son (ch. xvii. 21), but evidently doubted. From 
St, Paul's words (Heb. xi. II)— *' through faith," and 
'* because she judged him faithful" — it seems evident this 
appearance of the Lord was for her sake (not Abraham's), 
that she might believe, 

"Laughed," v. 12. — Incredulously. See preceding note. 

" WUhin h&rself," r. 12.— Liwaidly, uot. V\«vVi\5. "IVib.^ 
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her btagKter wis d i aeoT cre d was to heraeif a proof that 
the Lord, not a mere stem* was before her ; John L 48^ 49. 

* Too kard^" t. 14 = Too wonderful— Lake L 37 ; IssL 
ix. 6L The sapematiind l»rth of Isaac (Heb. zi. 11) may 
hare been designed to for^hadow the incarnation ; laaL 
TiL 14; Matt L 23. 

"^Ahraham K€ni w'th $Aem^' ▼. 1&— The host used to 
escort his risitors a little waj; see ch. xix. 27. 

"Shall I hide from JftraAam," t. 17. — Compare Amos 
iii 7; Psa. xxt. 14; John xt. 15. 

""I know him,* y. 19. — ^The meaning seems to be, I have 
diosen him, that he shoold be a faithful depositaiy of my 
truth ; Amos iiL 2. — Sn, Com. 

" The cry of Sodom,^ t. 20.— This cry is for vengeance ; 
ch. iv. There is another for pardon ; Heb. xiL 24. 

" / iriZ^ go down now^ cand see/* y. 21. — None shall be 
punished withont enqniry and a trae knowledge of their 
past ; IsaL zL 3, 4 ; see also note, ch. ii 3. 

"Stood ya before the Lord/* ▼. 22.— Two men (angels) 
went to Sodom ; ch. xix. 1. Tbe Lord remained to hear 
the intercession of Abraham, y. 1. The place where they 
stood (to which Abraham escorted his guests, y. 16), was, 
according to tradition, Caphar-bemcha, whence the town 
of Sodom was visible ; see ch. xix. 27. 

"The righteous icith the vncked,'' v. 2a— See v. 25. This 
plea was admitted. Many persons and cities have been 
spared because of the Lord's people; Matt. v. 13, zziv. 22; 
Acts xxviL 24, 37 ; Gen. xxxix. 3. 

•* Left communing" v. 33. — Abraham ceased to pray, but 
tbe Lord refused nothing he had asked for ; Luke zviiL 
1-7. There was only one righteous, not ten. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

Two Angels at Sodom. They are entertained 
by Lot. The men of Sodom are smitten 
with blindness. Lot and his family are 
brought out of Sodom. He flees to Zoar. 
Destruction of Sodom. Lot's wife. Birth 
of Moab and Ammon. 

Two angels in Bodom.— (v. 1) "And there came two angdi 
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to Sodom at even ; and Lot s<xt in the gate of Sodom ; and 
Lot seeing them rose up to meet them ; and he bowed 
himself with his face towards the ground ; (v. 2) And he 
said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your 
servanda house^ and tany all night, and wash your feet, and 
ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they 
said. Nay; but we will abide in the street all night, 
(v. 3) And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned 
in unto him, and entered into his house ; and ne made 
them a feast, and did bake unleavened breadf and they did 
eat." 

The men of Bodom.— (v. 4) " But before they lay down, 
the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed 
the house round, both old and young, all the people from 
every quarter : (v. 5) And they called unto Lot, and said 
unto him, Where are the men which came in to thee this 
night ? bring them out unto us, that we may know them, 
(v. 6) And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut 
the door after him, (v. 7) And said, I pray you, brethren, 
do not so wickedly, (v. 8) Behold now, I have two 
daughters which have not known man ; let me, I pray you, 
bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in 
your eyes : only unto these men do nothing ; for therefore 
came they under the shadow of my roof. (v. 9) And they 
said. Stand back. And they said again. This one fellow 
came in to sojourn, and he will needs be a judge : now will 
we deal worse with thee, than with them. And they press* 
ed sore upon the man, even Lot, and came near to break 
the door. (v. 10) But the men put forth their hand, and 
pulled Lot into the house to them, and shut to the door, 
(v. 11) And they emote the men that were at the door of the 
nouse with bliridness, both small and great : so that they 
wearied themselves to find the door." 

Lot li de]lvei]red.~(v. 12) "And the men said unto Lot, 
Hast thou here any besides ? son in law, and thy sons, and 
thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring 
them out of this place : (v. 13) For we will destroy this 
place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the 
tsuce of the Lord ; and the Lord hath sent us to destroy it. 
(v. 14) And Lot went out, and spake unto hie sons in law, 
which married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of 
this place ; for the Lord will destroy \i\v\& dv**;}* ^\^\ij^ 



98 MOTES ON OKXir/SL 



led Of erne that modked mto his tons ib law. (t. 15) 
And when the moniiiig arose, then the angels hastened 
Lot, ssjin^ Arise, take thy wife, and th j two dani^bten^ 
whidi are here ; lest tboo be ooosnmed in the iniqaitj of 
the city. (▼. 16) And while he lingered, the men laid hold 
npon his hand, and opon the hand ol his wif e^ and npon 
the hand of lus two danghteis ; the Lord being meroifal 
nnto him ; and thej broo^t him forth, and set him with- 
out the dty. {y, 17) And it came to pass, when they lad 
bronght them forth almMul, that he said, Escape for thy 
life ; look not behind thee^ neither stay thoa in edl the 
plain ; escape to the mountain, lest thoa be consomed." 

Lot's tot sr c esslfla. — (v. 18) ^ And Lot said onto them, 
Ob, not so, my Lord: (▼. 19) Behold now, thy servant hath 
found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy 
mercy, which thou hast showed unto me in saving my life ; 
and / cannot escape to the monntaiu, lest same evil take tne, 
and I die : (v. ^) Behold now, this city ia near to flee 
unto, and it is a little one : Oh, let me escape thither, (is 
it not a little one ?) and my soul shall live. (v. 21) And 
be said unto him. See, I have accepted thee concerning this 
thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, for the which 
thou hast spoken, (v. 22) ELaste thee, escape thither ; for 
J cannot do any thing till thou be come thither. Therefore 
the name of the city was called Zowr!* 

Bodom destroyed. — (v. 23) *^ The sun was risen upon the 
earth when Lot entered into Zoar. (v. 24) Then the Lord 
rained upon Sodom and upon Gomoirah brimstone and fire 
from the Lord out of heaven ; (v. 25) And he overthrew 
those cities, and all theplatiiy and all the inhabitants of the 
cities, and that which grew npon the ground.'* 

Lot's wlfa--(v. 26) " But his wife looked hack from behind 
him, and she became a pillar of salt" 

Abraham looks toward Sodom.— (v. 27) ^ And Abraham 
gat up early in the morning to the place where he stood 
before the Lord ; (v. 28) And he looked toward Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain, mkL 
beheld, and, lo, the smoke of the country went up as the 
smoke of a furnace, (v. 29) And it came to pass, when 
Ood destroyed the cities of the plain, that. Ood remembered 
Abraham^ and sent liOt out of the midst of the overthrow, 
when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelf 
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Lot and hit daufflkten.— (t. 30) *^ And Lot went ap out 
of Zoax, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two daughters 
with him ; for he feared to dwell in Zoar : and he dwelt 
in a cave, he and his two daughters, (y. 31) And the first- 
bom said nnto the younger, Our father is old, and there is 
not a man in the earth to come iu uuto us after the manner 
of all the earth : (y. 32) Come, let us make our father drink 
wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve seed 
of our father, (v. 33) And they made their father drink 
wine that night : and the firstborn went in, and lay with 
her father ; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor 
when she arose, (v. 34) And it came to pass on the morrow, 
that the firstborn said unto the younger. Behold, I lay 
yesternight with my father ; let us make him drink wine 
this night also ; and go thou in, and lie with him, that we 
may preserve seed of our father, (v. 35) And they made 
their father drink wine that night also : and the younger 
arose, and lay with him ; and he perceived not when she 
lay down, nor when she arose, (v. 36) Thus were both the 
daughters of Lot with child by their father, (v. 37) And 
the firstborn bare a son, and called his name Moah : the 
same is the father of the Moabites unto this day. (v. 38) 
And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name 
Ben-ammi: the same is the father of the children of 
Ammon unto this day.'' 

"7W angels" v. 1. — The Lord — ch. xviii, 1, 22 — re- 
mained with Abraham ; see also v. 13. 

" Sat in the gate," v. 1. — Either to receive strangers — 
Heb. xiii. 2 — or to transact business ; Kuth iv. 1. ; Psa. 
cxxvii. 5 ; see also ch. xxxiv. 20. 

** Into yowr servants house,** v. 2. — There were no inns 
then ; strangers were received into private houses. 

" Urdeavened bread,** v. 3. — Lit., oread of sweet ness—iMot 
made bitter by leaven. There was not time to leaven 
it. — Sp. Com, 

" And Lot went out^ y. 6. — Lot's conduct seems to prove 
that though really righteous — 2 Pet. ii. 7, 8 —yet his moral 
sense had been almost deadened by intercourse with those 
around him ; ch. xiii 11, 13; 2 Cor. vi. 14-17. 

" He will needs he 'a fudge,** v. 9. — In reference to hia 
constant reproofs of their wickedneea \ % 'S^^ M. ^« 
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" They smote the men . . . ^oith blindness" v. 11.— Tem- 
porary ODly, as in 2 Ks. vi, 18. This is the first instance 
of punishment inflicted by angels. 

" His sons in law" v. 14. — He had daughters married 
in Sodom, and also two unmarried, v. 7. Some think, 
however, that ^^ married'' in this verse means betrothed^ 
and that he had ordy two datigkters. The former view is 
preferable. — Bishop Wordsworth^ 

"As one that mockedy* v. 14. — Like Noali and Moses; 
Exod. ii. 14 ; and Luke xvii. 28, 29. 

"/n all the plain,' v. 17. — Once so lovely — ch. xiil 
11-13— now nigh to destruction, 

"i cannot escapei^" f^ ID. — His faith also defective ; see 
note, V. 6. 

"Zes^ some evil take m£,'* v. 19.— Lit., lest the evil — 
about to fall on Sodom. 

" I cannot do any thing^' v. 22. — Such is his care for the 
least of his saints ; Amos ix. 9 ; Key. vii. 3 ; Matt vi. 
25, 26. 

''Zoar," V. 22 = Bela, ch. xiv. 8. It had but few in- 
habitants — "a little one'* 

^^Then^" v. 24. — In broad day — when all were busy; 
see Luke xvii. 28, 30. 

**^The Lord," V. 24. — Jehovah rained — ^from Jehovah. As 
in John iii. 13 ; i. 18 — " the son of man, which is in 
heaven " — though then on earth. 

"Brimstone and fire;' v. 24. — The fire of passion ex- 
tinguished by the^re of torath ; v. 6-9, and John iii. 36 ; 
2 Pet. ii. 6. 

"All the plain^ v. 25. — Not only the cities, but the 
plain ; condemned " vrith an overthrow" 2 Pet. ii. 6. Some 
subterranean convulsion, for now the Dead Sea is over 
1300/66^ below the level of the Mediterranean; ch. xiv. 3. 

" his wife looked back'' v. 26. — A different verb, and a 
different look from that of Abraham, v. 28. 

" A pillar of salt ,' v. 26. — Looking wistfully, or turning 
back — Luke xvii. 32 — she was suffocated and overwhelmed 
by the torrent of bituminous and sulphureous matter. 

** God remembered Abraham^' v. 29. — His intercession — 
ch. xviii. 23 — and the covenant made with him. For his 
sake Lot is spared. 

"Ee dwelt in a cave," v. 30.— Another instance of his 
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want offaithf and weakness of character. God Iiad pro- 
mised it, V. 21. 

"And called his navM Moab^* v. 37.— Moab= /row» a 
father, 

** Benrammtf" ▼. 38 = Sofi of m^ people. — The daughters 
of Lot, like their father — note, y. 6 — suffered from their 
contact with sin in Sodom ; but there is no reason to 
doubt that they were under the impression that all but 
themselves had perished; y. 31. 

CHAPTER XX. 

Abraham's final separation from Lot. He 
dwells at Oerar. Sarah takeq by Abimelech* 
Abraham is reproved by the heathen king. 
Abraham's prayer. Sarah is restored again. 

Abraliam at Gerar. — (v. 1) "And Ahrhh&m Journeyed from 
thence toward the south country, and dwelled between 
Kadesh and Shur, and sqjowmed in Oerar J* 

Sarah Is taken.— (v. 2) "And Abraham said of Sarah his 
wife. She is my sister : and Ahimelech king of Gerar sent, 
and took Sarah/' 

Ablmelech's dream. — (▼. 3) "But God came to Abimelech 
in a dream by night, and said to him, Behold, thou art but 
a dead man, for the woman which thou hast taken ; for she 
is a man's wife. (v. 4) But Abimelech had not come near 
her : and he said, Lord, wilt thou slay also a righJteova 
nation f (v. 5) Said he not unto me, She is my sister 1 and 
she, even she herself said. He is my brother : in the integ- 
rity of my heart and innocency of my hands have I done 
this. (v. 6) And God said unto him in a dream. Yea, I 
know that thou didst this in the integrity of thy heart ; for 
I also withheld thee from sinning against me : therefore 
suffered I thee not to touch her. (v. 7) Now therefore 
restore the man his wife ; for he is a prophet, and he shall 
pray for thee, and thou shalt live : and ii thou restore her 
not, know thou that thou shalt surely die, thou» and all 
that are thine." 

He reproves Abraham.— (v. 8) " Therefore Abimelech rose 
early in the morning, and called all his servants, and told 
all these things in their ears : and the mea '^vvec^ wk« ^x^\.\« 
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(t, 9) Then Abimeledi calM Abnlwaif asd vad uto I 

What baKt thoa done unto m ; and what hare I o&nded 
thei^ that tfaMi hast broogbt on me and on mj kn^dom a 
^reat sin ? thoa hast done deeds onto me that na^t not to 
be done, (v. 10) And Abimdcdi said unto Abvaham, 
}VAiU 9awe$t thcUy that thoa hast d<Mie thk thing?* 

Abraliam's reply, — (t. 11) ''And Abraham said, Becraae 
I thoaghty Sorely the fear of God is not in this idace ; and 
they will slay me for my wife's sake (t. 12) And yet 
indeed jA^s is my sister; she ia the danghter of my father, 
bfat not the daughter of my mother ; and she beame my 
wife. (t. 13) iljid it came to pass, whoi God caoaed me 
to wander from my father's hoose, that I said wnto her, 
fThis is thy kindnev which thoa shalt shew onto me; 
at every place whither we shall ecmie, say of me^ He ia my 
brother." 

AUmeledi'a pre8ent8.~(y. 14) ^And Abimelech took 
sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and womenserrants, and 
gave them unto Abraham, and restored him Sarah his wife. 
(v. 15) And Abimelech said, Behold, my land is before thee: 
dwell where it pleaseth thee. (y. 16) And onto Sarah he 
#»aid, Behold, I nave given thy brother a thotucmd pieces of 
silver : behold, he is to thee a covering of the ej/es, anto all 
that are with thee, and with all others : thus she was re- 
proved.*' 

AtnraHam's prayer.— (v. 17) "So Abraham prayed tmto 
God : and Gk)d healed Abimelech, and his wife, and his 
timidservaDts ; and they bare children, (v. 18) For the 
liord had fast closed up all the wombs of the house of 
Abimelech, because of Sarah Abraham's wife.'' 

" Joumeyedfrom thence^'* v. 1. — Evidently from Mamre, 
oh. xiii. 18. This seems to be v^jmal separation from Lot 
and his family, of whom we hear no more. 

**iSq;oumea in Gerar^* v. 1. — In the ^ege^ or South, not 
far from Gsza, ch. x. 19 ; and Beersheba, ch. xxvi. 26. At 
this time it belonged to the Philistines. 

"ilWwtf/ecA," V. 2 = Father of the king ; or father-king. 

" For she is a man*s wife," v. 3. — A divine sentence 
Against adultery before the decalogue was given. — at, 
Atnbrose^ per Bp. Wordsworth. 

** A riff/ueous nation^* y. 4— Eighteous as regards this 
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ftcfc 6f their king: not absolutely righteous, altliough purer 
than the cities of the plain. 

**i4 prophetj* v. 7 = Nam, —One inspired by God, as the 
medium of revelation to others ; Exoa. vii. 1, and v. 17. 

'* WhoU Bcthoest thoUy^* V. 10. — What crime did he see them 
committing, that led him to form such an opinion and 
adopt such a course ? ch. xiL 12, and y. 11 and 13. 

^^ She 18 my nstsr" v. 12. — Perhaps half-sister, or the 
word sister may have been used in the same wide sense as 
brother, ch. xir. 14, 16= relative ; see xi. 29. Some think 
SSarah was the same as Iscah, the sister of Lot, who is 
called Abraham's brother. 

" A thousand pieces^** v. 16. — Either the value of the 
sheep and oxen (f. 14), or an additional present. 

" A covering of the eyes^^ v. 16. — As a htisband: for he 
who taketh " a man^s vnfe" (v. 3) is " but a dead man " in 
God's sight ; Ex. xx. 14. Or the words may mean that 
these 1000 pieces are intended as compe7isation for the 
insult offered, though unconsciously, to oarah. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

The birth of Isaac. Hagar and Ishmael oast 
cut. They are lost in the wilderness, but 
saved by the an^el of the Lord. Abraham's 
covenant with Abimelech. 

The birth of liaao. — (v. 1) ^^And the Lord visited Sarah 
as he had said, and the Lord did unto Sarah as he had 
spoken, (v. 2) For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a 
son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken 
to him. (y. 3) And Abraham called the name of his son 
that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac, 
(v. 4) And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight 
days old, as God had commanded him. (v. 5) And Abra- 
ham was an hundred years old, when his son Isaac was 
born unto him. (v. 6) And Sarah said, God hath made 
me to lattgh, so that aU that hear wiU laugh with me. (v. 7) 
And she said, 

Who would have said unto Abraham, 
That Sarah should have given children suck 1 
For I have bom him a son in bia o\d ag|^. 
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(y. 8) And the child grew, and vxu weaned: and Abraham 
made a great feast the same day that Isaac was weaned." 

Hagar and Ishmael cast oiit.---(v. 9) ** And Sarah saw the 
son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had bom onto 
Abraham, mocking, (y. 10) Wherefore she said unto 
Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son : for the 
son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, eyen 
with Isaac, (y. 11) And the thing was yery grieyons in 
Abraham's sight because of his son. (y. 12) And God said 
unto Abraham, Let it not be grieyous in thy sight because 
of the lad, and because of thy bondwoman; in all that 
Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her yoice ; for in 
Isaac shall thy seed be called, (y. 13) And also of the son 
of the bondwoman will I make a nation, because he is thy 
seed. (y. 14) And Abraham rose up early in the morning 
and took bread, and a bottle of water, and gaye it unto 
Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the chUd, and sent 
her away : and she departed, and wandered in the wilder- 
ness of Beer-sheba, (y. 15) And the water was spent in the 
bottle, and she cast the child under one of the shrubs.'' 

They are lost in the wilderness. — (y. 16) *^ And she went, 
and sat her down over against him a good way o£^ as it 
were a bowshot : for she said. Let me not see the death of 
the child* And she sat oyer against him, and lift up her 
voice, and wept." 

The Angel of the Lord sayes them.— (y. 17) "And God 
heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called to 
Hagar out of heayen, and said unto her, What aileth thee, 
Hagar ? fear not ; for God hath heard the voice of the lad 
wh^e he is. (y. 18) Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in 
thine hand ; for I will make him a great nation, (y. 19) 
And God opened her eyes, and s?ie saw a well of water; and 
she went, and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad 
drink, (y. 20) And God was with the lad ; and he grew, 
and dwelt in the wilderness, and became an archer, (y. 21) 
And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran : and his mother 
took him a wife out of the land of Egypt." 

The covenant with Ablmelech.— (y. 22) " And it came to 
pass at that time, that Abimelech and Phichol the chief 
captain of his host spake unto Abraham, saying, God is 
with thee in all that thou doest : (y. 23) Now therefore 
swear unto me here by God that thou wilt not deal falsely 
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witb me, nor with my bod, nor with my son's son : but 
accoi*ding to the kindness that I have done unto thee, thou 
shalt do unto me, and to the land wherein thou hast so- 
journed, (v. 24) And Abraham said, I will swear, (y. 25) 
And Abraham reproved Abimelech because of a well of 
water, which Abimelech's servants had violently taken 
away. (v. 26) And Abimelech said, I wot not who hath 
done this thing : neither didst thou tell me, neither yet 
heard I of it, but to day. (v. 27) And Abraham took sheep 
and oxen, and gave them unto Abimelech ; and both of 
them made a covenant (v. 28) And Abraham set seven ewe 
lambs of the flock by themselves, (v. 29) And Abimelech 
said unto Abraham, What mean these seven ewe lambs 
which thou hast set by themselves 7 (v. 30) And he said, 
For these seven ewe lambs shalt thou take of my hand, 
that they may be a witness unto me, that I have digged 
this well. (v. 31) Wherefore he called that place Beer- 
sheba; because there they sware both of them. (v. 32) 
Thus they made a covenant at Beersheba ; then Abimelech 
rose up, and Phichol the chief captain of his host, and tbey 
letumed into the land of the Philistines.'' 

The grove at Beersheba. — (v. 33) *' And Abraham planted 
a grove in Beersheba, and called there on the name of the 
Lord, the everlasting Ood, (v. 34) And Abraham sojourned 
in the Philistines' land many days,^* 



** The Lord visited Sarahy" v. 1. — The word visit indicates 
some special favour ; Exod. iii. 16 ; 1 Sam. ii. 21 ; Luke i. 
68. The birth of Isaac was in some respects typical of our 
Lord's incarnation; Heb. xi. 11 ; Matt. i. 23; Luke i. 45. 

*^ Hath made me to laugh," v. 6. — The name Isaao 
{laughter) commemorates three events, — (1) Abraham's 
lauffh of pleasure, ch. xvii. 17; (2) Sarah's laugh of in- 
credulity, ch. xviii. 13, 15; (3) Sarah's laugh of joy, as here, 

** Who would have said," v. 7. — This is a fragment of a 
song of thanksgiving — see text and 1 Sam. ii. 1-10 ; 2 Sam. 
xxii.; Luke i. 46-55. 

*^AndvKU weaned,** v. 8. — Children are suckled in the 
East generally for two or three years, sometimes for four 
or five; 1 Sam. i. 22-28. 

" The 8on of Eagar . . . mocking^^ v. 9.— lftVvxQ».^ ^^a 
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cow aboQt 17 yean of age. The Holy Ghost explains the 
^^ mocking ^^ by ^^ persecuted;** GaL iv. 29— the world per- 
secuting the Church. 

"(7<M^ oi£t** V. 10.— St, Paul quotes this, cu mspired, 
Sarah spoke, under Divine direction, a prophecy of the 
casting off of the Jewish Church; Bom. xi. 12, 15. 

"/n IsaaCj** v. 12. — Not in Tshmael, but in Isaac; Horn, 
ix. 5-7. A further limitation of the promises of God, from 
Gen. iii. 15 ("Me seed of the vxyman"); — (1) to Setli, (2) to 
Shem, (3) to Abraham, (4) to Isaac. 

" Rose up early f** v. 14. — ^That they might reach a place 
of refuge before noon. 

^^ Bread" v. 14. — This includes "oZ^ sorts ofvictualsJ* 

"-4 bottle^* V. 14. — A skin of kid or lamb sewn up, 
carried by the legs over the shoulder. 

^* And the childf* v. 14. — This is connected with took, not 
with putting. She carried the food and the water on her 
shoulder, but took the child by the hand ; see note v. 9. 

** And sent her away,** v. 14. — Evidently against his 
inclination (v. 11, 12) ; still he must have known from 
the prophecy about Ishmael (v. 13) that he would heprovi- 
d&iitially cared for. 

** Wandered,** v. 14, — lost her way, while endeavouring 
to join the caravan to Egypt. 

*^ Beersheba,** v, 14. — This name was given afterwards. 
It is used by the author by anticipation {prolepsis). It is 
still known as Bir-es-seba — the well of the oath, or of the 
seven ; see. v. 29. 

"*S'A« cast,** V. 15. — The word sometimes means, laid 
down tenderly ; 2 Ks. ii 16. This is its meaning here, not 
cast. 

" 27i4 death of the child,** v. 16. — The young lad was 
exhausted, while the mother, trained to endure, was still 
comparatively strong. 

" Beard tlie voice of the lad,** v. 17. — Probably his expres- 
sions of suffering, heard because of the promise to Abra* 
ham, V. 13. 

" Where he is,** v. 17. — Not now in Abraham's tent, 
where the sanctuary was, but in the desert ; Ps. xxvii. 10. 

" She saw a well,** v. 19. — ^Wells are often so concealed 
by brushwood that even after 9. Ipng search they cannot 
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be found. . Ghxl revealed what toas there before, although 
unteen; 2 Kb. vi. 10, 17; Johu iv. 14. 

" Of Faran,^ y. 21.— See ch. xiv. 6 — east of the desert 
of Shar, and north of the desert of Sinai (Numb. x. 12; 
xii 16) ; now called El-Tih. 

" Took him a wife,'' v. 21. — It was customary for the 
parents to choose wives and husbands for their children ; 
see ch. xxiv. 4. 

" Fhichol,*' V. 22 = The mouth of aW— the official designa- 
tion of the vizier or chief minister of the king = all com" 
manding; eh. xxvL 26. 

" Planted a grove^^ ▼. 33. — A tamarisk, or a grove of 
tamarisks, as witness or memorial that the well was his. 

" The everlasting Ood" v. 33.— Jeliovali El-Olam. Jehovah, 
the God of eternity ; 01am means that which is hidden = 
eternity. 

« Mani/ days" y. 34. — Often three years at least ; 1 Ks. 
a 38, 39; Acts ix. 23; GaL i. 18. 

CHAPTEB XXII. 

The trial of Abraham. The land of Moriah. 
Isaao raised from the dead in a figure. The 
ram oaught in a thioket. Jehovah-jireh^ 
The promise confirmed by an oath. The 
family of Nahor. 

TlM temptation of Al)raliaBi.— (v. 1) ^'And it came to pass 
after these things^ that God did tempt Abraham, and said 
unto him, Abraham : and he said, Behold, here I am. And 
he said, Take now thy son, th^ne ordy eon Isaac, whom thou 
lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him 
there for a burnt ofifering upon one of the mountains which 
I will tell thee of. (v. 3) And Abraham rose up early in the 
morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young 
men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for 
the burnt oifering, and rose up, and went unto the place of 
which God had told him. (v. 4) Then on the third day 
Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. (v. 
5) And Abraham said unto his young men. Abide ye here 
witb the «ss^ and I and the lad will go youdex «sx<^^qi^ks^> 
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and come again to you. (▼. 6) And Abraham took the 
wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Imoc his ton; 
and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife ; and they 
went both of them together, (v. 7) And Isaac spdce unto 
Abraham his father, and said. My father ; and he said, 
Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold tjie fire and the 
wood : but where is the lamb for a burnt offering ? (v. 8) 
And Abraham said, My son, Grod will provide himidf a 
lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of them 
together, (v. 9) And they came to the place which God 
had told him of ; and Abraham built an altar there, and 
laid the wood in order, and hound haac his son, and laid 
him on the altar upon the wood. (v. 10) And Abraham 
stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his 
son." 

Isaac raised in a figure.— (v. 11) " And the angd of ih 
Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abrahun, 
Abraham : and he said. Here am I. (y» 12) And he said, 
Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing 
unto him : for now I know that thou fearest Grod, seeing 
thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me." 

The ram. — (v. 13) '^ And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and 
looked, and behold behind him a ram caugnt in a thicket 
by his horns : and Abraham went and took the ram, and 
offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.'' 

JehOYah-JlrelL— (V. 14) " And Abraham called the name 
of that place Jehovah-jireh: as it is said to this day, In the 
mount of the Lord it shall be seen.'' 

The Lord conflrms his promise.— (▼. 15) " And the angel 
of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second 
time, (v. 16) And said. By myself have I sworn, saith the 
Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son : (v. 17) That in bleas- 
ing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply 
thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand whidi 
is upon the sea shore ; and thy seed shaU possess the gate 
of his enemies ; (v. 18) And in thy seed shall all the nations 
of the earth be blessed ; because thou hast obeyed my voice, 
(v. 19) So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they 
rose up and went together to Beersheba ; and Abraham 
dwelt at Beer-sheba." 

BebelEah's feonily at HaraiL^Cv. 20) ^And it came tq pass 
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after these things, that it was told Abraham, saying, 
Behold MUcah^ she hath also born children unto thy brother 
^ahor; (v. 21) Huz his firstborn, and Buz his brother, 
and Kemuel the father of Aram, (v. 22) And Chesed, and 
Hazo, and Pildash, and Jidlaph, and Bethuel. (v. 23) And 
Bethuel begat Bebekah : these eight Milcah did bear to 
Kahor, Abraham's brother, (y. 24) And his concubine, 
whose name was Beumah, she bare also Tebah, and Gaham, 
and Thahash, and Maachah/' 

*^ After these things,** v. 1. — After years of suspense, before 
Isaac was even born. He meets now a trial severer than all. 

^^Did tempt,** v. 1. — ^As the sun's heat draws out the 
fragrance of flowers — odorem naribus cUtrahit — so God 
inl]^ed the fragrance drawn out by this trial — Robertson's 
Clavis Pent, Here therefore it means not tempt, but assay, 
try, prove ; Exod. zv. 25 ; James i 13. 

" Thine only son,** v, 2. — The only son by Sarah: the only 
son of promise : and now, after Ishmael's departure, the 
only son remaining to him. 

^ Moriahi* v. 2. — The manifestation of Jehovah, from 
raah to see, and Jah. It was a mount in the land of Mo- 
riah where Jehoyidi manifested himself (2 Chr. lii 1 ; 
1 Tim. iii. 16 ; John i« 1, 14X and may haye been Moriah 
itself or Calyary. See also y. 14, it or he ** shall be seen,** 

** On the third day I* v, 4. — It was a three days' journey 
from Gerar to Moriah, ch. zxi 34. One whole day, and 
parts of the^«^ and third; Matt. xii. 40. 

*^And come again!* y, 5. — The yerb come is plural, and 
can only refer to " / and the lad.** St. Paul explains it by 
saying that Abraham belieyed that Qod would restore him 
again eyen from the ashes of the burnt-offering — *^was able 
to raise him up even from the dead;** Heb. xi. 19. 

**Laid it upon Isaac his son,** y. 6. — Comp. John xix. 17. 

*^Promde himself a lamb** v. 8. — Lit., will see the lamb. 
Abraham meant Isaac, but the Lord who guided him in 
this utterance, meant (1) the ram, y. 13, and (2) " the Lamb 
of Qod;** John i. 29. 

^ Bound Isaac^*' v. 9. — Isaac yielded freely to his father's 
will; Ps. xL 6-8; Heb. x. 7-10; 1 Pet. ii. 23; Bom. yiii. 32. 

** The Angd of the Lord,** v. 11.— Up to this verse the 
name JElohim, God, is used ; here thQ namib 3<)[ismiDk Ss^ 
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introdaced, for here intervention in order to gave hj accept- 
ing a ransom for life, is spoken of ; Elohlm generally being 
used for God as Creator in relation to the whole human 
family, Jeliovah as redeemer -in relation to his eoTenant 
people ; HaL iii 1 ; Exod. xxxiii 14 ; Isai. Iziii. 9. 

*' Caught in a thicketj*^ v. la — Where miracles are not 
needed on behalf of his people, providential or human 
agency is made use <^ ; Jolm xi. 39. 

^ Jehovah-jirehy" v. 14. — See note, v. 8. These words 
refer (1) To " the ram:"* (2) To the Lord's appearance— *'A« 
shall be seen** in the Shekinah, in the Tabernacle and 
Temple, on Mount Moriah ; 2 Chr. viL 1-3 : (3) To the 
coming of the Lord to his temple ; MaL iii. 1 ; Hag. iL 9 ; 
John zvL 28: and (4) To his coming in providentid inter* 
ventions to his people's aid during their dark and dondy 
days ; IsaL xxv. 4. 

" The second time^ v. 15. — ^To give him full aasurance of 
the reality of his promise, v. 11, and ci the certainty of 
its fulfilment; Heb. vL 13, 17, 1& 

^ Bast not mthheld/' v. 16.<-Some suppose that our 
Lord's words (Luke z. 24) refer to an unrecorded request 
of Abraham that he might see the Eedeemer^s day. 
** Rg'oiced/* meaning really, vehemently desired. If this 
be so, Qod revealed it, in answer to this request, in the 
sacrifice of Isaac. 

" /Shall possess thegatey^y. 17. — Comp. Deut xzxiiL 27; 
Hoe. xiii. 14; 1 Cor. xv. 25, 54; Eev. xix. 10*12. There 
is also a reference to the possession of Canaan, and iht 
triumph of the Israelites over their temporal enemies; 
Josh. L to xiL 

^ In thy seed," v. 18.-^See eh. xii 3, zviiL 18 ; QaL iii 
16-18. 

'* Thou hast oheyedy* v. 18. — ^The real sacrifice in this 
transaction was not Isaac (Heb. xL 19), but Abraham him- 
self. He yielded himself unto God here, and gained a 
victory over selfhj faith ; Heb. xL 17, 18. 

'* Behold Mihah;* v. 20.— This is introduced here in 
order to trace Bebekab's descent — the wife of Isaac— to 
Nahor, Abraham's brother (see ch. xxiv), and thus prepaie 
for the coming marriage. 

" Unto thy brother Nahor" v. 20.-*Nahor, Ishmael, and 
Jacob had each twelve sons. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

Age and death of Sarah. The oave of Maoh- 
pelah. Sarah's burial there. 

Death of BaralL— (▼. 1) '^ And Sarah was an hundred and 
seven and twenty years old : these were the years of the 
life of Sarah, (v. 2) And Sarah died in Kirjath-arba ; the 
same is Hebron in the land of Canaan : and Abraham came 
to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her.'' 

Alnrabam hnys a burial place.— (v. 3) ^'And Abraham stood 
up from before his dead, and spake unto the sane of Beth, 
saying, (v. 4) I am a stranger and a sojourner with you : 

five me a possession of a burvingplace with you, that I may 
ury my dead out of my sight, (v. 6) And the children of 
Heth answered Abrahajn, saying unto him, (v. 6) Hear us, 
my lord : thou art a mighty prince amons us : in the choice 
of our sepulchres bury thy dead ; none of us shall withhold 
from thee his sepulchre, but that thou may est bur^ thy 
dead. (v. 7) And Abraham stood up, and bowed himself 
to the people of the land, even to the children of Heih. 
(v. 8) And he communed with them, saying. If it be your 
mind that I should bury my dead out of my sight ; hear 
me, and entreat for me to !Ephron the son of Zonar, (v. 9) 
That he may give me the cave of Machpdah^ which he hath, 
which is in the end of his field ; for as much money as it 
is worth he shall give it me for a possession of a buryiug- 
place amongst you. (v. 10) And Ephran dioelt among the 
children of Heth : and Ephron the Hittite answered Abra- 
ham in the audience of the children of Heth, even of all 
that went in at the gate of his city, saying, (v. 11) Nay, 
my lord, hear me : the field give I thee, and the cave that 
is therein, I fi;ive it thee ; in the presence of the sons of my 
people give fit thee ; bury thy dead. (v. 12) And Abra- 
ham bowed down himself before the people of the land, 
(v. 13) And he spake unto Ephron in the audience of the 
people of the land, saying, But if thou wilt ^ve it, I pray 
thee, hear me : I will give thee money for the field ; take 
it of me, and I will bury my dead there, (v. 14) And 
Ephron answered Abraham, saying unto him, (v. 15) Mj 
lord, hearken unto me : the land is worth. io\xT VimtAx^^ 
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shekels of silver ; what is that betwixt me and thee? bury 
therefore thy dead. (v. 16) And Abraham hearkened unto 
Ephron ; and Abraham weighed to Ephron the silver, 
which he had named in the audience of the sons of Heth, 
four hundred shekels of silver, current money with the 
merchant." 

He buries Sarah in UachpelalL— (v. 17) *' And the field 
of Ephron, which was in Machpelah, which was before 
Mamre, the Held, and the cave wnich was therein, and all 
the trees that were in the field, that were in all the borders 
round about, were made sure (v. 18) Unto Abraham for a 
possession in the presence of the children of Heth, before 
all that went in at the gate of his city. (v. 19) And alter 
this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the 
field of Machpelah before Mamre: the same is Hebron in 
the land of Canaan, (v 20) And the field, and the cave that 
is therein, were made sure unto Abraham for a possession 
of a buryingplace by the sons of Heth." 

^And Sarah was" v. 1. — She is the only woman whose 
age, death, and burial are recorded in Scripture ; IsaL IL 2 ; 
1 Pet. iii. 6 ; Gal. iv. 26. She lived 37 years after Isaac's 
birth. 

^^ Kirjath'Arhay" v. 2. — The city of Arha — a chief of the 
Anakim. The first name of the city was Hebron. After- 
wards it fell intQ the hands of the Anakim, who called it 
after their chief ; and when the Israelites, uuder Joshua, 
took possession, they seem to have restored its ancient 
name (Josh. xiv. 15; Judg. i. 10; and ch. xiii. 18J, in 
memory of the alliance in ch. xiv. 13. 

" The sanie is Hebron/' v, 2 = The city of alliance, 
between Abram and the three Amorite brothers, ch. 
xiv. 13. 

"/n the land of Canaan/* v. 2. — This clause seems 
intended to show tnat the promise of the land was already 
being fulfilled. 

^* Abraham came/' v. %—from his own tent, to take his 
place as mourner at the door of Sarah's tent. MoumerB 
usually sat on the ground before the door (Numb. xix. 14) 
while the body was laid inside it ; see v. 3 and Isai. xlviL 1. 
Before his dead, — his still, though dead. 

*^ Unto the sons of Heth/' ▼. 3. — The Amorites inhabited 
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the hills; the Hittites resided in towns and yilla^s ; or 
the Amorites m^ have been driven out at this time by 
the children of Meth — the Hittites. 

"-4 sojourner^** V, 4. — A. stranger in the land sealed to 
himself by promise. See note v. 2 ; and Acts vii. 5 ; Heb. 
XL 13-16 ; 1 Pet. iL 11. 

**A mighty prince " v. 6. — Lit, a prince of Gk)d. Abra- 
ham speaks of himself as a stranger and a sqfoumer, v. 3 ; 
Lake viL 4, 6. 

" Our septtlchres" v. 6. — Abraham could not share their 
sepulchres, for their rites of sepulture were idolatrous ; 
2 Cor. vi. 15-17. 

** Cave of Machpelahy*^ v. 9. — Machpelah means dovhle 
{ike dovJble cave). The burial places of men of wealth were 
Hguallj divided into two parts, 

^Ephron dweltf** v. 10.— Zt^., was sitting "at the gate of 
the eitr/J* The language of Ephron evidences the same 
insmoerity and sdfishness that characterise Oriental traf- 
fickers still; V. 11-14. Four hundred shekels were above 
the value of the field = £50 to £52. 

** Shekels,** v. 15.— From shakal, to weigh, v. 16— worth 
about 2s. 6d. each. Coined money was not known to the 
Helnrews before the Captivity ; see Jer. xxxii. 9, when 
Persian coinage was circulated. In Judas Maccabeus' time 
Jewish coins were struck, b.c. 143. At this time (v. 16) 
money ^* current with the merchant** was probably silver 
bars marked with some special sign, or tmk their weight, 

^Before Mamre** v. 17. — Here it is a place. In ch. 
ziii 18, a person. 

" Were made swre^* v. 20. — By the presence of witnesses 

-the elders or rulers of the place, v. 10, 18; also Jer. 
10. 



CHAPTEK XXIV. 

JLbraham's mission to Mesopotamia. The jour- 
ney. The servant's arrival at Haran. The 
well of water. The family at Haran. Be- 
bekah is betrothed. The return, journey, 
and meeting with Isaao. 

Tbe mission to Meeopotajnla.— (v. 1) ^^ And. Abraluiffn. uoa 
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eld, and well stricken in age : and the Lord had Uened 
Abraham in all things, (v. 2) And Abraham said unto 
his eldest servant of hu house, that ruled over all that ho 
had, Put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh : (v. 3) 
And I will make thee swear by the Lord, the Qod of 
heaven,' and the God of the earth, that thou shalt not take 
a wife unto my son of the daughters of the Canaamtes, 
among whom I dwell : (v. 4) But thou shalt go unto my 
country, and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my aon 
Isaac, (v. 5) And the servant said unto him, Peradventore 
the woman will not be willing to follow me unto this land: 
must I needs bring thy son again unto the land from 
whence thou camest ? (v. 6) And Abraham said unto hun, 
Beware thou that thou bring not my son thither again. 
(v. 7) The Lord God of heaven, which took me from my 
father's house, and from the land of my kindred, and whi<m 
spake unto me, and that sware unto me, saying. Unto thy 
seed will I give this land ; he shoHZ sernd his angel before 
thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from thence, 
(v. 8) And if the woman will not be willing to follow thee, 
then thou shalt be clear from this my oath : only bring not 
my son thither again, (v. 9) And the servant put his 
hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, ana aware- 
to him concerning that matter." 

The Journey. — (v. 10) '^ And the servant took ten camels 
of the camels of his master, and departed ; for all the goods 
of his master were in his hand : and he arose, and went to 
Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor. (v. 11) And he made 
his camels to kneel dovm without the city hy a wdl of water 
at the time of the evening, even the time that women go 
out to draw water." 

The servant's prayer.— (v. 12) "And he said, O Lord God 
of my master Abraham, I pray thee send me good speed 
this day, and shew kindness unto my master Abraham, 
(v. 13) Behold I stand here by the well of water ; and the 
daughters of the men of the city come out to draw water: 
(v. 14) And let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom 
I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may 
drink ; and she shall say, brink, and I will give thy camels 
drink also : let the same be she that thou hast appointed 
for thy servant Isaac ; and thereby shall I know tnat thou 
hast shewed kindness unto my master." 
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Tbe prajrwr answered.— (v. 15) ''And it came to pass, 
before he had done speaking, that, behold, Rebekah came 
out, who was bom to JBethuel, son of MUcah, the wife of 
Nahor, Abraham's brother, with her pitcher upon her 
shoulder. (▼. 16) And the damsel was very fair to look 
upon, a virgin, neither had any man known her : and she 
went down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came 
up. (y. 17) And the servant ran to meet her, and said. 
Let me, I pray thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher, 
(v. 18) And she said, Drink, my lord : and siie basted, and 
let down her pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink. 
(v. 19) And when she had done giving him drink, she said, 
I will draw water for thy camels also, until they have done 
drinking, (v. 20) And she hasted, and emptied her pitcher 
into the trough, and ran again into the well to draw water, 
and drew for all his camels, (v. 21) And the man wonder- 
ing at her held his peace, to wit whether the Lord had made 
his journey prosperous or not. (v. 22) And it came to pass, 
as the camels had done drinking, that the man took a gol- 
den earring of half a shekel weight, and two bracelets for 
her hands of ten shekels weight of gold; (v. 23) And said, 
Whose daughter art thou ? tell me, I pray thee : is there 
room in thy father's house for us to lodge in ? (v. 24) And 
she said unto him, I am the daughter of Bethuel the son 
of Milcah, which she bare unto Nahor. (v. 25) She said 
moreover unto him. We have both straw and provender 
enough, and room to lodge in. (v. 26) And the man bowed 
down his head, and worshipped the Lord. (v. 27) And he 
said, Blessed be the Lord God of my master Abraham, who 
hath not left destitute my master of his mercy and his 
truth : I being in the way, the Lord led me to the house 
of my master's brethren, (v. 28) And the damsel ran, and 
told them of her mother^s house these things." 

He is entertained by Laban.— (v. 29) ** And Rebekah had 
a brother, and his name was Laban : and Lahan ran out 
unto the man, unto the well. (v. 30) And it came to pass, 
when he saw the earring and bracelets upon his sister's 
hands, and when he heard the words of Bebekah his sister, 
saying, Thus spake the man unto me ; that he came unto 
the man ; and, behold, he stood by the camels at the well. 
(y. 31) And he said. Come in, thou blessed of the Lord ; 
wherefore standest thou without ? for I Idav^ ignc%;^^x^^^(^^ 
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hoase, and room for the camels, (t. 32) And the man esme 
into the house ; and he nngirded his camels, and gave straw 
and provender for the camels, and water to wash his feet^ 
and the men's feet that were with him." 

He tells bis errand.— (v. 33) '^ And there was set meat 
before him to eat : but he said, / wUl not eat, until I have 
told mine errand. And he said^ Speak on. (v. 34) And he 
said, I am Abraham's servant (v. 35) And the Lord hath 
blessed my master greatly ; and he is become great : and 
he hath given him locks, and herds, and silver, and gold, 
and menservants, and maidservants, and camels, and assea 
(v. 36) And Sarah my master's wife bare a son to my mas- 
ter when she was old: and unto him hath he given all that 
he bath. (v. 37) And my master made me swear, saying. 
Thou shalt not take a wife to my son of the danght^ ol 
the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell : (v. 38) But thon 
shalt go unto my father's house, and to my kindred, and 
take a wife unto my son. (v. 39) And I said unto my 
master, Peradventure the woman will not follow me. 
(v. 40) And he said unto me. The Lord, before whom 
I walk, will send his angel with thee, and prosper thy way; 
and thou shalt take a wife for my son of my kindred, and 
of my father's house: (v. 41) Then shalt thou be clear from 
this my oath, when thou comest to my kindred ; and if 
they give not thee one, thou shalt be clear from my oath, 
(v. 42) And I came this day unto the well, and said, 
Lord God of my master Abraham, if now thou do prosper 
my way which I go : (v. 43) Behold, I stand by the well 
of water ; and it shall come to pass, that when the virgin 
Cometh forth to draw water, and I say to her. Give me, I 
pray thee, a little water of thy pitcher to drink ; (v. 44) 
And she say to me, Both drink tnou, and I will also draw 
for thy camels: let the same be the woman whom the Lord 
hath appointed out for my master's son. (v. 45) And 
before I had done speaking in mine heart, behold, Bebekah 
came forth with her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went 
down unto the well, and drew water : and I said unto her, 
Let me drink, I pray thee. (v. 46) And she made haste, 
and let down her pitcher from her shoulder, and said, 
Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also : so I drank, 
and she made the camels drink also. (v. 47) Ajid I asked 
her, and said, whose daughter art thou? And she said. The 
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daughter of Bethnel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bare unto 
him : and I put the earring upon her face, and the brace*' 
lets upon her hands, (▼. 48) And I bowed down my head, 
and worshipped the Lord, and blessed the Lord God of my 
master Abraham, which had led me in the right way to 
take my master^s brother^ s daughter unto his son. (v. 49) 
And now if ye will deal kindly and truly with my master, 
tell me : and if not, tell me ; that I may turn to the right 
hand, or to the left." 

Her brothers consent. — (v. 50) ''Then Lahan and Bethud 
answered and said, The thing proceedeth from the Lord : 
we cannot speak unto thee bad or good. (v. 51) Behold, 
Bebekah is before thee, take her, and ^o, and let her be 
thy master's son's wife, as the Lord hath spoken, (v. 52) 
And it came to pass, that,^when Abraham's servant heard 
their words, he worshipped the Lord, bowing himself to 
the earth." 

Tbe betrothal— (v. 53) ''And the servant brought forth 
jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave 
them to Bebekah : he gave also to her brother and to her 
mother precious things, (v. 54) And they did eat and 
drink, he and the men that were with him, and tarried all 
night ; and they rose up in the morning, and he said. Send 
mc away unto my master, (v. 55) And her brother and 
her mother said. Let the damsel abide with us a few days, 
at the least ten ; after that she shall go. (v. 56) And he 
said unto them. Hinder me not, seeing the Lord hath pros- 
pered my way ; send me away that I may go to my 
master, (v. 57) And they said, We will call the damsel, 
and enquire at her mouth, (v. 58) And they called Bebe- 
kah, and said unto her. Wilt thou go with this man? And 
she said, / will go. (v. 59) And they sent away Bebekah 
their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his 
men. (v. 60) And they blessed Bebekah, and said unto 
her. Thou art our sister, be thou the mother of thousands 
of millions, and let thy seed possess the gate of those which 
hate them. 

The departure from Haran.— (v. 61) "And Bebekah arose, 
and her damsels, and they rode upon the camels, and fol- 
lowed the man : and the servant took Bebekah, and went 
his way." 

The first meeting with Isaao.— (v. 62) '^ Axl<^ \^^a^ <^\s^<ix 
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from the way of the well Lahat-roi; for he dwelt in the 
south country, (y. 63) And Isaac went out to meditate in the 
field at the eventide : and he lifted up his eyes, and saw, 
and, behold, the camels were coming. (7. 64) And Bebekah 
lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she lighted of 
the camd. (v. 65) For she had said unto the servant, What 
man is this that walketh in the field to meet us ? And ^ 
servant had said, It is my master : therefore she took a 
vailf and covered herself, (v. 66) And the servant told 
Isaac all things that he had aone." 

The marriage. — (v. 67) ^' And Isaac brought her pito lus 
mother Sarah's tent, and took Bebekah, and she became 
his wife ; and he loved her : and Isaac was comforted 
after his mother's death." 



^^ Abraham woe old^^ v. 1.— About 140 years of age; 
ch. xxL 6 ; xxv. 20. 

" Eldest servant,** v. 2.— Some think Eliezer of Damascus; 
but see note ch. xv. 2. 

"Pm^ . , , thy hand** v. 2. — ^A form of oath found only 
here and in ch. xlvii. 29, when Jacob asks Joseph to bind 
himself thus. 

" Bring not my son** v. 6. — ^To send Isaac, the heir of 
promise, back to the land from which Abraham was called 
would have been an act of disobedience. Tet, as the 
Oanaauites were idolatrous, and his own family retained, 
though amid some corruptions, the knowledge of Jehovah, 
there only could Isaac's wife be sought. 

" ShalL send his angd,*' v. 7. — He had seen and conversed 
with angels (Heb. i. 14), but this confidence was based on 
the promise of a covenant Qod; ch. xii. 3; xv. 1-6; 
xviii. 16-19. 

^^Mesopotamia.** v. 10. — Hebrew, Aram-Naharaim ; 
Aram = highlands ; Naharaim = two rivers, — the highkoids 
of the two rivers Tigris and Euphrates. Aram (Syria) is 
an extensive region ; the term Naharaim is added to it to 
indicate to what part of Aram the servant is to proceed — 
the Syria which lies between the two rivers. 

" l^he city ofNahor,** v. 10. — Haran or Charran, ch. xi. 31, 

"To hned down,** v. 11, — Camels always kneel down 
near a well, that they may be unloaded and rest. — 
Thomson, p. 502. 
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**By a weU/* y. 11. — ^There is still a well to the 
soath-west of Haran, outside the town. It is covered by 
a square stone, with a circular hole in it through which to 
draw water ; a flight of iteps (v. 16) leads down to it. 
Wells were frequented by women in the mornings and 
evenings, and from them the servant would be certain of 
learning all he wanted to know as to the people of the 
town. 

**B€hekahy" v. 16. — Heb., Ribkah, a cord with a noose — 
hence one who ensnares by her beautv. — Oeseniua. Bebe- 
kah was grand-daughter of Nahor, Aoraham's brother, yet 
married to Isaac, Aoraham's son, a strong though minute 
mark of truth confirming the statement that Isaac was the 
ton of Abraham! s old age, — Blunt^e Undesigned Coin" 
cidences. 

*^Son of MUcah^ v. 16. — The aramdmothefi^a name is 
mentioned, lest Eebekah should be supposed to be de- 
scended from Nahor's concubine, eh. xxii. 24. 

^^ Wondering at her^^ v. 21. — ^At finding his prayer so 
remarkably answered. 

" Earring** v. 22. — Nose-ring. See margin and v. 47 ; 
Exod. XXXV. 22. 

" Of her mother^s housed* v. 28. — That is, the women of 
the family, not the men. It may be, however, that the 
expression implies that her father was dead. The mother's 
name is nowhere given, v. 29, 66. 

^^Jtebekah had a brother,** v. 29. — The father Bethuel being 
dead (see note v. 28), or from some cause unnoticed. See 
di. xxiz. 6, where the gi'andfather is named and the father 
omitted. 

" Laban ran out** v. 29. — The sight of the golden orna- 
ments seems to have at once enchained him, v. 48 and 60. 
In his conduct to Jacob we see this feature of his character 
more strongly marked, ch. xxxi. 6. 

"/ wilt not eaty* v. 33. — Either because unwilling to 
establish a bond of friendship without better knowledge 
of the family, or from devotedness to his master's service ; 
John iv. 34. 

" When she was old^** v. 36. — Explaining how Isaac could 
be of an age suitable for a marriage with Bebekah, his 
cousin's daughter, i,e,, his father's grand-niece. See note 
V. 16. 
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" My master^s hrothefi's daughter," v. 48.— Grand-dangh- 
ter ; notes v. 15 and 36. 

^Lahan and Bethvjd^ v. 60. — If tliis Bethud were 
Bebekah's father he woald be named first. Laban and 
Bethuel seem to have been both sons of Bethuel (t. 47), and 
brothers of Kebekah, v. 58 and 60 ; Prov. xxxi. 10. 

^^ Jewels of silver^* v. 53. — ^Paid as dowry-money to the 
bride's family. 

^^ Her brother," v. 55. — ^The father is not named. See 
notes v. 29 and 50. 

" / vnU go,'^ V. 58. — She was not deciding whether she 
would marry Isaac or not, but whether she would go cA 
once, or wait a few days, v. 55 and 60. 

" La-kai-roiy* v. 62. — See ch. xvi. 14. He seems to have 
ffone there either to inspect his flocks, or for purposes of 
aevotion. 

" To meditate/' v. 63. — His mother had not long been 
dead, ch. xxiii. The allusion in v. 67 seems to show his 
mother's loss was the subject of this meditation. 

" Lighted of the camel," v. 64. — All persons, including 
women, if riding, alight in presence of persons of rank ; 
1 Sam. XXV. 23. 

" A vail," V. 65.— The bridal vail ; 1 Cor. xi. 3-10, and 
oh. XX. 16. 

CHAPTEK XXV. 

Abraham's marriage with Eeturah. His death 
and burial. The generations of Ishmael. 
The generations of Isaao. Birth of Jacob 
and Esau. Esau sells his birthright. 

Abraham marries Keturah. — (v. 1) ^'Then again Abraham 
took a wife, and her name was Keturah, (v. 2) And die 
bare him Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Hidkm, 
and Ishbak, and Shuah. (v. 3) And Jokshan begat Shiba 
and Dedan. And the sons of Dedan were Asshurim, and 
Letushim, and Leummim. (v. 4) And the sons of Midian; 
Ephah, and Epher, and Hanoch, and Abidah, and "Ffl di^frh 
All these were the children of Keturah. (v. 5) And Abra- 
ham gave all that he had unto Isaac, (v. 6) But unto the 
sons of the concubines which Abraham had, Abraham gave 
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gifts, and sent them away from Isaac his son, (while he yet 
uvea), eastward, nnto the east comUry'^ 

Deatb of Abraliam. — (▼. 7) '' Aud these are the days ol 
the years of Abraham's life which he lived, an hundred 
threescore and fifteen years, (v. 8) Then Abraham gave 
up the ghost, and died in a good old age, an old mem, and 
full of years ; and was gathered to his people, (v. 9) And 
hi» 80718 Isaac and Ishmael buried him in tne cave of Mac^ 
pdahy in the field of Ephron the Bon of Zohar the Hittite, 
which is before Mamre ; (v. 10) The field which AbnJiam 
purchased of the 8on8 of Heth: there was Abraliam buried, 
and Sarah his wife. (v. 11) And it came to pass after the 
death of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac ; and 
Isaac dwelt by the well Lahai-roi." 

The family of IshmaeL— (v. 12) "Now these are thi 
generations of Ishmad, Abraham's sod, whom Hagar the 
Egyptian, Sarah's handmaid, bare unto Abraham : (v. 13) 
And these are the names of the sons of Ishmad, by their 
names, according to their generations : the firstborn of 
Ishmael, Nebajoth ; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam, 
(v. 14) And Mishma, aud Dumah, and Massa, (v. 15) 
Hadar, and Tema, Jetur, Napliish, and Kedemah : (v. 16) 
These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their names, 
hy their towns, and by their castles; twelve princes according 
to their nations." 

Deatb of IslmiaeL — (v. 17) " And these are the years of 
the life of Ishmael, an hundred and thirty and seven years: 
and he gave up the ghost and died ; and was gathered 
unto his people, (v. 18) And they dwelt from Havilah 
unto Shur, that is before Eg3rpt, as thou goest toward 
Assyria : and he died in the presence of all his brethren." 

Tbe generations of Isaac.— (v. 19) *'And these are the 
venerations of Isaac^ Abraham's son : Abraham begat 
Isaac : (v. 20) And Isaac was forty years old when he took 
Kebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of 
Padan-aram, the sister to Laban the Syrian, (v. 21) And 
Isaac tntreated the Lord for his wife, because she was 
barren : and the Lord was intreated of him, and Bebekah 
his wife conceived." 

ae1)ekali entiuires of the Lord.~(v. 22) " And the children 
struggled together within her ; and she said. If it be so^ 
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-why am I thus? And she went to eruruire of the Lord. 
(v. 23) And the Lord said unto her. Two nations are in 
thy womb, and two manner of people shall be separated 
from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger 
than the other people ; and the elder shall serve the 
younger." 

Birth of Esau and Jacob.— (v. 24) ''And when her days to 
be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her 
womb. (v. 25) And the first came out red, all over like an 
hairy garment ; and they called his name Esatt, (v. 26) 
And after that came his brother out, and his hand took 
hold on Esau's heel ; and his name was called Jtxcob ; and 
Isaac was threescore years old when she bare them. (v. 27) 
And the boys grew : and Esau was a cunning hunter, a 
man of the field ; and Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in 
tents, (v. 28) And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of 
his venison : but Rebekah loved Jacob,** 

Esau sells Ms' birthright.— (v. 29) *'And Jacob sod pot- 
tage: and Esau came from the field, and he was famt: 
(v. 30) And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with 
that same red pottage ; for I am faint : therefore was his 
name called Edom. (v. 31) And Jacob said, Sdl tm this 
day th^ birthright, (v. 32) And Esau said, Behold, I am 
at the point to die : and what profit shall this birthright 
do to me ? (v. 33) And Jacob said. Swear to me this day ; 
and he sware unto him : and he sold his birthright unto 
Jacob, (v. 34) Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage 
of lentiles; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and 
went his way : thus Esau despised his birthright." 



" Keturah^ v, 1 = Incense. Some suppose that this 
marriage took place after Sarah^s death. Others, tiiat 
Keturah was only a concubine (1 Chron. L 32) whom he 
had taken long before, although the record of it was post- 
poned in order to conclude Abraham's history first. 

^^Medan and Midian** v. 2. — ^Two tribes merged into 
one— Midianites, v. 4; ch. xxxvii. 28 and 36. They dwelt 
in the peninsula of Sinai ; Exod. iL 16, 16, 21; iii. 1; also 
Numb. xxiL; Judg. vi.-viiL 

" Sh^a and Dedan** v. 3. — ^The same names are found 
among the descendants of Gush ; see ch. z. 7. 



NOTJBS ON GENESIS. 98 



« 



Ephahf^* ▼. 4.— A tribe of Midianites, rich in camels, 
gold, and incense ; Isai. Iz. 6. 

" The ecut country^ v. 6. — Into Arabia. Its inhabitants 
were called Bene-kedem =■ Children of the East ; Judg. vL 
3 ; 1 Kb. iv. 30. 

**Anald man^ v. 8. — He lived 35 years after Sarah's 
death and Isaac's marriage. He was 175 years old when 
he died. He lived 100 years after his entrance into 
Canaan — after his call. His death is recorded here, that 
Isaac's history may not be interrupted ; but the true place 
is between v. 26 and 27, when Jacob and Esau were 15 
years. 

** Oathered to kiipeopley' v. 8. — This cannot refer to his 
hwicdy for his people (fathers) were not buried in Canaan, 
bat in Ur of the Chaldees. Its meaning is, clearly, that 
his spirit at death joined the souls of the faithful. His 
burial is afterwcarck recorded, v. 9. He was gathered 
before the burial ; ch. zxxv. 29 ; xlix. 29-33 ; Deut. xzxii 
50 ; Luke xvi. 23 ; Heb. xii. 22-24. 

"ifw «on«," V. 9. — The father's death united them; 
ch. zxviii 9. 

^^ MachpeloLh^ v. 9a- The double cave; see ch. xxiii. 9. 

" Of the sons of Heth" v. 10. — He seems also to have 
pardiased the other burial place at Shechem (see Acts 
vii. 16) oiihi^ eons of Emmor. — Wordeworth,<^, xxiii.; and 
ActsviL 

" The aenerations of Tehmad,^ v. 12.— The 8th of the 
tdedoth benns here ; see p. 8, and ch. ii. 4. It gives us 
the descendants of Hagar and Ishmael, and thus prepares 
us for the 9th — " the generations of Isaac" v. 19. 

" The sons of Ishmael" v. 13.—- The fulfilment of the 
prophecies and promises given in ch. xvi. and xviL is here 
recorded, first, in the greatness of Ishmael's posterity 
(v. 16; ch. xvii. 20); secondly, in their independence, 
ch. xvi. 12. 

*' By their tovms" v. 16. — (1) The oldest inhabitants of 
Arahuz were probably the descendants of Cush, ch. x. 7. 
(2) The pure Arabs were probablv the Semitic descendants 
of Joktan, ch. x. 26-29. (3) The Most-AraJbia/ns (mixed 
Arabians) are the Ishmaelites of this verse, and the other 
descendants of Abraham by Keturah. Their stronghold 
was PetrOj near Mt. ^Qvc^Wordsworth. Towns mfiOA. 
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merely endosures^ Bedouin villages formed by tenirdoths 
spread over stone walls. Castles were probably eneamp- 
merUs, 

" Twelve princes,^ v. 16.— See ch. xviL 20 ; see notSf 
ch. xxii. 21-24. These twelve tribes of Ishmaelites in- 
habited the northern desert of Arabia, and embraced at a 
later period the religion of Mahomet. They exist still 
** distinct and independent tribes,^ 

** He died in the ^esence,^ v, 18.— The verb here used is 
Tbophal \jxiy along ^ i.e., encamped in Judg. viL 12, and this 
gives a better sense, as fulfilling the prophecy, ch. xvL 13) 
— he encamped, settled, or dwelt m the presence. — Jamiestm, 
£rk and Faus. 

*^The generations of IsaaCy v, 19. — ^The 9th of the 
generations (toledoth), v. 12. 

*^Padan Aram^' v. 20=^ The plain of the high^cmds^ at 
the foot of the mountain region in which Haran was 
situated. 

" The Syrian,^ v. 20; — The Aramean, ch. xxiv. 10. 

" Entreated the Lord" v. 21. — A better course than that 
which Abraham had followed, ch. xvi. For 20 years Be- 
bekah continued childless (v. 26), yet Isaac's seed was to 
h^^ as the stars," 

^^Ifit he so" V. 22. — K such pain, why did I conoem^ 
or why do I live. 

" To efnquire" v. 22. — There were as yet no shrine, no 
prophets, both belonging to the Tbeocrapy. Some say she 
enquired of Shem, who was yet alive, or of Melchizedek (as 
Exod. xviiL 15); but she seems to have merely prayed 
earnestly, the Lord answering, as usual in the patnai^uud 
age, either by vision or by dream. 

" Two nations" v. 23. — ^This prophecy was not true of 
the children (Bom. ix. 12), but of the nations descended 
from them ; Mai. i 2-4. 

" Esau" V. 25 = Hairy or rough, Edom (v. 30) means 
red. 

^^ Jacob" V. 26 = -4 hed catcher. Tripping us like a 
wrestler, ch. xxvii. 36 ; Hos. xii. 3. 

** He did eat of his veniso^i" v. 28. — He was fond of 
gamSy or he may have been at that time weakened by a 
dangerous sickness, and unable to take his ordinary food. 
'^Elumf's Undesigned Coincidences, p. 37. 
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^ Rebekah loved Jacob,** v. 28. — Favoritism produced 
here, as it ever does, injurious effects on the children, 
cL xxxvii. 4. 

" Pottage" v. 29. — From the next chapter we learn that 
there was ^^ a famine** (ch. xxri.), hence perhaps the secret 
of Esau's conduct— "Ai was faint.** Pottage was a soup 
made of lentils, or small beans called Adas ; 2 Sam. xvii. 

sa 

** Red,** V. 30. — Including brown or chocolate colour. 

^*8dl me , . thy birthright** v. 31. — Its privilegeB 
were — (1) Succession to the father's place in the family and 
tribe ; (2) A claim to the father's blessing, ch. xxvii. 4 ; 
(3) A double portion of the goods, Deut. xxi. 15-17 ; (4) 
The domestic priesthood, Exod. iv. 22 ; (5) The promise, 
of Canaan, and the spiritual blessings pertaining to it. 

*• What profit,** v. 32.— To save the life of his bod^ 
(v. 29) he sacrificed his own prospects and those of, his 
children; Matt. iv. 4. Hence he is called ^^ a profane 
person ;** Heb. xiL 16 — he " despised his birthright, v. 34. 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

The Famine. Isaac at Oerar. His want of 
openness respecting Bebekah. He is pros- 
pered there, bnt obliged to leave ; he dwells 
in the Valley. The wells of water. The 
Lord appears to him at Beersheba. Abi- 
melech's covenant with Isaac. 

The famine In Canaan.— (v. 1) '' And there was a famine 
in the land, beside the first famine that was in the days of 
Abraham. And Isaac went unto Abimelech king of the 
Philistines unto Oerar** 

Isaac dweUB at Oerar. — (v. 2) ''And the Lord appeared 
unto him, and said, Go not down into Egypt ; dwell in the 
land which I shall tell thee of : (v. 3) Sojourn in this land, 
and I will be with thee, and will bless thee ; for unto thee, 
and nnto thy seed, I will give all these countries, and I will 
perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father; 
(v. 4) And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars 
of heaven, and will give unto thy seed a\\ >iSi"&a^ wi\3i^T\s»% 
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and in thy seed aliall all the nations of the earth be blessed; 
(▼. 5) Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept 
my charge, my commandments, my statates, and my law&' 
Isaac deceives Ablmeledi. — (v. 6) '^And Isaac dwelt in 
Gterar : (v. 7) And the men of the place asked him of his 
wife ; and he said, She is my sister : for he feared to sav. 
She is my wife ; lest, said he, the men of the place shomd 
kill me for Bebekah ; because she was fair to look upon, 
(v. 8) And it came to pass, when he had been there a loDg 
time, that Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out at 
a window, and saw, and, behold, Isaac was sporting witii 
Hebekah his wife. (v. 9) And Abimelech called Isasuc^ 
and said. Behold, of a surety she is thy wife : and how 
saidst thou. She is my sister ? And Isaac said unto lum. 
Because I said. Lest I die for her. (v. 10) And Abimelech 
said. What is this thou hast done unto us ? one of the peo- 

Ele might lightly have lien with thy wife, and thou shouldest 
ave brought guiltiness upon us. (v. 11) And Abimelech 
charged all his people, saying. He that toucheth this man 
or his wife shall surely be put to death." 

He is prospered tbere.— (v. 12) ^'Theu Isaac sowed in that 
laud, and received iu the same year an hundredfold: and 
the Lord blessed him. (v. 13) And the man waxed great, 
and went forward, and grew until he became very ffreat : 
(v. 14) For he had possession of flocks, and possession of 
herds, and great store of servants : and the Philistines 
envied him. (v. 15) For all the wells which his father's 
servants had digged in the days of Abraham his father, 
the Philistines had stopped them, and filled them with 
earth." 

The Philistines' envy.— (v. 16) '^ And Abimelech said unto 
Isaac, Go from us ; for thou axt much mightier than we. 
(v. 17) And Isaac departed thence, and pitched his tent 
in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt there." 

The wells of water.— (v. 18) " And Isaac digged again the 
weUs of water, which they had digged in the days of Abra- 
ham nis father; for the Philistines had stopped them 
after the death of Abraham : and he called their names 
after the names by which his father had called theoL 
(v. 19) And Isaac's servants digged in the valley, and 
found there a well of springing water, (v. 20) And the 
herdmen of Gerar did strive witn Isaac's herdmen, saying, 
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The water is onr's : and he called the name of the well 
Esek ; because they strove with him. (y, 21) And they 
diffged another well, and strove for that also : and he 
caU^ the name of it Sitnah. (▼. 22) And he removed from 
thence, and digged another well ; and for that thev strove 
not : and he caUed the name of it Rehohoth ; and he said. 
For now the Lord hath made room for us, and we shall 
be fruitful in the land. (v. 23) And he went up from 
thence to Beersheba." 

Tbe Lord appears again. — (v. 24) "And the Lord appeared 
unto him the same night, and said, I am the Qod of Abra- 
ham thy father : fear not, for I am with thee, and will 
bless thee, and multiply thy seed for my servant Abraham's 
sake. (v. 25) And he builded an altar there, and called 
upon the name of the Lord, and pitched his tent there : 
and there Isaac's servants digged a well.'' 

The covenant with Ablmeleoli.— (v. 26) " Then Abimelech 
went to him from Gerar, and Ahuzzath one of his friends, 
and Phichol the chief captain of his army. (v. 27) And 
Isaac said unto them, Wherefore come ye to me, seeing ye 
hate me, and have sent me away from you ? (v. 28) And 
thev said. We saw certainly that the Lord vhm with thee: 
and we said, Let there be now an oath betwixt us, even 
betwixt us and thee, and let us make a covenant with 
ihee ; (v. 29) That thou wilt do us no hurt, as we have not 
touched thee, and as we have done unto thee nothing but 
ffood, and have sent thee away in peace : thou art now the 
blessed of the Lord. (v. 30) And he made them a feast, 
and they did eat and drink, (v. 31) And they rose up 
betimes in the morning, and sware one to another : and 
Isaac sent them away, and they departed from him in 
peace, (v. 32) And it came to pass the same day, that 
Isaac's servants came, and told him concerning the well 
which they had digged, and said unto him, We have found 
water, (v. 33) And he called it Shehah: therefore tbe 
name of the city is Beer-sheba unto this day." 

Esau's marriages.— (v. 34) "And Esau was forty jrears 
old when he took to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri the 
Hittite, and Bashemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite : 
(v. 36) Which were a grief of mind unto Isaac fliid to 
Rebekah." 
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" A famine in the land," v. 1. — The same famine forced 
Esaa to sell his birthright, and Isaac to leave Hebron; 
cL xzv. 32. 

" Unto Oerar," v. 1.— The great central road to Egypt 
lay through Gerar ; v. 2. 

" The L<yrd appeared,*^ v. 2. — ^This was the first time the 
Lord appeared to Isaac. It was sixty years after be had 
last appeared to Abraham ; ch. xxiL 

" All these countries,"* v. 3. — The land was at this time 
divided among the numerous petty tribes of the Canaanites 
(ch. XV. 19-21), hence the word " countries." 

" The oath," v. 3.— See ch. xxiL 16; Luke i. 74, 75. 

" She is my sister," v. 7. — See ch. xx. 1-8. The word 
sister was sometimes used in a very general sense (cL 
xxiv. 59); but Isaac evidently intended to suppress the 
truth, and, like Abraham, was rebuked bv the PhilistineB ; 
V. 10; 1 Pet. iv. 11, 15. 

"An hundredfold" v. 12. — "The Lord's blessing maketk 
rich;** Prov, x. 22, and v. 13, 14. This increase may also 
foreshadow the spiritual ingathering predicted by the 
prophets (Ps. Ix. 8 ; cviii. 9), and realised by the apostles 
in the sam£ country; Acts viii 26, 40 ; Psa. cxxvi. 5, 6. 

** The wells of water" v. 18. — Stopped by the Philistines 
through envy ( v. 15), they were reopened by Isaac (v. 18). 
"Genuine reformation reopens the old wells of Scriptural 
truth that have long been stopped by tradition and error ;" 
see Numb. xxi. 17, 18 ; John iv. 14. — Bp. Wordsworth. 

" Rehoboth," v. 22 = room; now Wady er-Ruhaibeh, 
south of Beersheba. In digging wells for the waters of 
life there are still the Esek (stnfe) and the Sitnah (hatred), 
but the Lord's people will find that both shall be over- 
ruled to the enlargement (Rehoboth) of His Church (Psa. 
Ixvi. 11, 12) — 'through fire and water" . . . "into a wealthy 
place." 

" The same night,*' v. 24. — When the opposition of the 
Philistines was at its height, then the Lord appeared to 
him ; Deut. xxxii. 36 ; ch. xxii. 14. 

" And Fhichol," v. 26. — Abimelech was king and Phichol 
his chief minister fully 70 years before ch. xxi ; but both 
names may have been, like Pharaoh, titles— Abimelech = 
my father the king, and Phichol = the mouth of all. 

" The Lord was with thee,*' v. 28. — Here and in v. 29 
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Abimelech speaks of the Lord (Jehovah), having been led 
to use the name by hearing it frequently from the mouth 
of the Patriarch. 

" Called it Shebah," v. 33.— This was a "renewed pro- 
clamation " of a name given long before^ ch. xxi. 32. Names 
were frequently reimposed for a new reason^ showing the 
prophetic character of names, which exhibits itself on 
several successive occasions. There are still two wells in 
the same place bearing the name Bir-es-seba — one dug 
by Abraham, the other by Isaac. 

"il grief of mind" v. 35.— Esau sinned by marrying 
two wives, both of the race of the Canaanites (v. 34) ; 
hence probably called a "fornicator," Heb. xii. 16. 

CHAPTER XXVII. 

Isaac's dangerous illness. ^ He desires to bless 
Esan. Jaoob, personating Esau, obtains the 
blessing. Esau's distress. He threatens 
his brother^ who is sent away in consequenoe 
by Kebekah. 

Isaac's iUnesB. — (v. 1) ''And it came to pass, that when 
Isaac was old^ and his eyes were dim, so that he could not 
see, he called Esau his eldest son, and said unto him, My 
son : and he said unto him. Behold, here am I. (v. 2) And 
he said. Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my 
death." 

He desires to give tbe patriarchal blessing.— (v. 3) '' Now 
therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and 
thy bow, and go out to the field, and take me some 
veuison ; (v. 4) And make me savoury meat, such as I love, 
and bring it to me, that I may eat; that my soul may bless 
thee before I die." 

Bebekah urgres Jacob to secure It.— (v. 5) ''And Bebekah 
heard when Isaac spake to Esau his son. And Esau went 
to the field to hunt for venison, and to bring it. (v. 6) 
And Eebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying, Behold, 
I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, saying, 
(v. 7) Bring me venison, and make me savoury mft^fc^\Jcv"^ 
I may eat, and bless thee before the Lord\ieiox€> m^ ^«eMXi. 
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(t. 8) Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to 
that which I command thee. (y. 9) Go now to the flock, 
and fetch me from thence two good kids of the goats ; and 
I will make them savoury meat for thy father, such as he 
loveth : (v. 10) And thou shalt brin^ it to thy father, that 
he may eat, and that he may bless thee before his death.* 

Jacob's remonstrance. — (v. 11} *'And Jacob said to Be- 
bekah his mother, Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, 
and I am a smooth man : (v. 12) My father peradventore 
will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver ; and I 
shall bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing." 

Bebekah over-rules It. — (v. 13) ''And his mother said un- 
to him, Upon me be thy curse, my son : only obey mv voice, 
and so fetch me them. (v. 14) And he went, and fetched, 
and Drought them to his mother : and his mother made 
savoury meat, such as his father loved." 

He puts on Esau's raiment.— (v. 15) " And Bebekah took 
goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, which were with her 
in the hoitse, and put them upon Jacob her younger son : 
(v. 16) And she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon 
his hands, and upon the smooth of his neck : (v 17) And 
she gave the savoury meat and the bread, which she had 
prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob." 

He deceives Us father. — (v. 18) "And he came unto his 
father, and said, My father : and he said. Here am I ; who 
art thou, my son ? (v. 19) And Jacob said unto his father, 
I am Esau thy firstborn ; I have done according as thou 
badest me : arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venisoo, 
that thy soul may bless me. (v. 20) And Isaac said unto 
his son, How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, my 
son ? And he said, Because the Lord thy God brought it 
to me. (v. 21) And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, I 
pray thee, that I may feel thee, my son, whether thou be 
my very son Esau or not, (v. 22) And Jacob went near 
unto Isaac his father ; and he felt him, and said. The voice 
is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau, 
(v. 23) And he discerned him not, because his hands were 
hairy, as his brother Esau's hands : so he blessed him. 
(v. 24) And he said. Art thou my very son Esau ? And he 
said, I am." 

Isaac blesses blm as Esau.— (v. 25) ^ And he said. Bring 
it jiear to me, and I will eat of my son's venison, that my 
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soul may bless thee. And he brought it near to him, and 
he did eat : and he brought him wine, and he drank, (v. 26) 
And his father Isaac said unto hin, Come near now, ava 
kiss me, my son. (y. 27} And he came near, and kissed him : 
and he smeiled the smeU of his raiment , and blessed him, 
and said. 
See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which the 

Lord hath blessed : 
(v. 26) Therefore God give thee of the dew of hea/ven, and 

tne fatness of the earth, 
And plenty of com and wine : 
(v. 29) Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to 

thee: 
Be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's sons bow 

down to thee : 
Cursed he every one that curseth thee, 
And blessed be he that blesseth thee." 

Esau arrives firam the field. — (v. 30) " And it came to pass, 
as soon as Isaac had made an end of blessing Jacob, and 
Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the presence of Isaac 
his father, that Esau his brother came in trom his hunting. 
(v. 31) And he also had made savoury meat, and brought 
it unto his father, and said unto his father, Let my father 
arise, and eat of his son's venison, that thy soul may bless 
me." 

Isaac discovers the deception.— (v. 32) " And Isaac his 
father said unto him, Who art thou ? And he said, I am 
thy son, thy fwsthom Esau. (v. 33) And Isaac trembled 
very exceedingly, and said. Who ? where is he that hath 
tskken venison, and brought it me, and I have eaten of all 
before thou earnest, and have blessed him ? yea. and he 
shall be blessed, (v. 34) And when Esau heard tne words 
of his father, he cried with a great and exceeding bitter 
cry, and said unto his father. Bless me, even me also, O my 
father, (v. 35) And he said, Thv brother came with sub- 
tilty, and hath taken away thy blessing, (v. 36) And he 
said. Is not he rightly named Jacob f for he hath supplanted 
me these two times : he took away my birthright ; and, be- 
hold, now he hath taken away my blessing. And he said. 
Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me ? (v. 37) And 
Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I have^ made 
him thy lord, and all his brethren have I gyN«a\AVoxKvl^T 
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senrants ; and with corn and wine have I sustained him : 
and what shall I do now unto thee, my son ? " 

Esau pleads for a blessing.'~(y. 38) "And Esau said unto 
his father, Hast thou but one blessing, my father ? bless 
me, even me also, O my father. And Esau lifted up his 
voice, and wept. (v. 39) And Isaac his father answered 
and said unto him, 

Behold, thy dwelling shall be the fatness of the earth, 
And of the dew of heaven from above ; 
(v. 40) And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve 

thy brother ; 
And it shall come to pass when thou shalt have th 

dominion, 
That thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck." 

He tlireatens Jacob. — (v. 41) ^' And Esau hated Jacob be- 
cause of the blessiug wherewith his father blessed him : 
and Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning for my 
father are at hand ; then will I slay my brother Jacob.*' 

Bebekah sends Jacob away.— (v. 42) *'And these words of 
Esau her elder son were told to Bebekah ; and she sent and 
called Jacob her younger son, and said unto him, Behold, 
thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth comfort himself 
purposing to kill thee. (v. 43) Now therefore, my son, 
obey my voice ; and arise, flee thou to Laban my brother 
to Haran ; (v. 44) And tarry with him a few days, until 
thy brother's fury turn away ; (v. 45) Until thy brother's 
anger turn away from thee, and he forget that which thou 
hast done to him : then I will send, and fetch thee from 
thence : why should I be deprived also of you both in one 
day ? (v. 46) And Bebekah said to Isaac, I am weaiy of 
my life because of the daughters of Heth : if Jacob take a 
wife of the daughters of Heth, such as these which are of 
the daughters of the land, what good shall my life do mer 

" When Isaac was oldj^ v. 1. — He was now 137 years 
old, Jacob and Esau being about 77. Ishmael had died 
14 years before this, at the same age, 137. He seems at 
this time to have apprehended the near approach of death 
(v. 2), although he livedo after his recovery, 43 years; 
ch. XXXV. 28. 

*^ Savoury meat" v. 4. — In Prov. xxiii. 3, 6, the same 
word is rendered by *' dainties," Isaac may have been an 
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invalid then, and longed for delicate food ; or, thinking he 
was near his end, he may have designed to have a feast 
as the occasion for pronouncing his patriarchal blessing 
(J. Clarke); but the words, "awcA as I love" prove that 
Isaac was in the habit of eating such food on ordinary 
occasions, and loved EsaUj not for his good qualities, but 
for less worthy motives. 

" My soul may bless thee" v. 4. — This was the patriarchal 
blessing, given by inspiration (in Grod's name) by the head 
of the family before death ; see ch. ix. 26, and xlix. 1-28, 
with xlviii. 3-20. 

" Before the Lord," v. 7. — It was a priestly act done in 
Qod's name, therefore said to be done " before the Lord." 
His words, being prophetical, were inspired, hut he was him- 
self in error, as he seems to have forgotten that the elder 
was to serve the younger (ch. xxv. 23), and wished to impart 
the blessing to Esau ; see also ch. xxv. 33. Eebekah, how- 
ever, remembered it, 

^^Ooodly raiment," y, 16. — The priestly robes in which 
the head of the family, or the eldest son as heir, served 
before the Lord. See Exod. xxviii. 2, and Blun£i 
Undesigned Coincidences, 

^In the house," v. 15. — In the tent. 

^ And kiss me, my son," v. 26. — That he might di^incuish 
between the shepherd who smelled of the flock, and the 
hunter, who smelled of the field ; xxv. 27. — Sp. Com, 

^*The smell of his raiment," v. -27. — They were kept 
usually in a chest among fragrant herbs and perfumed 
flowers. The aromatic odours of the Syrian fields and 
meadows often impart a fragrance to the person and 
elothes. '^So it is said of the raimerU of Christ, *All thy 
garments smell of myrrh, aloes, and cassia/" (Psa. xlv. 8). — 
Wordsworth. 

^ The dew of heaven," v. 28. — In the East dew is induk 
pensable to fruitfulness. In a higher sense it signifies the 
grace of the gospel ; Isai. xlv. 8 ; Hos. xiv. 6, 7. 

** Com and wine," v. 28. — Palestine was famous for its 
vineyards ; it produced also several varieties of com — 
wheat, barley, oats, and rye. In a higher sense, the bread 
of life, Zech. ix. 17; and joy in the Holy Ghost, 
Eev. vi. 6. 
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^ Be lord aver thy hrdkrtu^ t. 29.— Hits was not tnie ol 
Jaeob himiel^ bat of the nailoiis descended firom bim, 
eh. xxT. 23» and Bom« iz. 12. lUfiUed in Solomon's king- 
d<sn and in Meamah ; IsaL Iz. 5, 6 ; Bom. zL 2S. 

^ Cursed be every om^ t. 29. — Onned u^ not i€^ see 
ch. iz. 25; a repetition of the ezpression used in the oidl of 
Abraham, ch. ziL 3. See also ^omb. zzir. 9. 

'' Thy firttrham Esav^ t. 32. — He aroean to have for- 
gotten that he had told ku birthright^ <m. zzv. 34. 

^RighUy named J<icob^ t. 36. — His actions soit his 
name— ^ suppiarUer^ ch. zzv. 26, 33. 

^And weptr v. 3a— It is to this St Paol refers in Heb 
ziL 17. Tne repentaryae he sought was a thanae of mind 
{meUmaia), a repentance respecting his father^s blessing. 

*' The fcUness," t. 39.— This was Jacob's blessing, t. 28. 
The Heorew preposition min, here rendered by "of (see 
margin), is by Bp. Wordsworth and others sapposed to 
mean ^* without^ "far from^^ in contract wUh Jacobus; 
nz., Thy dwelling snail be without the fatness, &a — tie., a 
barren tand and a vnldemess life, — the Edomites not being 
an agricultural people, but warlike, roaming and predatory. 
The words, however, in both verses are identical See also 
Heb. XL 20. 

*^ Ham the dominion^ v. 40. — The Edomites were 
defeated and subdued by Saul and David, 1 Sam. zir. 47 ; 
2 Sam. viiL 14. Under Ahaz they finally revolted, and 
continued independent until conquered by John Hyrcann% 
2 Ks. zvi. 6. See lilso JoBephvs Ant,, ziiL and zv. ; 
lip, Wordsworth, 

" Hated Jacob^** v. 41. — It was no true repentance^ then, 
which Esau sought ; Heb. xii 17, and note, v. 38. 1 John 
ill. 14, 15. 

** A few days" v. 44. — Bebekah fondly hoped the days 
of separation would be but few. Twenty years elapsed 
before he returned, and she never saw him again. 

** Deprived also of you both," v. 45. — Of Jacob by Esai^'s 
hand, and of Esau by the hand of justice, ch. iz. 6 ; or of 
Jnoob, and of Isaac, who was supposed to be near death at 
this tune ; see v. 41, and note, v. 4. 
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CHAPTER XXVIIL 

Jacob is sent away by his father. Esau mar- 
ries a daughter of Ishmael. Jacob's journey 
to Syria^ and vision at Bethel. He sets up 
a stone there^ and makes a vow. 

liaao sends Jacob away.— (v. 1) ''And Isaac called Jacob, 
and blessed him, and charged him, and said unto him, Thou 
shalt not take a wife of the dauffhters of Canaan, (y. 2) 
Arise, go to Padan-aram, to the house of Bethuel thy 
mother's father ; and take thee ^ wife from thence of the 
daughters of Laban thy mother^s brother, (y. 3) And God 
Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply 
thee, that thou mayest be a multitude of people; (y. 4) And 
give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed 
with thee ; that thou mavest inherit the land wherein thou 
art a stranger, which God gave unto Abraham, (y. 5) And 
Isaac sent away Jacob : and he went to Padan-aram unto 
lAban, son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Bebekah, 
Jacob's and Esau's mother." 

Esau's marriage. — (v. 6) '' When Esau saw that Isaac h&d 
blessed Jacob, and sent him away to Padan-aram, to take 
him a wife from thence ; and that as he blessed him he gaye 
him a charge, sayiog. Thou shalt not take a wife of the 
daughters of Canaan ; (y. 7) And that Jacob obeyed his 
father and his motl^r, and was gone to Padan-aram ; (y. 8) 
And Esau seeing that the daughters of Canaan pleased not 
Isaac his father; (v. 9) Then went Esau unto Isnmael, and 
took unto the wives which he had Mahalath the daughter 
of Ishmael Abraham's son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be 
Ids wife." 

Jacob's Journey.— (v. 10) *^ And Jacob went out from 
Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran." 

The Tlslon at Beth-eL — (v. 1 1) *^ And he lighted upon a 
certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun 
was set ; and he took of the stones of that place, and put 
them for his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleep. 
(v. 12) And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the 
earthf and the top of it reached to heaven ; and behold tVift 
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angels of God ascending and descending on it. (v. 13) And, 
behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am the Lord 
God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac : the 
land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy 
seed ; (v. 14) And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, 
and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, 
and to the north, and to the south : and in thee and in thy 
seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed, (v. 15) 
And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in all 
places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into 
this land ; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that 
which I have spoken to thee of. (v. 16) And Jacob awaked 
out of his sleep, and he said. Surely the Lord is in this 
place ; and I knew it not. (v. 17) And he was afraid, and 
said, How dreadful is this place ! this is none other hat 
the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven." 

The stone at Beth-eL— (v. 18) ^^ And Jacob rose up early 
in the morning, and took the stone that he had put for his 
pillows, and set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the 
top of it. (v. 19) And he called the name of that place 
Beth-el : but the name of that city was called Luz at tiie 
first." 

Jacob's vow. — (v. 20) "And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, 
If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that 
I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, 
(v. 21) So that I come again to my father's house in peace; 
then shall the Lord be my God : (v. 22) And this stone, 
which I have set for a pillar, shall be God's house : and of 
all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth 
unto thee." 



" Padan-aram" v. 2. — Padan means flat or plain, and 
Aram means high. The word Padan-aram thei^ore 
defines a high table-land, and defines a particular region 
in Mesopotamia (Arom, Naharaim), See ch. xxiv. 10; 
XXV. 20. 

^^Ood Almighty,^* v. S.-rEl-ShaddaL Under this name 
God appeared to Abraham, and gave him this blessing to 
which Isaac refers ; ch. xvii 1. 

"J. multitude of peopte^^' v. 3. — The Hebrew word 



used is kaJialf properly, an assembly. The meaning is 
better given by the Ixx. — ^ Thou shut he for the gathenitff 
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together of the nations." Hamminif nations^ peoples ; not 
the twelve tiibes only, but out of all natiot^s; EpL i. 10 ; 
John X. 16 ; ch. xlix. 10 ; Kev. vii. 9. 

" The blessing of Abraham" v. 4. — Temporal and a 
spiritual (eternal) inheritance ; seech, xii. 2; xvii. 4; Gal. 
iu. 13-29 ; Kom, iv. 7-13 ; Heb. xi. 13-16. The land of 
promise is not referred to in this blessing ; it is distinctly 
referred to when Isaac blesses Jacob before his departure; 
ch. xxviii. 3, 4 

" Pleased not . , . his father" v. 8. — Esau's acts are all 
for earthly ends, ch. xxv. 23. His thought is not to please 
his "Father in heaven, but only Isasu;, for selfish purposes. 

"il certain place," v. 11. — Heb., the place — the well 
known place, ch. xii. 8 ; Hos. xii. 4, 5. Bethel was about 
48 miles from Beersheba, and was selected by Jacob as bis 
first resting place, probably because Abraham had made it 
his ^8^ resting place after his entrance into Canaan. 

"Tarried there all night" v. 11, — The gates of the 
neighbouring city, Luz, may have been shut, or he may 
have preferred the open field to a heathen city. 

" The stmies of that place" v. 11. — It is still "a stony 
territory,^* — Clams Travels, 

^*A ladder" v. 12. — Steps cut in the side of a rock are 
termed "a ladder," or "stairs," Neh. iii. 15. The ladder in 
Jacob's vision indicates (1) that there is a wa,y from Ood to 
mem, by which man may now approach God ; (2) that there 
is a continual providence watching over the servants of God. 
The ladder is Clirlst; John i. 51 ; xiv. 6 ; Heb. x. 19, 20. 

'*Setup on the earth,'' v, 12. — In reference to Christ's 
birth in man's nature, Heb, ii. 14 — reached to heaven, v. 12. 
He united earth and heaven by his birth, life, death, and 
ascension. Col. i. 20. 

"In thee and in thy seed," y. 14. — Fulfilled in Israel; 
bat the true and full import of the words is given by the 
apostles Peter (Acts iii. 25, 26) and Paul (Gal. iii. 8, 16). 

** Took the stone," v. 18. — "As a future memorial to mark 
the spot " (1 Sam. vii. 12), in memory of his vision and 
vow. The oil was from the earliest time a symbol of 
Bpirittuxl influences* From its value, either as food or for 
bodily refreshment, it was usually carried about their 
persons by travellers ; Luke z. 34. Some suppose that the 
Baetylia of Phoenicia, the monoliths of Egy^t and H.yc^- 
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dostan, the lapides informes of Borne, and the cairns and 
cromlechs of North Europe, were traceable to this. — 
(Baetylta from Bethel). 

^^Bethd,'' V. 19 = House of Ood. The town of Lnz (an 
almond tree) was close to this place, though apparently not 
identical with it. See ch. xii. 8, and on v. 11 ; also 
Josh. xvL 1, 2. 

" Vowed a voio" v. 20. — This is the first vow mentioned 
in Scripture. The true meaning, as given in the Speak^s 
Commsntary^ may be found by reacting *'and" in v. 21 
instead of ^^then,'' and in v. 22 *Uhen'* instead of ^cmd" 
— ** and if the Lord shall be thy God, then this stone,'' &c. 

'*The tevUhf" v. 22. — It appears from this that the 
principle of tithe^ or tenth offerings, was acknowledged 
before the giving of the Law by Moses. 

CHAPTER XXIX. 

Jacob arrives at Haran. He meets with Bachel, 
and is received by Laban. He serves for 
Bachel. His marriage with Leah and BacheL 
Four sons are bom. 

Jacob arrives at Haran. — (v. 1} '* Then Jacob went on his 
journey, and came into the land of the people of the east. 
(v. 2) And he looked, and behold a welt in the field, and, 
lo, there were three flocks of sheep Ijdng by it ; for out of 
that well they watered the flocks : and a great stone was 
upon the well's mouth, (v. 3) And thither were all the 
flocks gathered : and thei/ rolled the stone from the well's 
mouth, and watered the sheep, and put the stone again up 
on the well's mouth in his place, (v. 4) And Jacob said 
unto them. My brethren, whence be ye ? And they said, 
Of Haran are we. (v. 6) And he said unto them. Know 
ye Laban the son of Nahor ? And they said. We know him. 
(v. 6) And he said unto them, Is he well ? And they said, 
He is well : and, behold, JElachel his daughter cometh with 
the sheep, (v. 7) And he said, Lo, it is yet high day, neither 
is it time that the cattle should be gathered together : water 
ye the sheep, and go and feed them, (y. 8 And they said. 
We cannatf until sdl the flocks be gathered together, and 
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till they roll the stoue from the well's mouth ; then we 
water the sheep.'' 

He meets BaoheL— (v. 9) " And while he yet spake with 
them, Rachel came with her father's sheep : for she kept 
them. (y. 10) And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Eachel 
the daughter of Laban his ihothex^s brother, and the sheep 
of Laban his mother's brother, that Jacob went near, and 
rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered the 
flock of Laban his mother's brother, (v. 11) And Jacob 
kissed Kachel, and lifted up his voice, and wept/' 

He Is reoelved by Laban.— (v. 12) "And Jacob told Bachel 
that he was her faihefi's brother, and that he was Bebekah's 
son : and she ran and told her father, (v. 13) And it came 
to pass, when Laban heard the tidings of Jacob his sister's 
son, that he ran to meet him, and embraced him, and 
kissed him, and brought him to his house. And he 
told Laban all these things, (v. 14) And Laban said to 
him, Surely thou art my bone and my flesh. And he abode 
with him the space of a month." 

He serves for RaoheL— (v. 15) ''And Laban said unto 
Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest thou there- 
fore serve me for nought ? tell me, what shall thy wages 
be ? (v. 16) And Laban had two daughters : the name of 
the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger was 
Bachel. (v. 17) Leah was tender eyed; but Bachel was 
beautiful and well favoured, (v. 18) And Jacob loved 
Bachel ; and said, I will serve thee seven years for Bachel 
thy younger daughter, (v. 19) And Laban said. It is better 
that I give her to thee, than that I should give her to 
another man : abide with me. (v. 20) And Jacob served 
seven years for Bachel ; and they seemed unto him but a 
few days, for the love he had to her." 

His marriage with Leah.— (v. 21) "And Jacob said unto 
Laban, Qive me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I 
may go in unto her. (v. 22) And Laban gathered together 
all the men of the place, and made a feast, (v. 23) And 
it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his 
daughter, and brought her to him ; and he went in unto 
her. (v. 24) And Laban gave unto his daughter Leah 
Zilpah his maid for an handmaid." 

His remonstrance. — (v. 25) " And it came to pass, that in 
the morning, behold, it was Leah: and he said to La.b^&3^ 
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What 18 this thou hast done unto me ? did not I serve with 
thee for Eachel ? wherefore then hast thou beguiled me } 
(v. 26) And Laban said, It must not be so done in our 
country, to give the younger before the firstborn, (v. 27) 
FtUJU her week, and we will give thee this also for the 
service which thou shalt serve with me yet seven other 
years." 

He marries Bacbel alsa — (v. 28) ''And Jacob did so, and 
fulfilled her week : and he gave him Eachel his daughter to 
wife also. (v. 29) And Laban gave to Bachel his daughter 
Bilhah his handmaid to be her maid. (v. 30) And he went 
in also unto Bachel, and he loved also Bachel more than 
Leah, and served with him yet seven other years." 

Leah bears four sons.— (v. 31) "And when the Lord saw 
that Leah was hated, he opened her womb : but Baebd 
was barren, (v. 32) And lueah conceived, and bare a son, 
and she called his name Reuben : for she said. Surely the 
Lord hath looked upon my affliction ; now therefore my 
husband will love me. (v. 33) And she conceived again, 
and bare a son ; and said, Because the Lord hath heard 
that I was hated, he hath therefore given me this son ako: 
and she called his name Simeon, (v. 34) And she conceived 
again, and bare a son ; and said, Now this time will my 
husband be joined unto me, because I have born him three 
sons ; therefore was his name called Levi. (v. 35) And 
she conceived again, and bare a son : and she said, Now 
will I praise the Lord : therefore she called his name 
Judah ; and left hearing P 

" Then Jacob went^ v. 1. — A journey of 400 miles liee 
between the first and second verses. 

" People of the East,^' v. 1, — Here Mesopotamia is meant, 
ch. XXV. 6; but generally the term "East" includes 
Arabia and all the country beyond the Euphrates, IsaL xlL 2. 

" Behold a well" v. 2. — This is by some supposed to be 
a mere repetition of the story in ch. xxiv. 11-15, but the 
two narratives are quite distinct. Bebekah's well was 
*^mthout the citt/" (ch. xxiv. 11), with steps leading down 
to it (v. 16), and troughs (v. 20) into which water was 
poured for the cattle. In this place the well is " in the 
field" with neither steps nor troughs. The narratives are 
similar because the customs of the East are unvarying. 
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*^ They roUed/' v. 3. — ^This verse describee what was 
umaUy done. It had not yet been rolled away on the 
occasion before us, v. 8, 10. 

'^ Laban, the eon of NahoTy^ v. 6 = Qrandeon* See v. 12, 
where brother stands for nephew; see ch. xxiv. 15. Bethnel 
was either dead, or, from some cause, uQDoticed; ch. 
xxiv. 53, 55. 

*^ And go and feed ihem^*^ v, 7. — His object was to ^t 
the shepherds out of the way, that his conversation with 
his cousin Bachel (v. 6) might be private. 

" We cannot^ v. 8. — In the East water is scarce. The 
well evidently tould be opened only in the presence of a 
member of the owner's family; v. 6 and 10. 

" Rachelf* V. 9 = Jl eheep, a ewe. The daughters even of 
the chief men used to keep the flocks ; Ex. iL 16 ; Cant 
i 7, 8. 

^^ Her fcUhef^e brother,'' v. 12. — Nephew. See v. 5. 

** Tender eyed^* v. 17 = Weak eyed, Leah means 
v)earied, 

" Serve thee seven years'* v. 18. — He could give no dowry, 
ch. xxiv. 53 ; be offers his service instead. 

" Better thai I give," v. 19. — In the East the custom is 
to marry among the kindred of the family rather than 
with a stranger. 

" It toas Leah," v. 25. — The vail concealed the face and 
the greater part of her person ; ch. xxiv. 65. 

" FtdfU her week," v. 27. — The seven days of the marriage 
feast ; Judg. xiv. 12 ; Esth. ii. 18; Matt. xxv. 10. 

" Be gave him Rachet," v. 28. — Marriage with two sisters 
was afterwards forbidden, Lev. xviii. 18. There is here, 
however, 720 sanction to marriage either with two sisters or 
with more than one wife. The principle has been in force 
from the beginning ; Matt. xix. 4, 5 ; Mai. ii. 15. 

^^ Leah was hated," v. 31. — Loved less than Eachel; 
MaL i. 3 ; Bom. ix. 13. 

" Reuben," v. 32 = See a son, God had seen her, and 
given her a son, v. 31, 32. 

^^ Simeon," v. 33 = -4 favourable hearing—Ood had heard 
her. 

^* Levi" V. 34 = Joined; Numb, xviii. 2, 4; 1 Cor. 
vi. 17. 

^*JudaJi'* V. 35 = Praise; Gen. xUx, ft\ ^Q^m. \v ^^ 
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where St Paul seemB to refer to the dgDificatioii of the 
name in the words, ^ He is a J^w," *< whose pratie u of 
God,'' 

"Z^ hearing^ v. 35.— Ceased to bear, for a time. 
Seezzz. 17. 

CHAPTER XXX 

Birth of Bilhah's ohildren, Dan and Naphtati. 
Birth of Zilpah's children, Gad and Asher. 
Benben finds mandrakes. Birth of Issachar, 
Zebnlnn, and Dinah. Birth of Joseph^ Ba- 
ohel's first child. Jacob's covenant with 
Laban. 

Babhel's envy.— (v. 1) ^' And when Bachel saw that she 
bare Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister ; and said 
nnto Jacob, Give me children, or else I die. (▼. 2) And 
Jacob's anger was kindled against Rachel : and he said, 
Am I in God's stead, who hath withheld from thee the 
fruit of the womb." 

BUhah's children.— (v. 3) ^And she said, Behold my maid 
Bilhah, go in unto her ; and she shidl bear upon my knees, 
that I may also have children by her. (v. 4) And the gave 
him BUhah her handmaid to wife : and Jacob went in 
unto her." 

Birth of her son Dan. — (v. 5) ''And Bilhah conceived, and 
bare Jacob a son. , (v. 6) And Rachel said, God hath judged 
me, and hath also heard my voice, and hath given me a son: 
therefore called she his name Dan*' 

Birth of NaphtaU.— (v. 7) " And Bilhah Rachel's maid 
conceived again, and bare Jacob a second son. (v. 8) And 
Rachel said, With great wrestlings have I wrestled with 
my sister, and I have prevailed : and she called his name 
Naphtali." 

Zllpah is talcen.— (v. 9) ** When Leah saw that she had 
left bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, and gave her Jacob 
to wife. (v. 10) And Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a son.** 

Birth of Gad and Asher.— (v. 11) ''And Leah said, A trow 
Cometh : and she called his name Gad, (v. 12) And Zilpaa 
Leah's maid bare Jacob a second son. (v. 13) And Leah 
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fiaid, Happy am I, for the danprhtera will call me blessed : 
and she called his name Asher.** 

Benben's mandrakes.— (v. 14) " And Beuben went in the 
days of wheat harvest, and found mandrakes in the field, 
and brought them unto his mother Leah. Then Bachel 
said to Leah, Give me, I pray thee, of thy son's mandrakes, 
(v. 15) And she said unto her, Is it a small matter that 
thou hast taken my husband ? and wouldest thou take 
away my sou's mandrakes also 1 And Bachel said. There- 
fore he shall lie with thee to night for thy son's mandrakes. 
(v. 16) And Jacob came out of the field in the evening, and 
Xeah went out to meet him, and said. Thou must come in 
imto me ; for surely I have hired thee with my son's man- 
drakes. And he lay with her that night." 

Birth of Issacbar.— (v. 17) "And God hearkened unto 
Leah, and she conceived, and bare Jacob the fifth son. 
(v. 18) And Leah said, God hath given me my hire, be- 
cause I have given my maiden to my husband : and she 
called his name Issachar" 

Also of Zebulun and Dlnab.— (v. 19) ''And Leah conceived 
again, and bare Jacob the sixth son. (v. 20) And Leah 
said, God hath eodued me with a good dowry ; now will 
my husband dwell with me, because I have born him six 
sons : and she called his name Zebtdun, (v. 21) And after- 
wards she bare a daughter, and called her name Dinah.'* 

Joseph bom.— (v. 22) " And God remembered Bachel, 
and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb. (v. 23) 
And she conceived, and bare a son ; and said, Qoa hath 
taken away my reproach : (v. 24) And slie called his name 
Joseph ; and said, The Lord shall add to me another son." 

Jacob wishes to leave.— (v. 25) ''And it came to pass, 
when Bachel had born Joseph, that Jacob said unto Labau, 
Send me awai/, that I may go unto mine own place, and to 
my country, (v. 26) Give me my wives and my children, 
for whom I have served thee, and let me go : for thou 
kuowest my service which I have done thee." 

Laban's agreement. — (v. 27) " And Laban said unto him, 
I pray thee, if I have found favour in thine eyes, tarry : 
for / have learned by experience that the Lord hath blessed 
me for thy sake. (v. 28) And he said. Appoint me thy 
icages, and I will give it. (v. 29) And he said unto him, 
Thou knowest how I have served thee, «axd ViO'w \Xi-^ ^ivXW^ 
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was with me. (y. 30) For it waa little which thon hadst 
before I came, and it is now increased nnto a multitude ; 
and the Lord hath blessed thee wnce my coming : and now 
when shall I provide for mine own house also ? (v. Zt) And 
he said, What shall I give thee ? And Jacob said, Thou 
shalt not give me any thing : if thou wilt do this thing 
for me, I will again feed and keep thy flock, (v. 32) I will 
pass through all thy flock to day, removing from thence 
all the speckled and spotted cattle, and all the brown cattle 
among the sheep, and the spotted and speckled among the 
goats : and of such shall be my hire, (v. 33) So shaU my 
righteousness answer for me in time to come, when it 
shall come for my hire before thy face : every one 
that is not speckled and spotted among the goats, and 
brown among the sheep, that shall be counted stolen 
with me." 

The flocks are separated.— (v. 34) ''And Laban Baid, Be- 
hold, I would it might be according to thy word. (v. 35) 
And he removed that day the he goats that were ringttraked 
and spotted, and all the she goats that were speckled and 
spotted, and every one that had some white m it, and all 
the brown among the sheep, and gave them into the hand 
of his sons. (v. 36) And he set three day^ journey betwixt 
himself and Jacob : and Jacob fed the rest of Laban's 
flocks.'' 

Jacob's flocks Increase. — (v. 37) ** And Jacob took him 
rods of green poplar, and of the hazel and chesnut tree ; 
and pilled white strakes in them, and made the white appear 
which was in the rods. (v. 38) And he set the rods which 
he had pilled before the flocks in the gutters in the water- 
ing troughs when the flocks came to drink, that they should 
conceive when they came to drink, (v. 39) And the flocks 
conceived before the rods, and brought forth cattle ring- 
straked, speckled, and spotted, (v. 40) And Jacob did 
separate the lambs, and set the faces of the flocks toward 
the ringstraked, and all the brown in the flock of Laban ; 
and he put his own flocks by themselves, and put them not 
unto Laban's cattle, (v. 41) And it came to pass, whenso- 
ever the stronger cattle did conceive, that Jacob laid Uie 
rods before the eyes of the cattle in the gutters, that 
they might conceive among the rods. (v. 42) But 
when the cattle were feeble, he put them not in : so the 
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feebler were Laban's, and the stroDser JacoVa (y. 43) 
Aod the man increased exceedingly, and had much 
cattle, and maid-seryants, and menseryante, and camels, 
andajB^es." 



•* Or else I die^ v. 1. —Compare ch. xxxy. 16-18. 

"^SAd gavt him JBilhah" y. 4. — The eyil example of 
Sarah is followed ; ch. xyi. 2. 

**Dan'*Y.6=Juche, 

" With great wrestcings" v. 8. — Rachel stroye earnestly 
in prayer to God for children ; ch. xxxiL 24. 

" Naphtali" V. 8 = Mr/ wrestling, 

^^Oaii^T, 11. — ^The Ixx. render this word hj fortune; 
not "a troop cometh," but "in good fortune am I,'' y. 13.— 
Sp. Com, Qad seems to haye been worshipped in later 
times as the god of fortune; Isai. Ixy. 11. See margin, Oad, 

*^ Asher^** y. 13 ai Happy, blessed. 

** Mandrakes " y. 14 — A plant resembling Belladonna — 
the deadly nightshade, — with broad leaves and green 
apples, which, when ripe, become pale yellow. They were 
said to produce fruitfnlness, and hence were named dudaim^ 
from dudy to loye. They were used as a loye-philtre by 
those who, like Rachel, belieyed in their potency. 

*' Leah went otU" y. 16. — The sisters occupied separate 
tentcL as did also the two handmaids. 

^heachar^ v. 18 = Hire or reward, 

^*Zebulun/' v. 20 = Dwdliiig, ch. xlix. 13; ** shall 
dwelL" 

" Dinah/* v. 21 = Judgment, See y. 6, Dan, 

** Joseph," y. 24. — From yasaph, to add = may He add ; 
ch. xxxy. 18. 

" Send me away/* v. 26. — The Lord had promised to 
bring him again to his own country, ch. xxyiii. 15. Jacob's 
faith was strong ; see ch. xxxii. 12, 26. 

" / ha/oe learned/* y. 27 — or " I haye diyined by omens 
deduced from serpents ; " i.e,, I haye learned by diyination. 
Laban and his household evidently were yet unenlightened 
rch. xxxi. 19, 30), and used superstitious practices. — 
Sp, Com, 

" Thy wages,** y. 28.— Usually, as in y. 33, of the increase 
of the flock. 

^^ Since my coming/* y. 30. — Lit,, in my footste^^ot ^ 
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my foot. *' God's blessing following on my footsteps.'*— 
Sp, Corru 

" OfsiLch , . ,my hvre^ v. 32. — In the East the sheep are 
generally white, the goats brown. Spotted or speckled 
sheep are very rare. 

*^ Jiingatraked/* v. 35. — ^With white stripes— pied-footed 
(or white-footed, Ixx.) 

^^ Spotted,* V. 35.— Having large spots like patches on 
their bodies. 

" Three dayi journey^ v. 36. — ^Twelve miles — a day's 
journey being four miles. 

" Oreen poplar" v. 37. — The storax or gum-tree. The 
hazel is rather the almond tree; and the chesnvit the 
plane. 

" Pilled," V. 37.—- Vulgate, decorticavit eas—took. off the 
bark in part. 

CHAPTER XXXI. 

Envy of Laban's sons. Jaoob confers with his 
wives. Jacob and his family leave Laban. 
They are pursued and overtaken. The 
covenant at Oilead. 

Laban's sons envy Jacob. — (v. 1) "And he heard the words 
of Laban's sons, saying, Jacob hath taken away aU that 
was our father's ; and of that which was our father's hath 
he gotten all this glory, (v. 2) And Jacob beheld the 
countenance of Laban, and, behold, it was not toward him 
as before." 

The Lord directs him to return home. — (v. 3) " And the 
Lord said unto Jacob, Eeturn unto the land of thy fathers, 
and to thy kindred ; and I will be with thee." 

He confers with his wives.— (v. 4) "And Jacob sent and 
called Eachel and Leah to the field unto his flock, (v. 5) 
And said unto them, I see your father's countenance, that 
it is not toward me as before ; but the Ood of my father 
hath been with me. (v. 6) And ye know that with aU my 
power I have served your father, (v. 7) And your father 
hath deceived me, and changed my wages ten times ; but 
God suffered him not to hurt me. (v. 8) If he said thus, 
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Hie speckled shall be thj wages ; then all the cattle bare 
speckled : and if he said thus, The ringstraked shall be thy 
hire ; then bare all the cattle riDgstraked. (v. 9) Thus 
God hath taken away the cattle of your father, and given 
them to me. (y. 10) And it came to pass at the time that 
the cattle conceived, that I lifted up mine eyes, and saw 
iu a dream, and, behold, the rams which leaped upon the 
cattle were ringstraked, speckled, and grialed, (v. 11) 
And the anael of Qod spake unto me in a dream, saying, 
Jacob : And I said, Here am I. (7. 12) And he said. Lift 
up now thine eyes, and see, all the rams which leap upon 
the cattle are ringstraked, speckled, and grisled : for I 
have seen all that Laban doeth unto thee. (v. 13) I am 
the Ood of £eth-el, where thou anointedst the pillar, and 
where thou vowedst a vow unto me : now arise, get thee out 
from this land, and return unto the land of thy kindred.'' 

Leah's and Bachel's reply.— (v. 14) "And Rachel and 
Leah answered and said unto him, Is there yet any portion 
or inheritance for us in our fathei^s house ? (v. 15) Are we 
not counted of him strangers ? for he hath sold tu, and hath 
quite devoured also our money, (v. 16) For all the riches 
which God hath taken from our father, that is our*s, and 
our children's : now then, whatsoever God hath said unto 
thee, do." 

They leave Laban.— (v. 17) "Then Jacob rose up, and 
set his sons and his wives upon camels ; (v. 18) And he 
carried away all his cattle, and all his goods which he had 

fotten, the cattle of his getting, which he had gotten in 
Wan-aram, for to go to Isaac his father in the land of 
Canaan, (v. 19) And Laban went to shear his sheep : and 
Bachel had stolen the images that were her father's, (v. 20) 
And Jacob stole away unawares to Laban the Syrian, in 
that he told him not that he fled. (v. 21) So he fled with 
all that he had ; and he rose up, and passed over the river^ 
and set his face toward the mount QUead, (v. 22) And it 
was told Laban on the third day that Jacob was fled." 

They are pursued by Laban.— (v. 23) "And he took his 
brethren with him, and pursued after him seven days' 
journey ; and they overtook him in the mount Gilead." 

The Lord warns Laban.— (v. 24) "And God came to 
Laban the Syrian in a dream by night, and said unto him, 
Take heed that thou speak not to Jacob either ^Q<^ ^x 
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bad. (t. 25) Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob 
had pitched his tent in the mount : and Laban with hia 
brethren pitched in the mount of Gilead." 

Laban's remonstrance.— (y. 26) "And Laban said to Jacob, 
What hast thou done, that thou hast stolen away unawares 
to me, and carried away my daughters, as captives taken 
with the sword ? (v. 27) Wherefore didst thou flee away 
secretly, and steal away from me ; and didst not tell me, 
that I might have sent thee away with mirth, and with 
songs, with tabret, and with harp ? (y. 28) And hast not 
suffered me to kiss my sons <md my daughters f tiiiou hast 
now done foolishly in so doing, (y. 29) It is in the power 
of my hand to do you hurt : but the Oad of your father 
spake unto me yesternight, saying, Take thou heea that 
thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad. (y. 30) And 
now, though thou wouldest ne^s be gone, because thou 
sore longedst after thy father's house, yet wherefore hast 
thou stolen my gods ? *' 

Jacob's reply. — (v. 31) "And Jacob answered and said to 
Laban, Because I was afraid : for I said, Feradventure 
thou wouldest take by force thy daughters from me. (y. 32) 
With whomsoever thou findest thy gods, let him not liye : 
before our brethren discern thou what is thine with me, 
and take it to thee. For Jacob knew not that Bachel had 
stolen them." 

The search for the gods.— (v. 33) "And Laban wait 
into Jacob's tent, and into Leah's tent, and into the two 
maidservants' tents ; but he found them not. Then went 
he out of Leah's tent, and entered into Eachel's tent. (y. 34) 
Now Rachel had taken the images, and put them in the 
camePs furniture f and sat upon them. And Laban search- 
ed all the tent, but found them not. (v. 35) And she said 
to her father. Let it not displease my loid that / cannot 
rise up before thee ; for the custom of women is upon me. 
And he searched, but found not the images." 

Jacob's remonstrance. — (v. 36) " And Jacob was wroth, 
and chode with Laban : and Jacob answered and said to 
Laban, What is my trespass ? what is my sin, that thou 
hast so hotly pursued after me ? (y. 37) Whereas thou 
hast searched all my stuff, what hast thou found of all thy 
household stuff ? set it here before my brethren and thy 
brethren, that they may judge betwixt us both. (y. 38) 
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This twenty years have I been with thee ; thy ewes and 
thy she goats have not cast their youDff, and the rams of 
thy flock have I not eaten, (j. 39) That which was torn 
ofbeaets I brought not unto thee ; I bare the loss of it ; 
of my hand didst thou require it, whether stolen by day, 
or stolen by night, (t. 40) Thus I was ; in the day the 
drought consumed me, and the frost hy night; and my 
sleep departed from mine eyes. (t. 41) Thus have I been 
twenty years in thy house ; I served thee fourteen years 
for thy two daughters, and six years for thy cattle : and 
thou hast chaug^ my wages ten times, (v. 42) Except 
the Gk)d of my father, the God of Abraham, and the fear 
of IsaaOf had been with me, surely thou hadst sent me 
away now empty. God hath seen mine affliction and the 
labour of my hands, and rebuked thee yesternight.'' 

Tbe covenant at Oaleed. — (v. 43) "And Laban answered 
and said unto Jacob, These daughters are my -daughters, 
and these children are my children, and these cattle are 
my cattle, and all that thou seest is mine : and what can 
I do this day unto these my daughters, or unto their chil- 
dren which they have bom ? (v. 44) Now therefore come 
thou, let us make a covenant, I and thou ; aod let it be for 
a witness between me and thee. (v. 45) And Jacob took 
a stone, and set it up for a pillar, (v. 46) And Jacob said 
unto his brethren, Gather stones ; and they took stones, 
and made an heap : and they did eat there upon the heap, 
(v. 47) And Laban called it Jegar-sahadutha : but Jacob 
called it Oaleed, (v. 48) And Laban said. This heap is a 
witness between me and thee this day. Therefore was the 
name of it called Galeed ; (v. 49) And Mizpah ; for he said. 
The Lord watch between me and thee, when we are absent 
one from another, (v. 50) If thou shalt afflict my daughters, 
or if thou shalt take other wives beside my daughters, no 
man is with us ; see, God is witness betwixt me and thee, 
(v. 51) And Laban said to Jacob, Behold this heap, and 
behold this pillar, which I have cast betwixt me and thee ; 
(v. 52) This heap be witness, and this pillar be witness, 
that I will not pass over this heap to thee, and that thou 
shalt not pass over this heap and this pillar unto me, for 
harm. (v. 53) The God of Abraham, and the Qod of Nahxyr, 
the God of their father, judge betwixt us. And Jacob 
eware by the fear of his father Isaac." 
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JwBdtrn nertfec^T. 54) 'Then Jacob offered SMrifiee 
open the moant, and called his brethren to eat bread : 
and thej did eat bread, and tarried all night in the mount 
(t. 55) And earlj in the morning Laban rose ap, and kisBed 
his sons suid his daoghterSy and blessed them : and Laban 
departed, and returned onto his place." 

" The Ood of my father^" r. 5. — Jacob distingniabes the 
Most High bj this term from the "gods many^ some <tf 
whom were worshipped in Laban's family; v. 19, 30; 
Josh. xxiv. 2. Laban seems to have understood and 
acknowledged the distioction ; t. 29, 53. 

" Ten timesT v. 7 = Many times— "f^i" is frequently 
thus used; Lev. xxvi^ 26; Dan. vii. 7; **fcw hanu" = 
many kingdoms ; Zech. viii. 23. 

** Orisled/' T. 10 = Spotted as with haiL From the 
French, gfUe^ haiL 

" The angd of Ood^ v. 11.— In t. 13 He calls himself 
the Godof BethJel; ch. xxviiL 11-13. See onch. xvi 7-16; 
xlviii. 15, 16; Exod. xxxiiL 10; IsaL IxiiL 9; ix. 6. 

** Oet thee out,'* v. 13. — In Jacob's statement to his wives 
(v. 4-13) he refers to two dreams ; one (v. 11) at the begin- 
ning of his agreement with Laban, the other (v. 3, 13), at 
its close. 

"//« hath sold us,** v. 15. — Referring, probably, to 
Laban's agreement (ch. xxix. 27) to give ms daughters for 
Hcven years' service each. '^ 

'* A nd Laban went" v. 19. — ^The meaning is— In Laban's 
absence Rachel had stolen the images, and Jacob stole 
away. Instead of ** and Laban" it should be now Laban, 
— Sp. Com. 

" Images f** v. 19 = Teraphim -penates or household gods 
— miniature representations of the human form (1 siam. 
xix. 13); as oojects of worship, v. 30; xxx. 27; Judg. 
xvii. 5 ; xviii. 14 ; 1 Sam. xv. 23. 

^^ Stole away unawares" v. 20.— See margin — deceived 
his mind, 

" Over the river" v. 21. — Euphrates. 

^^ Mount Oilead" v. 21. — Afterwards so called, v. 46, 47. 
It was on the east of Jordan, about as far as was Sheohem 
on the west 

** i/y tons and my daughters" v. 28. — His grandchildren. 
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" T?M Ood of your father y^ v. 29.— There is a perceptible 
change in Laban's character from the first notice of him, 
ch. xxiv. 50, 51 (see notes). Either covetousness or 
idolatry (Col. iv. 5) tended steadily to his degradation ; 
V. 19, and ch. xxx. 27. 

** Stolen my gods" v. 30. — What an illustration is 
afforded in these words of the truth laid down in IsaL 
xliv. 18-20, and Jer. x. 5. 

** And Jacob answered^" v. 31. — In this verse Jacob 
replies to the question, v. 27 ; in the next verse to the 
charge in V. 30. 

^^Itachel had taken the images" v. 34.— Probably in 
Order to prevent her father's discovery of the route they 
had taken in their flight by divination. See note, v. 19. 

" Camel's furniture,'* v. 34. — A houda, or covered seat, 
litter, or palanquin, surrounded by curtains, to conceal the 
women from view, and protect them from dust and heat. 

** / canTwt rise" v. 35. — Probably even then everything 
she touched was regarded as unclean, although not dedarea 
to be so until the law was given ; Lev. xv. 22, 23. 

" The rams . . . have 1 not eaten" v. 38. — The females 
were seldom killed for food, unless when barren. 

" Torn of beasts" v. 29. — Tlie keepers of the flocks were 
responsible for all such losses ; hence the prophet's words, 
Amos iii. 12. 

" And the frost by night" v. 40. — The climate of Meso- 
potamia is distinguished by sudden alternations of tem- 
perature, the days being as in midsummer, but the nights 
intensely cold. 

" The fear of Isaac" v. 42. — The object of his fear, v. 53. 
The God of Isaac, ch. xxxii. 9. 

"Zaftan called it" v. 47. — ^The Aramaic (Chaldee or 
Syriac) equivalent for Galeed — heap of witness. Laban 
seems to have spoken Syriac, but Jacob, Hebrew. The 
original language of Abraham, before his call, had been 
Syriac ; but on coming to Canaan be seems to have spoken 
Hebrew, the language of Canaan. 

" Qaleed** v. 47 = Heap of witness {Hebrew), See note, 
y. 47. Hence this mountain range is called Galaad or 
Gilead. 

" Mizpah,** V. 49 = i! watch-iotoer {Hebrew). 

** The Godof Nakor^' v. 53.— Laban here uoDMa difwwfc 
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Gods; for the verb judge is plural. As an idolater be 
appeals to the God of Abraham and also to the GU>d of 
Nahor ; Josh. xxiv. 2. 

^^ Jacob vioare^ v. 53. — Jacob omits Abraham's name^ 
lest he should be supposed to refer to the false gods whom 
Abram's family worshipped before his calL He names, 
therefore, only the fear of Isaac (v. 42)— Jehovah, the only 
God. 

CHAPTER XXXII. 

The Angels at Mahanaim. Jacob sends mes- 
sengers to Esau. Jacob's prayer. His 
present for Esau. He wresUes with the 
Angel at Feniel. 

Angels at Mahanalm.— (▼. 1) *' And Jacob went on his 
way, and the angds of God met him. (v. 2) And when 
Jacob saw them, he said. This is God's host : and he called 
the name of that place MahanaimJ* 

Jacob's embassy to Selr.— (v. 3) "And Jacob sent mes- 
sengers before him to Esau his brother unto the land of 
tSeir, the country of Edom. (v. 4) And he commanded 
them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto my lord Esant; 
Thy servant Jacob saith thus, I have sojourned with La- 
ban, and stayed there until now : (v. 5) And I have oxen, 
and asses, flocks, and menservants, and womenservants : 
and I have sent to tell my lord, that I may And grace in 
thy sight." 

The messengers return.— (v. 6) "And the messengers 
returned to Jacob, saying, We came to thy brother Esao, 
and also he cometh to meet thee, and four hundred men 
with him." 

Jacob's precautionary measures. — (v. 7) "Then Jacob 
was greatly afraid and distressed : and he divided the 
people that was with him, and the flocks, and herds, and 
the camels, into two bands ; (v. 8) And said, If Esau come 
to the one company, and smite it, then the other company 
which is left shall escape." 

His prayer.— (v. 9) "!knc? Jacob said, O God of my father 
Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the Lord which 
saidst unto me, Eetum unto thy country, and to tiiy 
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kindred, and I will deal well with thee : (y. 10) I am 
not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the 
truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant ; for with 
my staff I passed over this Jordan ; and now / am become 
ttoo bands, (v. 11) Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand 
of my hrother, from the hand of Esau : for I fear him, 
lest he will come and smite me, and the mother with the 
children, (v. 12) And thou saidst, I will surely do thee 
good, and make thy seed as the sand of the sea,* which 
cannot be numbered for multitude." 

Hla present to Esau. — (▼. 13) "And he lodged there 
that same night ; and took of that which came to his hayd 
a present for Esau his brother ; (v. 14) Two hundred she 
goats, and twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, and twenty 
rams, (v. 16) Thirty milch camels with their colts, forty 
kine, and ten bulls, twenty she asses, and ten foals, (v. 16) 
And he delivered them into the hand of his servants, every 
drove by themselves ; and said unto his servants, Pass over 
before me, and put a space betwixt drove and drove. 
(v. 17) And he commanded the foremost, saying. When 
Esau my brother meeteth thee, and asketh thee, saying, 
Whose art thou ? and whither goest thou ? and whose are 
these before thee ? (v. 18) Then thou shalt say, They be 
thy servant Jacob's ; it is a present sent unto my lord 
Esau : and, behold, also he is behind us. (v. 19) And so 
commanded he the second, and the third, and all that 
followed the droves, saying, On this manner shall ye speak 
unto Esau, when ye find nim. (v. 20) And say ye more- 
over, Behold, thy servant Jacob is behind us. For he 
said, 1 vrUl appease him with the present that goeth before 
me, and afterward I will see his face ; peradventure he 
will accept of me.'' 

His night movements for safety.— (v. 21) "So went the 
present over before him : and himself lodged that night 
in the company, (v. 22) And he rose up that night, and 
took his two wives, and his two woraenservants, and his 
eleven sons, and passed over the ford JahboL (v. 23) And 
he took them, and sent them over the brook, and sent over 
that he had." 

He wrestles with the angel.— (v. 24) " And Jacob was 
left alone ; and there wrestled a man with him until the 
\)reakiug of the day. (v. 26) And wVi^u \x<b «8C^ \>Ck»^\kft 
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prevailed not against him, he touched the hollo^nr of his 
thigh ; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joints 
as he wrestled with him. (v. 26) And he said, Let me go, 
for the day breaketh. And he said, / will not let theego^ 
except thou bless me. (v. 27) And he said unto him, What 
is thy name ? And he said, Jacob, (v. 28) And he said, 
Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Igrad : for 
as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and 
hast prevailed, (v. 29) And Jacob asked him, and said, 
'Jell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said. Wherefore 
is it tliat thou dost ask after my name ? And he blessed 
him there, (v. 30) And Jacob called the name of the place 
reniel : for I have seen God face to face, and my life is 
preserved" 

Penuel and its mexnoriaL— (v. 31) "And as he passed 
over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and he haltea upon 
his thigh, (v. 32) Therefore the children of Israel eat not 
of the sinew which shrank, which is upon the hollow of the 
thigh, unto this day : because he touched the hollow of 
Jacob's thigh in the sinew that ahrank." 



"Angels of God" v. 1. — Twenty years before he had 
seen the angels of God, ch. xxviii. 12. Now again tbey 
appear as an assurance of continued care and protection 
against Esau ; 2 Ks. vi. 16, 17. 

^^ Mahanaim" v. 2. — Two hosts or camps. Pa. xxxiv. 7- 
It is now called Mahneh. North of the ford Jabbok. 

^^ Sent messengers " V, 3. — Divine protection (v. 1) implies 
the use of all means that can rightly be employed. 

" The land of Seir" v. 3. — Esau seems to have been at 
this time engaged in the conquest of Mount Seir from the 
Horites (Deut. xi. 12), hence, perhaps, the 400 men, v. 6. 
He did not occupy it, however, until after his father^s 
death ; ch. xxxvi. 1-8. The land of Seir is a highland 
country south-east of the Dead Sea. 

" Thibs shall ye speak" v. 4. — This was a complimentary 
visit to Esau, intended also to ascertain his state of feeling 
towards himself. 

" My lord Esatb," v. 4. — This title of honour was intended 
to soothe his brother's irritation (Eccles. x. 4), but Jacob 
may have thought that the supremacy granted to him 
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(ch. xxvii. 29) was spiritual^ or to be realized in his posterity 
rather than in himself. 

*^ And Jacob said^** v. 9. — This is the first recorded 
eiample of prayer in the Bible, He appeals^to God as the 
ooyenant God of his family. 

" Which taidst unto me** v. 9. — This is his second 
ground of appeal — the promise to himself; ch. xxxi. 3, 13 ; 
Tit i. 2; 2 Cor. i. 20. 

" / am, become two bands^* 7, 10. — He had crossed the 
ford alone, ch. xxviii. 10, 11. He was now returning with 
children and numerous followers, flocks, and herds, divided 
into two bands, v. 7. 

" A present for Fsau,** v. 13.— 550 head of cattle, the 
milch camels alone being of immense value. 

"/ tpill appease him,** v. 20.— I will cover his face 
(Matt. v. 24) so as not to see {i.e., remember) my fault; 
ch. xxvii. 45. The word here used by the Ixx. {time) 
means a fine, penalty, or compensation. • 

" The ford Jabboh** v. 22.— The Jabbok fell into the 
Jordan nearly opposite Shechem, about half way between 
the Sea of Galilee and the Bead Sea. Jabbok, from abah, to 
wrestle, means the river of wrestling ; now called the Zerka. 

•* There wrestled a mmil* v. 24. — Called by Jacob here 
God, ▼. 28, 30. See also Hos. xii. 4. It was the Eternal 
Son in one of his manifestations; John i. 18. Tlie Church 
DOW wrestles by prayer; Hos. xii. 4; Col. iv. % 12; 
Heb. V. 7. 

"Om/ of joint,** V. 25. — This was intended to show that 
Jacob prevailed not by his own strength, but through God's 
mercy ; Deut. xxxii. 36 ; 2 Cor. xii. 7-9. 

*' I will not let thee go,** v. 26. — These words not only 
imply that Jacob, though personally powerless (v. 25), yet 
prevailed, and became tnus assured of Esau's favour ; but 
also that he desired now a blessina from the Lord, not con- 
tented any longer with that which he had obtained by 
fraud, ch. xxvii. 

** Israel,** v. 28. — The old name, the supplanter, put 
away ; a new name, a prince of God — one prevailing by 
prayer — given instead ; John i. 47. 

" And with men,** v. 28.— He had already prevailed oyer 
Laban ; he was now to prevail over Esau. Power with 
Qod implies power also with men. 
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" Wkerefbre is iff t. 29. — ^Thifl wtay mean tbal he eboold 
know very readilv wAo the angel is, and need not ai^ see 
▼. 30 ; bat the oidiiiaiy Tiew seems preferable^ see Jndg. 
ziiL 18 ; BeT. zix. 12. 

<" Feiiitl^ Y. 2(k—Tke/aee of God (seen tn ike Son/ John 
L 18 ; Heb. L 3 ; 1 'Em. vL 16). 

" Jfy life is p r ese t ved^" t. 30. — ^Ncme can see him and 
live ; £z. xxziiL 20, and ch. xtL 13, 14. Jacob saw him 
(John xiy. 9), and yet lived. 

*^ The sinew which shrani," t. 32. — ^The Ischiatie Berve, 
extending from the top of ibe thigh down the whole 1^ 
to the ankle. The Jews still have it extracted from the 
animals dain for food, and are hence known in parts of 
China as the pluck-sinew peofde. 

CHAPTER yXYTTT, 

The meetiDg of Esau and Jacob. They are 
reconciled, and separate. Jacob arrires at 
Shechem, 

Meeting of tlie hrofhers. — (▼. 1) '* And Jacob lifted up 
his eyes, and looked, and, behold, Esau came, and with him 
four hundred men. And he divided the children unto 
Leah, and unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids, 
(v. 2) And he put the handmaids and their children fore- 
most, and Leah and her chUdren after, and Rachd and 
Joseph hindermoet, (v. 3) And he passed over before them, 
and bowed himself to the ground seven timesy until he came 
near to his brother, (v. 4) And Esau ran to meet him, 
and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and hissed him : 
and tliey wept. (v. 5) And he lifted up his eyes, and saw 
the women and the children ; and said. Who are those 
with thee ? And he said. The children which Gk>d hath 
graciously given thy servant, (v. 6) Then the handmaidens 
came near, they and their children, and they bowed them- 
Belves. (v. 7) And Leah also with her children came near, 
and bowed themselves : and after came Joseph near and 
Rachel, and they bowed themselves/* 

Esau's reconciliatlon.— (v. 8) "And he said, What meanest 
thou by all this drove which I met ? And he said. These 
are to hnd grace in the sight of my lord. (v. 9) And Esau 
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» 
said, I Lave enough, my brother ; keep that thou hast unto 
thyself, (t. 10) And Jacob said, Nay^ I pray thee, if npw 
I have found grace in thy sight, then receive my present 
at my hand : for therefore / have seen thy fuce, as though 
I had seen the face of God, and thou wast pleased with me. 
(v. 11) Take, I pray thee, my blessing that is brought to 
thee ; because God hath dealt gi'aciously with me, and be- 
cause I have enough. And he urged him, and he took itJ* 

They separate.— (v. 12) " And he said. Let us take our 
journey, and let us go, and I will go before thee. (v. 13) 
And he said unto him, My lord knoweth that the children 
are tender, and the flocks and herds with young are with 
me : and if men should overdrive them one aay, all the 
flock will die. (v. 14) Let my lord, I pray thee, pass over 
before his servant : and I will lead on softly,, according as 
the cattle that goeth before me and the children be able to 
endure, until I come unto my lord unto Seir. (t. 15) And 
Esau said, Let me now leave with thee some of the folk that 
are with me. And he said. What needeth it ? let me And 
grace in the sight of my lord. (v. 16) So Esau returned 
that day on his way unto Seir, (v. 17) And Jacob journeyed 
to Suocoth^ and built him an house, and made booths for his 
cattle : therefore the name of the place is called Succoth." 

Jacob at Sheohem. — (v. 18) " And Jacob came to Shalem, 
a city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when 
he came from Fadan-aram ; and pitched his tent before 
the city. (v. 19) And he bought a parcel of a field, where he 
had sfHread his tent, at the hand of the children of Hamor, 
Shechem's father, for an hundred pieces of money, (v. 20) 
And he erected there an altar, and called it El-dohe-lsrael," 

** Lifted up his eyes,*' v. 1. — Strengthened by prayer, ch. 
xxxii. 30 ; he is now not afraid to face his danger. 

Rachel and Joseph hindemiost^ v. 2. — The dearest last, 
tor safety. 

^^ Bowed himself , , . seven times/* v, 3. — Drawing nearer 
each time, until he found himself at his seventh obeisance 
in his brother's presence, cb. xviii. 2 ; xlii. 6. 

" Kissed him, v. 4. — Prov. xxi. 1 ; xvi. 7. 

"/ have seen thy face" v, 10. — Esau's favour being the 
outward sign of the Lord's pardon for his sin, he adds, " a^ 
though I had seen the face of Ood," 
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"And he took «!,** v. 11. — Esau, by accepting the gift, 
gave the strongest proof that he was folly reconciled to bis 
brother. 

" The children, are tender, ** v. 13. — Beuben, the eldest, 
was only 12 years old ; Joseph, the youngest, was 6. 

" Herds wUh young,^* v. 13. — Lit,, flocks and herds that 
are suckling ; Isai. xL 11. 

" UntU 1 come unto my lord,^ v. 14. — He seems to have 
intended to visit Esau at MouAt Seir, but there is no 
record of the visit, if it ever took place. 

" Unto Seir,** v. 16 = Hairy, i.e., woody; now "the Ft- 
sherah or downs, slightly tufted, and contrasted with the 
bald mountain of Petra itself." — Stanley. 

'^ Succoth,** y. 17= Booths. He builtr— erected — booths 
of green boughs to shelter his cattle, and a moveable tent 
or house for himself and his family. The name Stuxoth, 
here used by anticipation, was given at a later period. 
It was south of Jabbok, and subsequently in the tribe of 
Gad ; Josh. xiii. 27. 

" To Shale7n" v. 18. — Shalem means peotce. The mean- 
ing is — came in peace to a city of (belonging to) Shechem, 
son of Hamor, v. 19. Here God first appeared to Abraham, 
ch. xii. 6. Abraham purchased a 62^ria^-place, Jacob a 
divelling-plaxie. — Sp. Com. 

" Pieces of money ^^ v. 19. — The coin was stamped with a 
figure of a lamb, but Bp. Wordsworth says "coined money 
was not used by the patriarchs." 

^^El-Elohe-hrad*' v. 20.— He had called God before 
"the fear of Isaac" and "the God of Abraham;" but 
now, accepted as he had been, and his sin forgiven 
(ch. xxxii. 20), he calls God his own God. ^^— the God 
of Israel; his new name, ch. xxxiL 28. He claims him 
and honours him, v. 20. 

CHAPTER XXXIV. 

Dinah's dishononr. Slaughter of Hamor and 
the Sheohemites by Simeon and Levi. 
Jacob's fears. 

Dinah's dishononr. — (v. 1) " And Dinah the daughter of 
Leah, which she bare unto Jacob, went ot^ to see th« 
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daughters of the land. (v. 2) And when Shechem the son 
jf Hamor the Hivite, prince of the country, saw her, he 
took her, and lay with her, and defiled her. (v. 3) Antl 
his soul clave unto Dinah the daughter of Jacoh, and he 
loved the damsel, and spake kindly unto the damsel, (v. 4) 
And Shechem spake unto his father Hamor, saying, Get 
me this damsel to wife. (v. 5) And Jacob heard that he 
had defiled Dinah his daughter : now his sons wei'e with 
his cattle in the field : and J acob held his peace until they 
were come." 

Hamor Meks an alUance.— (v. 6} "And Hamor the father 
of Shechem went out unto Jacob to commune with him. 
(v. 7) And the sons of Jacob came out of the field when 
they heard it : and the men where grieved, anA they were 
very wroth, because he had wrought folly in Israel in 
lying with JacoVs daughter ; which thins ought not to 
be done. (v. 8) And Hamor communed with them, sa3ring, 
The soul of my son Shechem longeth for your daughter : 
I pray you give her him to wife. (t. 9) And make ye 
marriagei with us, and give your daughters unto us, and 
take our daughters unto you. (v. 10) And ye shall dwell 
with us : and the land shall be before you ; dwell and trade 
ye therein, and get you possessions therein, (v. 11) And 
Shechem said unto her father and unto her brethren. Let 
me find ^ace in your eyes, and what ye shall say unto me 
I will give. (7. 12) Ask me never so much dowry and 
ffift, and I will give according as ye shall say unto me : 
out give me the damsel to wife." 

Beply of Jacob's sons.— (v. 13) "And the sons of Jacob 
answered Shechem and Hamor his father deceitfully, and 
Baid, because he had defiled Dinah their sister : (v. 14) 
And they said unto them, We cannot do this thing, to give 
our sister to one that is uncircumcised ; for that were a 
reproach unto us : (v. 15) But in this will we consent unto 
you : If ye will be as we be, that every male of you be cir- 
cumcised ; (v. 16) Then will we give our daughters unto 
you, and we will take your daughters to us, and we will 
dwell with you, and we will become one people, (v. 17) 
But if ye will not hearken unto us, to be circumcised ; 
then will we take our daughter, and we will be gone." 

This proposal accepted.— (v. 18) '' And their words 
pleased Hamor, and Shechem Hamor's son. (v. 19^ ^\i4 
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the youDg man deferred not to do the thing, becanse he 
had delight in Jacob's daughter : and he was more honour- 
able than all the bouse of his father, {v. 20) And Hamor 
and Shechem his son came unto the gate of their city, and 
communed with the men of their city, saying, (v. 21) 
These men are peaceable with us ; therefore let them dwell 
in the land, and trade therein ; for the land, behold, it is 
large enough for them ; let us take their daughters to ns 
for wives, and let us give them our daughters, (v. 22) 
Only herein will the men consent unto us for to dwell with 
us, to be one people, if every male among us be circumcised, 
as they are circumcised, (v. 23) Shall not their cattle and 
their substance and every beast of their's be cur's ? only 
let us con^nt unto them, and they will dwell with us. 
(v. 24) And unto Hamor and unto Shechem his son heark- 
ened all that went out of the gate of his city ; and every 
male was circumcised, all that went out of the gate of hu 
city." 

The massacre of the Shechemites.— (v. 25) ''And it came 
to pass on the third day, when they were sore, that two 
of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brethren, 
took each man his sword, and came upon the city boldly, 
and slew all the males, (v. 26) And they slew Hamor and 
Shechem his son with the edge of the sword, and took 
Dinah out of Shechem's house, and went out. (v. 27) The 
sons of Jacob came upon the slain, and spoiled the city, 
because they had defiled their sister, (v. 28) They took 
their sheep, and their oxen, and their asses, and that which 
was in the city, and that which was in the field, (v. 29) And 
all their wealth, and all their little ones, and their wives 
took they captive, and spoiled even all that was in the 
house." 

Jacob's fears. — (v. 30) "And Jacob said to Simeon and 
Levi, Ye have troubled me to make me to stink amoDg 
the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites : and I being few in number, they shall gather 
themselves together agaiust me, and slay me ; and I shall 
be destroyed, I and my house, (v. 31) And they said. 
Should he deal with our sister as with an harlot ? " 



** Went out," V. 1. — Mixing freely with the society 
(heathen) of the place (Josephus says "to a heathen 
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festival"); Tit iL 4, 5, and cb. xxviL 46, and xxviii. 1. 
Dinah was about fifteen at this time. 

** UamoT^ V. 2= An ass, 

^ Spake kindly** v. 3. — Comforted her; spake to ber 
beart, cb. ]. 21 ; Judg. xix. 3. 

^* Marriages with us^* v. 9. — Probibited by God aJt all 
times, cb. zxiv. 3. 

" ifore honourable** v. 19. — ^Tbis explains tbe reason of 
the ready assent given by tbe Shecbemites to the proposal 
of Jacob's sons, v. 24. 

" The gate of their city" v. 20. See on cb. xxii. 17. 

*'Dinah*s irethren,** v. 25. — Simeon and Levi were, like 
Dinab, bom of Leah, therefore ber own brothers ; bence 
their action in her behalf. 

*' The sons of Jacob,** v. 27. — Simeon and Levi alone, for 
there is no evidence that the other sons of Jacob were 
implicated in this double crime, perpetrated under tbe vail 
of religion, v. 16, 16. See ch. xlix. 5-7. 

^* Being few in number,** v. 30. — Including the followers, 
bis family was small compared witb the people of the 
land. From this verse it appears that Jacob's displeasure 
was caused only by tbe danger into whicb he was brought ; 
but in cb. xlix. 5-7, righteous indignation is fully expressed. 

CHAPTER XXXV. 

Jaoob is sent to Bethel. Death of Deborah. 
God appears to Jaoob, who now oompletes 
his vow. Death of Baohel. Jaoob visits 
Isaao at Mamre. Death of Isaao. His 
sons bury him. 

Jacol) Is sent to BetheL — (v. 1) ''And God said unto 
Jacob, Arise, go up to Beth-el, and dwell there : and make 
there an altar unto Oody that appeared unto thee when 
tbou fled d est from the face of Esau thy brother." 

He purifies his houseliold. — (v. 2) ''Then Jacob said unto 
bis bousehold, and to all that were with him, Put away the 
strange gods that are among you, and be clean, and change 
your aarments: (v. 3) And let us arise, and go up to 
Betbei; and I will make there an altar unto God, who 
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iLDswered me in tlie daj of m j distreaa^ and wis wiUi me 
in the war which I went. (▼. 4) And thej gave onto 
Jacob all the strange gods which were in their hand, and 
all their eanimgs whidi were in their ears ; and Jacob hid 
them under tke oak iriiich was hj Shechem.** 

TbBf ymzntj to Lbs. — {v. 5) "And thej jonmejed : and 
the terror of Grod was upon the cities that were round 
about them, and thej did not porsoe after the acms of 
Jacob, (v. 6) So Jacob came to Lnz, which is in the land 
of Canaan, that is, Betk-ely he and all the people that were 
with him. (v. 7) And he boilt there an altar, and called 
the place El-beth-d: because there €rod appeared onto 
him, when he fled finxn the face of his brother." 

Deborah's doatlL— (t. 8) ''Bat Deborah fiebekah's nurse 
died, and she was buried beneath Beth-el under an oak: 
and the name of it was called Allon-bachtUh,'* 

OoA anpean to Jaootn— (t. 9) "And God appeared unto 
Jacob again, when he came out of Padan-aram, and blessed 
him. (y. 10) And God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob : 
thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel 
shall be thy name : and he called his name IsraeL (v. 11) 
And God said unto him, I am God Almighty : be f ruitfol 
and multiply ; a nation and a company of ncUions shall be 
of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins ; (y. 12) And 
the land which I gaye Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will 
^ye it, and to thy seed after thee will I giye the land, 
(y. 13) And God went up from him in the place where he 
talked with him. (y. 14) And Jacob set up a pillar in the 
place where he talked with him, eyen a pillar of atone : 
and he poured a drink offering thereon, and he poured oil 
thereon, (y. 15) And Jacob called the name of the place 
where God spake with him, Beth-el." 

Bachers death.— (y. 16) "And they journeyed from 
Beth-el ; and there was but a little way to come to Eph- 
rath : and Bachel trayailed, and she had hard labour, 
(v. 17) And it came to pass, when she was in hard labour, 
that the midwife said unto her, Fear not ; thou shalt haye 
this son also. (y. 18) Audit came to pass, as her soul was 
in departing, ^for she died) that sne called his name 
Ben-oni: but his father called him Benjamin, (v. 19) 
And Bachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, 
which is Beth-lehem, {v. 20) And Jacob set a pillar upon 
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her mve : that is the pillar of Bachers grave unto this 
dayr 

Beiil>en's crime.— (v. 21) ''And Israel journeyed, and 
spread his tent beyond the tower of Edar, (v. 22) And it 
came to pass, when Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben 
went ana lay with Bilhah his father's concubine : and 
Israel heard it. Now the eons of Jacob were twelve : '' 

Tbe sons of Jacob.— (v. 23) **The sons of Leah ; Beuben, 
Jacob's firstborn, and Simeon and Levi, and Judah, and 
Issachar, and Zebulun : (v. 24) The sons of Bachel ; 
Joseph and Benjamin : (v. 25) And the sons of Bilhah, 
Rachel's handmaid ; Dan and Naphtali : (v. 26) And the 
sons of Zilpah, Leah's handmaid ; Gad and Asher : these 
are the sons of Jacob, which were horn to him in Padan- 
aromP 

Jacob reaches llamre.-^(v. 27) "And Jacob came unto 
Isaac his father urUo Mamre, unto the city of Arbah, 
which is Hebron, where Abraham and Isaac sojourned." 

Death of Isaac.— (v. 28) '* And the days of Isaac were an 
hundred and four-score years, (v. 29) And haac gave up 
the ghost and died^ and was gathered unto his people, being 
old and full of days: and his sons Esau and Jacob buried 
hinu" 



** Bethel" v. 1. — ^About 25 miles south of Shechem. See 
note^ V. 6. 

**An altar unto Ood" y. 1.— Jacob had bound himself 
by vow to build an altar, but as yet it remained unfulfilled. 
See V. 3, and ch. zxviii. 22. 

'* The strange gods" v. 2. — Lit., the gods of the stranger ; 
some perhaps brought with them, cb. zxxi. 30-34 ; some 
found amongst the plunder of Shechera, ch. zxxiv. 27. 

" Change your garmentSy^ v. 2. — While sacrifice pre- 
figured the atonement, so personal purifications seem to 
have shadowed forth the sauctification of our nature; 
Exod. xix. 10-14 ; Heb. x. 22. 

*^Earrin/gsP v. 4. — Talismans or idolatrous symbols 
worn in the ear, with mystic characters engraved on 
them ; Hos. ii. 13. 

" Under the oak," v. 4. — Under the shade of this tree 
Abraham pitched his tent, ch. xii. 6, and note tliei e. Like 
the oaky it was deemed a sacred tree — Josh. xxiv. ^Q \ ^\A 
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none would venture to disturb the ground. The idols 
buried there would hence be undisturt^. 

" Bethel" v. 6. — The name was now given (v. 15), used 
before by prolepsis ; it was probably confined to the family 
of Jacob ; the original name (Luz) remaining in use among 
the people of the land. Its modem name is Beiiin. 
El-Bethel, v. 7, the Ood of Bethel = (the house of God). 

^Deborah/* v.S = A bee. She may have come to Jacob's 
family, after Bebecca's death, on his return from Meso- 
potamia ; ch. xxxii 

^ AUon-hachvihy^ Y, 8 = The terebinth of tears; 1 Es. 
xiiL 14. 

" Qod appeared . . . a^ain^ v. 9. — ^He had appeared to 
him at bethel, on his way to Padan-aram, v. 7, and 
cb. zxviiL 12 ; and there heard his voWy v. 20. He had 
met him on his return from Padan-aram, and repeated the 
promise of a numerous posterity; ch. xxxii 28. Now 
again he appears^ confirming his new name, Itrad (v. 10), 
and renewing the promise of the threefold blessing to 
Abraham ; ch. xvii. 6 ; xxvi. 2-4 — (1) The land of promise ; 
(2) the chosen seed and a numerous posterity ; (3) salva- 
tign through them to the world. — J. cl F. 

"A company of nations" v. 11. — The Ixx. gives the 
meaning correctly, Synagogai Ethndn, = the gathering of 
nations shall J>e of thee ; ch. xlix. 10 ; John ix. 52 ; 
Eph. i. 10. 

" God went up** v. 13. — This was not a dream, as in ch. 
xxviii. 12-13. Jacob was now awake, and God's presence 
was indicated in some visible form, 

" Benoni" v. 18 = Son of my sorrow. Benjamin «= Son 
of my right hand. Benjamim = Son of days, i.e,, of his 
old age. 

" Ephrath** v. 19 = Fruitfulness, The fields about Beth- 
lehem were good corn-beanng ground. 

" Bethlehem, v. 19 = The house of bread, because of its 
f ruitf ulness. See preceding note ; but also Mic. v. 2, and 
John vi. 48-50. 

" Tower ofEdar," v. 21 = Tower of the flock; a place 
from which the flocks could be watched, about a mile 
from Bethlehem ; Luke ii 8 ; Mic. iv. 8 ; hence called 
Fastora, It served also as a protection against robbers. 
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" Reuben went** v. 22. — He was puDished by the for- 
feiture of his bitrhright ; ch. zlix. 3, 4 ; 1 Chron. v. 1. 

" The sons of Jacob,'* v. 22.— Thev are introduced here 
apparently to show that his father's prayer for him 
(ch. xxviii. 3) had been answered. — B, F. <& J, 

*^Bom to Mm in Padan-uram** v. 26. — Except Benjamin, 
who was born in Canaan ; v. 17-20. 

" Unto Mamre** v. 27. — Isaac had resided at Beersheba, 
ch. xxvi. 23-33 ; but as death drew near he seems to have 
come nearer the family sepulchre at Machpelah ; ch. 
xlix. 29-31, 

" Old and Ml of days** v. 29 =» 180 vears, v. 28.— He 
survived his dangerous illness, therefore, oy 41 years ; ch. 
zxvii. 4. His death must have taken place about the time 
of Joseph's elevation, ch. zli. 46, although narrated here 
in order to complete the historv of Isaac. 

*^ His sons . . . buried himj* v. 29. — Esau and Jacob 
seem to have retained the friendly feelings brought about 
at their reconciliation ; ch. xxxii. 

CHAPTER XXXVI. 

History of Esau and his posterity. Esau leaves 
Oanaan to Jacob, and goes to Mount Seir.^ 
The generations of Esau in ^ount Seir.* 
The Dukes of the Sons of Esau. The Sons 
of Seir the Horite. The Kings of Edom. 
The Dukes of Esau's line aooording to their 
habitations (or Seats). 

The generations of Esau.— (v. 1) ''Now these are the 
generations of Esau, who is Edom. (v. 2) Esau took his 
wives of the daughters of Canaan ; Adah the daughter of 
Elon the Hittite, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah 
the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite ; (v. 3) And Bashemath 
Isbmaers daughter, sister of Nebajoth. (v. 4) And Adah 
bare to Esau Eliphaz ; and Bashemath bare Beuel ; (v. 5) 
And Aholibamah bare Jeush, and Jaalam, and Korah : 
these are the sons of Esau, which were born unto him in 
the laud of Canaan." 
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He retires to Hoiint Beir.— (v. 6) ''And Esau took bis 
wives, and his sons, and his daughters, and all the persoDs 
of his house, and his cattle, and all his beasts, and 
all his substance, which he had got in the land of 
Canaan ; atid went into the country Srom the face of his 
brother Jacob, (v. 7) For their riches were more than 
that they might dwell together; and the land wherein 
they were strangers could not bear them because of their 
cattle, (v. 8) Thus dwelt Esau in mount Seir : £sau is 

The generatlcms of Esau on Honnt Seir. — (v. 9) "And these 
are the generations of Eeau the father of the Edomites in 
mount Seir: (v. 10) These are the names of Esau's sons ; 
Eliphaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau, Beuel the sod 
of Bashemath the wife of Esau. (v. 11) And the sons of 
Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, Zepho, and Gatam, and 
Kenaz. (v. 12) And Timna was concubine to Eliphaz 
Esau's son ; and she bare to Eliphaz Amalek : these were 
the sons of Adah Esau's wife. (v. 13) And these are the 
sons of Eeuel ; Nahath, and Zerah, Shammah, and Miz- 
zah : these were the sons of Bashemath Esau's wife. 
(v. 14) And these were the sons of Aholibamah, the 
daughter of Anah the daughter o/^ Zibeon^ Esau's wife : 
and she bare to Esau Jeush, and JaaJam, and Korah." 

The dukes of Esau's sons.— (v. 15) '' These were dukes of the 
sons of Esau : the sons of Eliphaz the firstborn son of 
Esau ; duke Teman, duke Omar, duke Zepho, dvJce Kenaz, 
(v. 16) Duke Korah, duke Gatam, and dujce Amaleic: these 
are the dukes that came of Eliphaz in the land of Edom ; 
these were the sons of Adah. (v. 17) And these are the 
sons of Beuel Esau's son ; duke Nahath, duke Zerah, duke 
Shammah, duke Mizzah : these are the dukes that came of 
Beuel in the land of Edom ; these are the sous of Bashe- 
math Esau's wife. (v. 18) And these are the sons of 
Aholibamah Esau's wife ; duke Jeush, duke Jaalam, duke 
Korah : these were the dukes that came of Aholibamah 
the daughter of Anah, Esau's wife. (v. 19) These are the 
sons of Esau, who is Edom, and these are their dukes." 

The sons of Seir the Horlte.— (v. 20) '* These are the sons 
of Seir the Horitey who inhabited the land; Lotan, and 
Shobal, and Zibeon, and Anah, (v. 21) And Dishon, and 
Ezer, and Dishan : these are the dukes of the Horitea^ the 
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children of Seir in the land of Edom. (v. 22) And the 
children of Lotan were Hori and Heruain; and Lotan's 
sister was Timna. (v. 23) And the children of Shobal 
were these ; Alvan, and Manahath, and Ebal, Shepho, and 
ODam. (y. 24) And these are the children of Zibeon ; 
both Ajaby and Anah : this was that Anah that found the 
mules in the wilderness, as he fed the asses of Zibeon his 
father, (v. 25) And the children of Anah were these ; 
Dishon, and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah. (v. 26) 
And these are the children of Dishon ; Hemdan, and 
Eshban, and Ithran, and Cheran. (v. 27) The children 
of Ezer are these ; Bilhan, and Zaavan, and Akan. (v. 28) 
The children of Dishan are these ; Uz, and Aran. (v. 29) 
These are the dukes that came of the Horites ; duke 
Lotan, duke Shobal, duke Zibeon, duke Anah, (y. 30) 
Duke Dishon, duke Ezer, duke Dishan : these are the 
dukes that came of Hori, among their dukes in the land 
of Seir." 

The kings of Esau's line.— (y. 31) ''And these are the 
kings that reigned in the land of Edom, before there reigned 
any king over the children of Israel, (v. 32) And Bela 
the son of Beor reigned in Edom : and the name of his 
city was Dinhabah. (y. 33) And Bela died, and Johah the 
son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his stead, (y. 34) And 
Jobab died, and Husham of the land of Teniani reigned in 
his stead, (y. 35) And Husham died, and Hadad the son 
of Bedad, who smote Midian in the field of Moab, reigned 
in his stead : and the name of his city was Avith. (y. 36) 
And Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his 
stead, (y. 37) And Samlah died, and Saul of Rehohoth hy 
the river reigned in his stead, (y. 38) And Saul diedf, 
and Baal-hanan the son of Achbor reififned in his stead. 

g. 39) And Baal-hanan the son of Achbor died, and 
adar reigned in his stead : and the name of his city was 
Pau ; and his wife's name was Mehetabel, the daughter of 
Hatred, the daughter of Mezahab." 

Tlie seats or capitals of the dukes. — (y. 40) '' And these are 
the names of the dukes that came of Esau, according to 
their families, after their places, by their names ; duke 
Timnah, duke Alyah, duke Jetheth, (y. 41) Duke Aholi- 
bamah, duke Elah, duke Finon, (y. 42) Duke Kenaz, duke 
Teman, duke Mibzar, (v. 43) Duke Magdiel, duke Ir^\si\ 
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these be the dukes of Edom, according to their habitatiom 
in the land of their possession : he is Esaa the father of 
the Edomites." 



" The generatione of E^au^ v. 1. — The 9th of the toledoth 
or generations, see p. 8. In every case the generations in 
the line of the Hessiali come after those not in that line ; 
apparently in order to allow of greater freedom and ful- 
ness of detail. Thus the history of Cain precedes that of 
Setb, ch. iv. 18 ; the toledoth of Japheth and Ham make 
room for that of Shem, ch. x. 1-20 ; the toledoth of Ishmael 
precede that of Isaac, ch. xxv. 12-17 ; and the generations 
of Esau are rapidly passed over to make room for those of 
Jacob and his family. 

" Esau took his mves,^ v. 2. — The names of Esau's wives 
differ from those given in chs. xxvi. 34 and xxviii 9 ; but 
three vrdy are named, and these are the same throv>ghout. 
In ch. xxvi. 34, the names are those given at birth — (1) 
Judith, (2) Bashemath, (3) Mahalath, in ch. xxviii. 9. In 
ch. xxxvi. the names are those given after marriage. And 
as Esau was also named Edom from tne colour of his skin 
at birth, or from the red pottage, so Esau's wives had 
other names — (1) Judith was named Aholibamah, tali, 
stately y from her stature ; (2) Bashemath was also called 
Adah, beauty, the adorned one; and (3) Mahalath was 
known as Bashemath, fragrance, perfume, 

** The daughter of Zibeon," v. 2,— 1>., granddaughter 
(v. 24), son and daughter being frequently thus used. 
This belongs to Aholibamah, not to Anah, Anah was not 
a woman, but the father of Aholibamah (see v. 24), who 
was thus the daugliter of Anah and the granddaughter of 
Zibeon. In cli. xxvi. 34, Judith (or Aholibamah, see pre- 
ceding note) is said to have been the daughter of Beeri 
the Hittite ; but Anah her father was also called Beeri 
{the man of sprinas), from Beer, a well or spring — having 
found not mules but hot springs in the wilderness ; see v. 
24. The terms Hivite, Hittite, and Horite, may all belong 
to the same person. Hittite, defining his country — a 
Canaanite, see Josh. i. 4, 1 Ks. x. 29, 2 Ks. vii 6; 
Hivite, his tribe; and Horite, his dwelling, the word 
horite meaning a dweller in caves ; see note v. 20. Thus 
Judith, named also Aholibamah, was daughter of Anah 
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and ^anddaughter of Zibeon. Her father Anah was also 
called Beeri from his discovery of hot spriogs. He was an 
inhabitant of Canaan — a Hittite ; belonged to the Hivite 
tribe ; and was a Horite, or dweller in caves. 

" Went into the country^* v. 6. — Lit, into a country ; 
viz., into Seir, or Edom, out of which he subsequently ex- 
pelled the Horites— cave dwellers ; ch. xiv. 6. 

" The generations of Esau , , , in mount Seir" v. 9. — 
The 10th of the toledoth, p. 8. 

^^ Daughter of Zibeon" v. 14. — Granddaughter; see note 
on V. 2 and v. 24. 

^^ Dukes" V. 16 =« Duces, leaders of tribes. In the Penta- 
teuch this word is used exclusively of the Edomite chiefs, 
now known as Shiekhs, In the later Books it is used for 
Riders generally ; Jer. xiii. 21 ; Zech. ix. 7 ; xii. 5, 6. 

^^ Duke Kenaz" v. 15. — The founder of the Kenezite 
tribe to which Caleb and Othniel belonged before their 
adoption among the Israelites ; Josh. xiv. 13, 14 ; xv. 
17-19. 

**Duke Amalek" v. 16. — The founder of the Amalekites. 
This people separated early from the Edomites, and settled 
between Egypt and Palestine, towards Kedesh ; Numb, 
xiii. 29. 

**Seir the Horite" v. 20. — The Horites occupied the land 
until driven out by Esau. They seem to have chosen caves 
as their dwelling places in consequence of the sun's heat ; 
note, V. 2 and 6. 

^ Found the mvles" v. 24. — Better translated, hot springs, 
viz., of Callirrhoe in Wady Zerka Mfi,in, north-east of tlie 
Dead Sea, or those in Wady el Ahsy, south-east of the 
Dead Sea — Brown, Jamieson, and Fausset, 

^^ Before there reigned any king" v. 31. — It has been 
inferred from these words that the writer must have lived 
after the times of the kin as of Israel ; but it is sufficiently 
clear that Moses, when he wrote these words, had in his 
mind the promise recorded in the preceding chapter, xxxv. 
11, that ^^ kings shall come out of his loins" and merely 
says that these kings reigned in Edom before this promise 
was fulfilei ; Deut. xxviii. 36. The kings who reigned 
in Edom seem to have reigned at the same time with the 
dukes, several of the latter being contemporaneous with 
each king. 
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'* Jcbaib^ v. 33. — By some considered to have been JOb, 
see V. 11, tupra (where an £liphaz also is found), and Ixi. 

^ Bozrah^ v. 33. — A city of Xdomsea. Its ruins are still 
called El Biueireh, 

" Rehoboth by the river,^ t. 37, — i.e., Euphrates, to dis- 
tinguish it from Bahabeh-Malik, t.6., royal, as the residence 
of some king named SauL 

^^ According to their habitations,'* v. 43. — These dukes did 
not reign after the kings (v. 31-39), as some have thought, 
but are the same as those in the former list of dukes (v, 
15-19) ; the names of the dukes being given in that first 
list, while their seats or teiriiorial habitatioTis are given 
here, " after their places " (v. 40) — Timnah, Alvah, &c., 
being places — Duke of Timnah, &c. 

CHAPTER XXXVIL 

The generations of Jaoob. Joseph, his favoiured 
son. His dreams. He is sent to Shechem. 
The conspiracy against him. He is cast 
into a pity and afterwards sold to the Ish- 
maelites. In Egypt he is sold to Fotiphar. 

Generations of Jacob.— (v. 1) " And Jacob dwelt in the 
land wherein his father was a stranger, in the land of 
Canaan.'* 

Joseph's early history.— (v. 2) "These are the generations of 
Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, wa>s feeding the 
flock with his brethren ; and the lad waa with the sons of 
Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives : 
and Joseph brought unto his father their evil report, 
(v. 3) Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, 
because he was the son of his old age : and he made him a 
coat of many colours, (v. 4) Aud when his brethren saw 
that their father loved him more than all his brethren, 
they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him." 

His dreams. — (v. 5) '* And Joseph dreamed a dream, and 
he told it his brethren : and they hated him yet more, 
(v. 6) And he said unto them. Hear, I pray you, this 
dream which I have dreamed ; (v. 7) For, behold, we 
were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose 
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and also stood upright ; and, behold, your sheaves stood 
round about, and nuide obeisance to my aheaf, (v. 8) And 
his brethren said unto him, Shalt thou indeed reip^i over 
us ? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us ? And 
they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his 
words, (v. 0) And he dreamed yet another dream, and 
told it his brethren, and said. Behold, I have dreamed a 
dream more ; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the 
eleven stars made obeisance to me. (v. 10) And he told it 
to his father, and to his brethren : and his father rebuked 
him, and said unto him, What is this dream that thoi; hast 
dreamed ? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed 
come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth ? (v. 11) 
And his brethren envied him ; but his father observed the 
saying." 

He Is sent to Shechem.— (v. 12) **And his brethren went to 
feed their father's flock in Shechem, (v. 13) And Israel 
said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock in 
Shechem ? come, and I will send thee unto them. And 
he said unto him. Here am I. (v. 14) And he said to him, 
Go, I pray thee, see whether it be well with thy brethren, 
and well with the flocks ; and bring me word again. So 
he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to 
Shechem. (v. 15) And a certain man found him, and, 
behold, he was wandering in the field: and the man asked 
him, saying, What seekest thou ? (v. 16) And he said, I 
seek my brethren : tell me, I pray thee, where they feed 
their flocka (v. 17) And the man said, They are departed 
hence : for I heard them say. Let us go to Dotlian, And 
Joseph went after his brethren, and found them in 
Dothan." 

His Tirothers conspire against him.— (v. 18) ^And when 
they sa/w him afar off, even before he came near unto them, 
they conspired against him to slay him. (v. 19) And they 
said one to another, Behold, this dreamer cometh. (v. 20) 
Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into 
some stone pit, and we will say. Some evil beast hath 
devoured him : and we shall see what will become of his 
dreams, (v. 21) And Beuben heard it, and he delivered 
him out of their hands ; and said. Let us not kill him. 
(v. 22) And Reuben said unto them. Shed no blood, but 
cast him into this pit that is in the wilderness^ and la.^ ^<:^ 
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hand upon him ; that he might rid him out of their handsi 
to deliver him to his father again." 

He l8 oast into a pit— (v. 23) "And it came to pass, 
when Joseph was come unto his brethren, that they stript 
Joseph out of his coat, his coat of many colours that was 
on him ; (v. 24) And they took him, and cast him into a 
pit : and the pit was empty, there vhis no wcUer in ii. 
(v. 25) And they sat down to eat bread : and they lifted up 
their eyes and looked, and, behold, a company of Ishmedites 
came from Gilead with their camels bearing spicery and 
balm and myrrh^ going to carry it down to Egypt, (v. 26) 
And Judah said unto his brethren. What protit is it if we 
slay our brother, and conceal his blood ? (v. 27) Come, and 
let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and let not our hand be 
upon him ; for he is our brother and our flesh. And his 
brethren were content." 

He 18 sold to Ishmeelites.— (V. 28) "Then there passed by 
Midianites merchantmen ; and they drew and lifted up 
Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ishmeelit^ 
for twenty pieces oj stiver : and they brought Joseph into 
Egypt, {v. 29) And Reuben returned unto the pit ; and, 
behold, Joseph was not in the pit ; and he rent his dothes. 
(v. 30) And he returned unto his brethren, and said, The 
child is not ; and I, whither shall I go ? " 

A false account given to Jacob.— (v. 31) "And they took 
Joseph's coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the 
coat in the blood ; (v. 32) And they sent the coat of many 
colours, and they brought it to their father ; and said, 
This have we found : know now whether it be thy son's 
coat or no. (v. 33) And he knew it, and said. It is my 
son's coat ; an evil beast hath devoured him ; Joseph is 
without doubt rent in pieces, (v. 34) And Jacob rent his 
clothes, and put sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for 
his son many days. (v. 35) And all his sons and all his 
daughters rose up to comfort him ; but he refused to be 
comforted ; and he said, For I will go down into the 
grave unto my son mourning. Thus his father wept for 
bim." 

Joseph brought to Egypt. — (v. 36) " And the Midianites 
sold him into Egypt unto Fotiphar, an officer of Pharaoh\ 
and captain of the guard." 
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*'And Jacob dweltf** v. 1.— Thia verse is intended to 
connect the subsequent history with that of the Patriarchs 
interrupted by Esau's generations; ch. xxxvi. 

" His father,** v. 1. — A collective term for fathers, Isaac 
-was at this time at Mamre iu the \ralley of Hebron ; ch. 
XXXV. 27 ; Heb. xi. 13. 

" The aenerations of Jacoh,* v. 2. — The 11th, and last, 
of the totedoth of this book, see p. 8. Jacob now becomes 
the head of the family, and ^^ father of the chosen seed** — 
Sp, Com. 

*' Was feeding" v. 2. — Lit., was a shepherd, implyinpf 
oversight or superintendence, either as tne eldest son of 
Jacob's real wife Rachel, or from his superior qualities. 

" Tlietr evil report,** v. 2. — As having oversight it became 
his duty to report all matters to his father. 

" Son of his old age,** v. 3. — Lit., a son of old age, one 
wise as an old man, a Hebraism. 

"A coat of many colours** v. 3. — Some have thought 
that this robe— a long tunic with sleeves — was intended to 
designate Joseph the eldest son of Bachel, see note, v. 2, 
HS first-born, and to give him the rights of primogeniture, 
carrying with it the priesthood, hence perhaps the envy 
of the brothers. — Sp. Com, 

*^ Speak peaceably,** v. 4. — Give him the usual salutation 
"peace be unto thee ;" ch. xliii. 23. 

^* Made obeisance to my sheaf I* v. 7. — Fulfilled first in 
ch. xliii. 26 ; finally in 1 Cor. xv. 17-20. 

" The eleven stars,** v. 9. — The constellations of the 
Zodiac. Joseph being himself the twelfth. The repetition 
of the dream implies certainty of fulfilment. 

** Thy mother,** v. 10. — Kachel was dead at this time. 
Mother may refer to one of the other mothers yet living. 
Bishop Wordsworth thinks there is in the words a refer- 
ence to the resurrection. The dream, however, may have 
happened before Rachel* s death, thouch onlv now recorded. 

"/;i Shechem** v. 12. — The vale of Shechem had always 
an abundant supply of water. Shechem was distant from 
Hebron (Isaacs residence) about 60 miles — 20 hours 
journey at 2J miles (shepherds' rate) per hour. 

"/n the field** v. 16.— The wide and richly cultivated 
plain of Esdraelon (Jezreel). His brothers seem to have 
oeen forced to leave Shechem, see ch. xxm. ^ va^*^. 
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^ Dothan^^ y. 17, or Dothain == The two wdU. It lies 
Dorth of Sliechem, near the plain of Jezre^ see note, t. 
15. Two wells have been recently diaoovered at iMam 
siniilarly aitoated. 

" Saw him crfcar of^ v. 18. — Compare with note on v. 9 ; 
Fsa. xxxi 13; Matt. xxviL 1 ; John xL 53; and Acts xxiiL 
12. 

*^ Revhen waid^ t. 22. — As eldest son he was (by the law 
of Ooelism) the rightful protector of the yonnger brother ; 
to him therefore his father woold look for some aooount 
of Joseph, hence his anxiety; t. 29, 30. GroSl, the 
nearest ^nsman — hence redeemer; Rath liL 9, 13, margin; 
Job. xix. 25. 

"No water in tt*' v. 24.~Zech. ix. 11, apparently refers 
to this verse. — Sp. Com. 

" They sat down^* v. 25. — ^All except Benben, see v. 29. 
To eai bread under such circumstances implies a hardened 
state of conscience. 

** A company of Ishmedites^ y. 25. — A caravan. They 
are called Midianites in v. 28, and Medanim v. 36 ; but 
as Medau and Midian were Abraham's sons by Keturah, 
and Ishmael his son by Hagar, the people were not only 
allied, but being also near neighbours, were probably 
joined together in commercial enterprises. The route 
which these trading caravans took was usually from the 
apice district of Gilead, across the Jordan, just below the 
sea of Galilee, over the plain of Eedraelon or Jezreel, 
and then southward to Egypt by the sea shore. — Edenheim^ 
p. 147. 

^^Spicery and halm and myrrhj^ v. 25. — Spicery, the gum 
of the astragalus. BcUm, a term applied to the medicinal 
gum of three trees claiming to be the balm tree. Myrrh^ 
a gum found on the leaves of the cistus or rockrose. — 
Sp. Com, There was a constant demand for these artides 
in Egypt, having been used habitually in embalming their 
dea/i, 

" Twenty pieces of silver'* v. 28. — The whole sum did 
not exceed ;£3 ; the price of a slave in Egypt was 30 pieces. 

" Into the grave" v. Zb^Sheol. Not the grave^ for Jacob 
thought Joseph had been devoured by wUa beasts^ but the 
place of departed spirits. 

" Potiphar," v. 36.— Either devoted to Fhar, the Eoyal 
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House {Sp, Cam,) ; or from Ph-rdh^ the bud, belonging to 
the BUD. 

"Pharaoh,'* v. 36.— From Fh-rahy the Bun; a title borne 
by the kings of Egypt. 

" Captain of the guard," v. 36. — Chief of the execu- 
tioners ; 2 Kb. xxv. 8. 

CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

The history of Judah and his family to Fharez 

and Zarah. 

Marriage of Judah. — (v. 1} " And it came to passj at that 
time, that Judah went down from his brethren, and turned 
in to a certain Adullamite, whose name was Hirah. (y. 2) 
And Judah saw there a daughter of a certain Canaanite, 
whose name was Shuah ; and he took her, and went iu 
unto her." 

Birth of his three BO]iB.^(ir. 3) '*Aud she conceived, and 
bare a son ; and he called his name Er. (v. 4) And she 
conceived again, and bare a son ; and she called his name 
Onan. (v. 5) And she vet again conceived, and bare a son ; 
and called his name Shelah : and he was at Chezib, when 
she bare him/' 



Birth of Pharez and Zarah.— (v. 27) *' And it came to pass 
in the time of her travail, that, behold, twins were in her 
womb. (v. 28) And it came to pass, when she travailed, 
that the one put out his hand : and the midwife took and 
bound upon his hand a scarlet thread, saying, This came 
out first, (v. 29) And it came to pass, as he drew back his 
hand, that, behold, his brother came out : and she said. 
How hast thou broken forth ? this breach be upon thee : 
therefore his name was called Pharez. (v. 30) And after- 
ward came out his brother, that had the scarlet thread 
upon his hand : and his name was called Zarah." 



*^lt cams to pass," v. 1. — In the history of Jacob's family 
the two central persons are Judah aud Joseph. Judah 
from his obtaining the rights of primogeniture, and from 
his being the ancMtor of David, and of the son of David ; 
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and Joseph from his high character, his personal import- 
ance, his influence in the future destinies of his family, and 
his typical foreshadowing of the Messiah. Making room, 
therefore, for the fuller details of Joseph's histonr, the 
historian here narrates as much of the life of Judah as 
was necessary, that the links in the ancestry of the Saviour 
might be traced with clearness. 

^^At that time^" v. 1. — It is not certain when Judah's 
marriage took place, whether before or after Joseph's sale, 
but as he was at that time not more than 20 years of age 
— too young to admit of the events recorded in ch. xxxviii— 
and as 23 years domed between the sale of Joseph and 
Jacob's desceni into Egypt, it is almost certain that his 
marriage and the history recorded in this chapter took 
place after Joseph had been sold. The words ^ at that 
time " do not decide the pointy being used sometimes of 
events which occurred several years earlier or later. See 
Deut. X. 8, compared with Numb. iii. 6, where the 
words are used of an event which occurred 38 years 
earlier. 

" Jtidah went down** v. 1. — After the event of ch. xxxviL 
" Went down'* from the mountain pastures of Hebron, 
ch. xxxvii. 32-35, to Adullam, a city in the lowlands of 
Judah ; Josh. xv. 33-35. 

^^Ofa certain Canaanitey' v. 2. —Following Esau's evil 
example, ch. xxvi 34-35 ; and reaping an abundant harvest 
of sin and misery. Shuah was the name not of Judah's 
wife, but of her father, v. 12. 

" Raise up seed to thy brother y** v. 8. — ^The first instance 
of a custom afterwards embodied among the laws of 
Moses ; Deut. xxv. 5. 

" TimrwLthy' v. 12. — In the mountain district of Judah ; 
Josh. XV. 57. There were two other places of the same 
name. 

" Thy signet^^ v. 18. — A seal or signet ring, usually sus- 
pended by a cord round the neck. 

^^BraceletSy' Y. 18. — Properly the cord or string by which 
the ring was suspended. 

" Staff,'' V. 18.— A walking stick. 

" Harlot," V. 21. — A diflferent word from that employed 
in V. 15 ; here it means " consecrated," viz., to the impure 
worship of Astarte, or Ashtoreth (Yenus). 
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** Let her he humt/* y. 24. — In patriarchal times, fathers 
—the head, of the family — had luU power to punish even 
with death. See also Lev. zxi. 9 ; Judg. xv. 6 

CHAPTEE XXXIX. 

History of Joseph in Egypt resnmed. The 
false charge of Fotiphar's wife. Joseph 
imprisonedi yet kept and blessed by THE 
LORD. 

Joseph sold to Potlphar.— (v. 1) ''And Joseph was brought 
down to Egypt ; and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, 
captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the 
hands of the Ishmeelites, which had brought him down 
thither." 

The LORD'S blessing rested on him. — (v. 2) "And the Lord 
was with Joseph, and he was a prc«perous man ; and he 
was in the house of his master tne Egyptian, (v. 3) And 
his master saw that the Lord was with nim, and that the 
Lord made all that he did to prosper in his hand. (v. 4) 
And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him : 
and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he 
had he put into his hand. (v. 5) And it came to pass from 
the time that he had made him overseer in his house, and 
over all that he had, that the Lord blessed the E^ptian's 
house for Joseph's sake ; and the blessing of the Lord was 
upon all that he had in the house, and in the field, (v. 6> 
And he left all that he had in Joseph's hand ; and he 
knew not ought he had, save the bread which he did eat. 
And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured." 

Fotiphar's wife.— (v. 7) " And it came to pass after these 
things, that his master's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph : 
and she said. Lie with me. (v. 8) But he refused, and said 
unto his master's wife. Behold, my master wotteth not 
what is with me in the house, and he hath committed all 
that he hath to my hand ; (v. "9) There is none greater in 
this house than I ; neither hath he kept back any thing 
from me but thee, because thou art his wife : how then 
can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God ? 
(v. 10} And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph d&Y ^1 
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day, that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to be 
with her. (v. 11) And it came to pass about this time, 
that Joseph went into the house to do his business ; and 
there was none of the men of the house there within 
(v. 12) And slie caup;ht him by his garment, saying, Lie 
with me : and he left his garment in her hand, and fled, 
and got him out." 

Her false charge.— (v. 13) "And it came to pass, when 
she saw that he had left his garment in her hand, and was 
fled forth, (v. 14) That she called unto the men of her 
house, and spake unto them, saying. See, he hath brought 
in an Hebrew unto us to mock us ; he came in unto me to 
lie with me, and I cried with a loud voice : (v. 15) And it 
came to pass, when he heard that I lifted up my voice and 
cried, that he left his garment with me, ana fled, and got 
him out. (v. 16) And she laid up his garment by her, 
until his lord came home. (v. 17) And she spake unto him 
according to these words, saying, The Hebrew servant, 
which thou hast brought unto us, came in unto me to 
mock me : (v. 18) And it came to pass, as I lifted up my 
voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and 
fled out." 

Joseph again cast into prison.— (v. 19) '* And it came to 
pass, when his master heard the words of his wife, which 
she spake unto him, saying, After this manner did thy 
servant to me ; that his wrath was kindled, (v. 20) And 
Joseph's master took him, and put him into the prison^ a 
place were the king's prisoners were bound : and he was 
there in the prison." 

The Lord stlU prospers him.— (v. 21) *' But the Lord was 
with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favour 
in the sight of the keeper of the prison, (v. 22) And the 
keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's hand all the 
prisoners that were in the prison ; and whatsoever they 
did there, he was the doer of it. (v. 23) Tlie keeper of the 
prison looked not to any thing that was under his hand ; 
because the Lord was with him, and that which he did, 
the Lord made it to prosper." 



" Jwcf Jozeph^^ V. 1. — These verses, 1 and 2, sei've to 
connect the narrative with ch. zxxvii. 36, the story of 
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Joseph having been interrupted by Judah's personal 
history ; ch. xxxviii. 

** Made him overseer^** y. 4. — In the Egyptian sonlptures, 
stewards (overseers) are represented superintending the 
houses of rich men. — Sp, Com^ 

**H%8 master^ 8 wifey v. 7. — In an ancient Egyptian 
romance called " tne two brothers^" the events of this 
chapter are narrated, although without any reference to 
Joseph. The Egyptian woraen are said to have been much 
given to intemperance and immorality. — Herodotus, book 
IL cA. 3. 

^ An Hebrew,*' v. 14.— She uses this terra in order to 
disarm her husband's suspicion by an implied charge that 
he unduly favoured a race who, as nomaas, were an abom- 
ination to the Egyptians ; ch. xliii. 32. 

** Prison" v. 20. — Had Potiphar believed his wife's story, 
Joseph should have been put to death, being only a slave. 
He was put instead into a prison, which seems to have 
formed part of the captain of the guard's (chief of the exe- 
cutioners) house ; ch. xl. 3 ; xli. 14. Notwithstanding 
Potiphar's doubt as to his guilt, he was treated at first, 
at least, with great severity ; Psa. cv. 17, 18 ; also ch. xl. 
16, " into the dungeon" 

CHAPTER XL. 

FharaoVs butler and baker imprisoned. Their 
dreams interpreted by Joseph, and fulfilled. 
The butler's ingratitude. 

Pliaraoli's butler and baker. — (v. 1) ''And it came to pass 
after these things, that the butler of the king of Egypt 
and his baker had otfended their lord the king of Egypt. 
(v. 2) And Pharaoh was vrroth aeainst two of his officers, 
against the chief of the butlers, and against the chief of the 
bakers, (v. 3) And he put them in ward iu the house of 
the captain of the guard, into the prison, the place where 
Joseph was bound." 

Placed under Joseph's charge.— (v. 4) ''And the captain 
of the guard charged Joseph with them, and he served 
them : and they continued a seaso^i in xoo/rd." 
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Tbef dmat 4re«BUL — (t. 5) ^And they dreamed a 
dream both of them, each man his dream in one nighty each 
man according to the inteipretation of his dream, the 
batler and the baker of the king of Egypt, whidi wore 
bound in the prison. (▼. 6) And Joseph came in nnto 
them in the morning and looked npon them, and, behold, 
they were sad. {y. 7) And he asked Pharaoh's officers 
that were with him in the ward of his lord's house, saying. 
Wherefore look ye so sadly to day ? (y. 8) And they said 
onto him. We have dreamed a dream, and there ia no 
interpreter of it. And Joseph said nnto them. Do not 
interpretations belong to God ? tell me them, I pray yon." 

The chief tmtler's dream. — (▼. 9) ''And the chief batler 
told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, In my dream, 
behold, a vine wets before me; (t. 10) And in the vine were 
three branches : and it was as though it budded, and her 
blossoms shot forth; and the clusters thereof brought 
forth ripe grapes : (▼. 11) And Pharaoh's cup was in my 
hand : and I took the grapes, and pressed them into 
Pharaoh's cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand." 

Joseph Intennrets it.— (t. 12) ''And Joseph said unto 
him, This is the interpretation of it : The three branches 
are three days : (y. 13) Tet within three days shall 
Pharaoh lift up ihitie heady and restore thee unto thy 
place : and thou shalt deliver Pharaoh's cup into his hand, 
after the former manner when thou wast his butler." 

Joseph implores his favour.— (v. 14) "But think on me 
when it shall be well with thee, and shew kindness, I pray 
thee, unto me, and make mention of me nnto Pharaoh, 
and bring me out of this house, (v. 15) For indeed / vxis 
stolen away out of the land of the Hebrews : and here also 
have I done nothing that they should put me into the 
dungeon." 

The chief baker's dream. — (v. 16) "When the chief baker 
saw that the interpretation was good, he said unto Joseph, 
I also was in my dream, and, behold, I had three white 
baskets on my head : (v. 17) And in the uppermost basket 
there was of all manner of bakemeats for Pharaoh ; and 
the birds did eat them out of the basket upon my head." 

Joseph interprets it— (v. 18) "And Joseph answered 
and said. This is the interpretation thereof: The three 
baskets are three days: (v. 19) Yet within three days shall 
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Pharaoh lift up thy head from of thee, and shall hang 
thee on a tree ; and the birds shall eat thy flesh from off 
thee." 

Tlie dreams fnlflllad.— (v. 20) ^And it came to pass the 
third day, which was Pharaoh's birthday, that he made a 
feast unto all his servants : and he lifted up the head of 
the chief butler and df the chief baker among his servants, 
(v. 21) And he restored the chief butler unto nis butlership 
again ; and he gave the cup into Phai^ach's hand : (v. 22) 
But he hanged the chief baker: a& Joseph had interpreted 
to them." 

The butler's Ingratitude.— (v. S3) ** Tet did not the chief 
butler remember Joseph, but forgat him." 

** Pharaoh was wroth** v. 2. — It has been conjectured 
that these two officers, having charge of the king's food, 
had agreed to poison him, but this rests only on a tradition, 

** Chief of the hutlera" v. 2. — Cupbearers, see Neb. i. 11 ; 
ii. 1 ; where same word is used. This was an officer of 
great importance, having charge of the royal vineyards, 
with hundreds of people under him. 

** Of the bakere" v. 2. — Or confectioners. His duty was to 
provide and prepare all the food used by the king. Both 
officers were of tne highest rank. 

*'A season in ward^ v. 4. — Probably a year, to the next 
anniversary of the king's birthday, v. 20. 

"A vine was before mei* v. 9. — It appears from the 
sculptures of Egypt that the vine was cultivated at an 
early period, and that wine was used freely by all classes, 
although beer seems to have supplied its place frequently 
at the tables of the poor. — Sp, Com, 

^*/Shcdl lift up thine head," v. 13. — Bestore thee to thy 
place. 

*^Iwas stolen" v, 15. — Not banished for any crime. 

" The land of the Hebrews" v. 16. — He does not say the 
land of Canaan, lest the Egyptians should confound him 
with the Canaanites, who were idolaters. 

" Three white baskets" v. 16.— Either baskets of- white 
hreadf or baskets full of holes, i.e.j of wicker work, made 
generally of the mid-rib of the palm frond, or of reeds, &a 

*• The birds did eat them" v. 17.— In crossinff the open 
courts from the kitchen to the dining looxa \ti\& \s^<^ 
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easily have kappenecL It is said to be an every day in« 
cident still in the hot countries of the east. Birds being 
sacred in Egypt, could not be destroyed 

" 27ie three ocuiets are three dayi^ v. 18, — ^Are= signify; 
Matt. xxyL 26 ; Luke viiL 1 1 ; GaL iv. 25. 

" Lift up thy head from off thee," ▼. 19. — In the butler's 
case the cup was handed into Pharaoh's hand, ▼. 11 ; in 
the baker's, the birds eat the meats, heuce the difference 
in their interpretation (v. 19) — "M« birds shall ecU thyfUsh^ 
while Pharaoh restores to honour. 

CHAPTER XLL 

Pharaoh's two dreams interpreted by Joseph. 
His counsel to Pharaoh. Joseph is made 
ruler of the land of Egypt. His marriage, 
and birth of his two sons. Beginning of 
the famine. 

Pharaoh's dreams.— (▼. 1) ''And it came to pass at the end 
of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed : and, behold, he 
stood by the river, (v. 2) And, behold, there came up otU 
of the river seven well favoured kine and fatfleshed ; and 
they fed in a meadow, (v. 3) And, behold, seven other 
kine came up after them out of the river, ill favoured and 
leanfleshed ; and stood by the other kine upon the brink 
of the river, (v. 4) And the ill favoured and leanfleshed 
kine did eat up the seven well favoured and fat kine. So 
Pharaoh awoke, (v. 5) And he slept and dreamed a second 
time : and, behold, seven ears of corn came up upon one 
stalk, rank and good. (v. 6) And, behold, seven thin ears 
and blasted with the east wind sprang up after them, 
(v. 7) And the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank and 
full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a 
dream, (v. 8) And it came to pass in the morning that 
his spirit was troubled ; and he sent and called for all the 
magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof : and 
Pharaoh told them his dream ; but there was none that 
could interpret them unto Pharaoh." 

The butler's confession. — (v. 9) '*Then spake the chief 
butler unto Pharaoh, saying, / do remember my favUs this 
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day : (v. 10) Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and 
put me in ward in the captain of the guard's house, both 
me and the chief baker : (v. 11) And we dreamed a dream 
in one night, I and he : we dreamed each man according 
to the interpretation of his dream, (v. 12) And there was 
there with us a young man, an Hebrew, servant to the 
captain of the guard ; and we told him, and he interpreted 
to us our dreams ; to each man according to his dream he 
did interpret, (v. 13) And it came to pass, as he interpreted 
to us, so it was ; me he restored unto mine office, and him 
he hanged.'' 

Joseph Is sent for.— (v. 14) ''Then Pharaoh sent and 
called Joseph, and they brought him hastily out of the 
dungeon : and he shaved himself ^ and changed his raiment, 
and came in unto Pharaoh, (v. 15) And Pharaoh said 
unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream, and there is none 
that can interpret it : and I have heard say of thee, that 
thou canst understand a dream to interpret it. (v. 16) 
And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me: 
God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace." 

Pliaraoh tells his dreams.— (v. 17) ''And Pharaoh said 
unto Joseph, In my dreum, behold, I stood upon the bank 
of the river : (v. 18) And, behold, there came up out of the 
river seven kine, fatfleshed and well favourea ; and they 
fed in a meadow : (v. 19) And, behold, seven other kine 
came up after them, poor and very ill favoured and lean- 
fleshed, such as I never saw in all the land of Egypt for 
badness : (v. 20) And the lean and ill favoured kine did eat 
up the first seven fat kine : (v. 21) And when they had 
eaten them up, it could not be known that they had eaten 
them ; but they were still ill favoured, as at the beginning. 
So I awoke, (v. 22) And I saw in my dream, and, behold, 
seven ears came up in one stalk, full and good : (v. 23) And, 
behold, seven ears, withered, thin, and blasted with the 
east wind, sprung up after them : (v. 24) And the thin 
ears devoured the seven good ears : and I told this unto 
the magicians ; but there was none that could declare 
it to me." 

Joseph interprets them. — (v. 25) "And Joseph said unto 
Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh is one : God nath shewed 
Pharaoh what he is about to do. (v. 26) The seven good 
kine ora seven yeaara; and the seven good ««i.t^ ^^ ^^^^\^ 
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^ears : the dream is one. (▼. 27) And the seven thin and 
ill favoured kine that came np after them are seven veais; 
and the seven empty ears blasted with the east wind shall 
be seven years of famine, (v. 28) This is the thing which 
I have spoken nnto Pharaoh : What (rod is about to do he 
sheweth unto Pharaoh, (v. 29) Behold, there come seven 
years of great plenty ^ronghout all the land of Egypt : 

iv. 30) And there shall arise after them seven years of 
amine ; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in the land 
of Egypt ; and the famine shall consume the land ; (v. 31) 
And the plenty shall not be known in the land by reason 
of that famine following ; for it shall be very grievous, 
(v. 32) And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh 
twice ; it is because the thing is established by Gkxl, and 
God will shortly bring it to pass." 

His counsel to PliaraolL— (v. 33) " Now therefore let Pha« 
raoh look out a man discreet and wise, and set him over 
the land of Egypt, (v. 34) Let Pharaoh do this, and let 
him appoint officers over the land, and take up the fiftk 
part of the land of Egypt in the seven plenteous years, 
(v. 35) And let them gather all the food of those good 
years that come, and lay up com under the hand of Pha- 
raoh, and let them keep food in the cities, (v. 36) And 
that food shall be for store to the land against the seven 
years of famine, which shall be in the Land of Egypt ; that 
the land perish not through the famine." 

Joseph's exaltation. — (v. 37) "And the thing was good 
in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants, 
(v. 38) And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find 
such a one aa this iSy a man in whom the Spirit of God is ? 
(v. 39) And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as Qod 
hath shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and 
wise as thou art : (v. 40) Thou shalt be over my honse^ 
and according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled: 
only in the throne will I be greater than thou. (v. 41) 
And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over 
all the land of Egypt, (v. 42) And Pharaoh took off his 
ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and 
arrayed him in vestures ot fine linen, and put a gold chain 
about his neck ; (v. 43) And he made him to ride in the 
second chariot which he had ; and they cried before him, 
Bow t/ie knee : and he made him ruler over all the land of 
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^S3T^* (^* ^) -^^^ Pharaoh said nnto Joseph, I am 
Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man lift up his hand 
or foot in all the land of Egypt/' 

Hie marrlasre.— (y. 45) "And Pharaoh called Joseph's 
name Zaphnath-paaneah; and he gave him to wife Asenath 
the daughter of Poti-pherah priest of On, And Joseph 
went out over all the land of JEgjrpt. 

The seven plenteous years begin.— (v. 46) ''And Joseph 
was thirty years eld when he stood before Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of 
Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land of Egypt. 
(v. 47) And in the seven plenteous years the earth 
brought forth hy handfuls, (v. 48) And he gathered up all 
the food of the seven years, which were in the land of 
Eg3rpt, and laid up the food in the cities : the food of the 
field, which was round about every city, laid he up in the 
same. (v. 49) And Joseph gathered com as the sand of the 
sea, very much, until he left numbering ; for it was with- 
out number." 

Joseph's two sons horn. — (v. 50) '^ And unto Joseph were 
bom two sons before the years of famine came, which 
Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah priest of On bare 
unto him. (v. 51) And Josepn called the name of the 
firstborn Manasseh: For Goa, said he, hath made me 
forget all my toil, and all my father's house, (v. 52) And 
the name of the second called he Bphraim : For God hath 
caused me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction." 

The seven years of dearth.— (v. 53) " And the seven years 
of plenteousness, that was in the land of Egypt, were 
ended, (v. 54) And the seven years of dearth began to 
come, according as Joseph had said : and the dearth was in 
all lands; but in all the land of Egypt there was bread, 
(v. 55) And when all the land of Egypt was famished, the 
people cried to Pharaoh for bread : and Pharaoh said unto 
all the Egyptians, Go unto Joseph ; what he saith to you, 
do. (v. 66) And the famine was over all the face of the 
earth : And Joseph opened all the storehouses, and sold 
unto the Egi/ptiam ; and the famine waxed sore in the 
land of Egypt, (v. 57) And all countries came into Egypt 
to Joseph for to buy com j because that the famine was 
80 sore in all lands.'' 
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** Tiffo full yecws^ v. 1. — ^After the ev^ents of the last 
chapter. 

" The river,^ v, 1. — The great river — Tear, or Anr — ^the 
Nile. Its sacred name was Hapi, t.e.y Apis. — Sp. Com. 

**Ktne" V. 2. — The cow was sacred to Isis, the goddess 
of earth, as nourisher ( Edersheim), or to Athor, the Venus 
of Egypt ; and was looked on as a symbol of the earth and 
its cultivation, and food. — Sp. Com. 

*^In a meadow" v. 2. — This word Achu is Egyptian, 
and means the rank grass by the river's side. — Sp. Com. 

" Came up out of the river" v. 2. — They plunge daily into 
the river for shelter from the heat, and when emerging, 
seem as if rising out of the river. — Br. F. and Jam. 

"East unnd," v. 6.— The S.E. wind {chamnn) blows 
from the desert of Arabia, and is therefore a parching; 
destroying wind ; Ezek. xix. 12. 

^^ Devoured" v, 7. — This is a diflferent word from that 
used in v. 4. It means destroyed by absorbing to them- 
selves the nutritious portions of the soil. Correctly applied 
to com ! 

" Magicians" v. 8.^-Sacred scribes, wonder-worhers I like 
the magi ; Dan. i. 20. 

" The wise men" v. 8. — Possessed probably of superior 
scientific krunoledge. 

" I do remember" v. 9. — His conscience at last awakened, 
but a desire to ingratiate himself with Pharaoh may 
account for his conduct. 

^^ He restored" v. 13. — Not restored^ nor hanged, but 
foretold that both these should take place. A prophetic 
use of words ; Jer. i. 10. 

"He shaved himself" v. 14. — The Hebrews wore the 
beard long, but the Egyptians cut both hair and beard 
close. Joseph, therefore, when about to appear before 
Pharaoh, carefully adapted himself to the manner of the 
Egyptians. — Sp. Com. 

** Not in me : Qod shall give" v. 16. — Ch, xl. 8 ; Matt 
X. 32, 33. 

" The dream . . . is one," v. 25. — Only doubted, v. 26 and 
27, to impress Pharaoh with the certainty of its fulfil- 
ment. See v. 32. 

" The fifth part" ▼. 34. — The tax imposed appears to 
have been usually one-tenth, but in these years of unosaal 
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abundance Joseph advises one-fifth instead, that the 
supply for the years of famine may be the greater. 

" Under the harid," v. 35.— Under royal direction and 
sanction. 

" J« Mm iV V. 38.— As Joseph ; any one such as he is ; 
V. 39. 

**Be ruled" v. 40. — Ltt.t kiss ; i.«., the firman, or edict, 
in token of obedience ; or kiss thy mouth. Joseph's exalta- 
tion being a shadow of Christ's ; Ps. ii. 12 ; Phil. ii. 6-9. 

" Tooi of hia rinff,^* v. 42.— In giving to Joseph his rinc 
(a signet ring for signing public documents), he delegated 
to him his wnole authority.— 5p. Com, 

** Fine linen" v. 42. — The byssus or fine linen referred to 
in Ezek. xxvii. 16, worn only by the highest personages. 

" Oold chain" v. 42. — A badge of nobility. 

" Bow the knee" v. 43. — See margin. More probably it 
is an Egyptian shout of welcome = reioice, 

^^ Zaphnath'Paaneah" v. 45. — The Kabbis interpret by 
revecUer of secrets; the Ixx. by Saviour of the world; 
Jerome by sustainer of the age ; others think it is 'near to 
Neiih (the Egyptian Minerva) ; while Paaneah {who flees 
from adultery) has reference to his temptation ; ch. xxxix. 

^^Asenathf v. 45. — Worshipper of or near to Neith. 

"Priest of On" v. 45. — The priests belonged to the 
highest order of nobility. On = light, was the name of the 
deity worshipped in the temple. Ba (in Poti-pherah) is 
the sun, hence this place was referred to by later sacred 
writers as Bethaon, or Bethaven ; Ezek. xxx. 17 ; Amos 
i. 5. Bethshemesh {house of the sun) Jer. xliii. 13 ; (in 
Ixx it is On=Hellopolls) the centre of the worship of the 
Sunrgod, 

" Thirti/ years old" v. 46.— He was 17 when sold ; 13 
years in the service of Potiphar, and in prison. 

"-fljy handftUs" v. 47. — A singular expression, but 
accurate, as the reapers used to grasp the ears, which alone 
were cut. — £r. F, ^ Jam, 

" Manassehy* y. 61 = Forgetting. 

"Ephraim" v. 52 = Fruitf ulness, i,e., double-fruitfalness 
— in dual number. 

" The dearth was in all lands," v. 54. — This expression 
refers to the adjacent countries, Ethiopia, Arabia, Pales- 
tine, and Syria only— all in that region* TVi!^ QN«c^<^'^^^^^^ 
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of the Nile produces fertility in Egjrpt ; bat the swelling 
of the river a few feet above or hdow what is necessaiy, 
has produced destructive famines. The Nile rises in Lake 
Nyanza, and its rise and fall is due not to the melting of 
mountain snows, but to the tropical rains that fall in the 
Lake region of Africa. There is no rain in Lower Egypt 
" Sold unto the Egyptians," v. 66. — See note^ cb. xliL 6. 

CHAPTEE XLIL 

Jacob sends ten of his sons to Egypt for corn. 
They are accused of being spies, and im- 
prisoned. They are released on condition 
of Benjamin's presence in Egypt Their 
conscience is awakened. Simeon detained 
as a hostage. They return with com to 
Canaan. Jacob refuses to send Benjamin. 

Jacob sends to Egsrpt for com. — (v. 1) *^ Now when Jaadb 
saw that there was corn in Egypt, Jacob said unto his sons, 
Why do ye look one upon another? (v. 2) And he said, 
Behold, I have heard that there is com in Eg3rpt : get 
you down thither, and buy for us from thence, tnat we 
may live, and not die." 

The bretluren arrive in Egypt— (v. 3) '^And Joseph's ten 
brethren went down to buy com in Egypt, (v. 4) But 
Benjamiu, Joseph's brother, Jacob sent not with his 
brethren ; for he said, Lest peradventure mischief befall 
him. (v. 5) And the sons of Israel came to buy com 
among those that came : for the famine was in thi land 
of Canaan,** 

They are recognised by Joseph. — (v, 6) "And Joseph waa 
the governor over the land, and he it was that sola to aU 
the people of the land : and Joseph's brethren came, and 
hawed down themselves before him with their faces to the 
earth, (v. 7) And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew 
them, but made himself strange unto them, and spaJce 
roughly unto them ; and he said unto them. Whence come 
ye? And they said, From the land of Canaan to buy 
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food. (y. 8) And Joseph knew his brethren, but they 
knew noi him." 

He accuseA them of iMlng spies.— (v. 9) " And Joseph 
remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and 
said unto them. Ye are spies ; to see the nakedness of th$ 
land ye are come. (y. 10) And they said unto him, Nayi 
my lord, but to buy food are thy servants come. (v. 11) 
We are all one maris sons ; we are true men, thy servantel 
are no spies, (v. 12) And he said unto them, ^ay, but to 
see the nakedness of the land ye are come. (v. 13) And 
they said. Thy servants are twelve brethren, the sons of 
one man in the land of Canaan ; and, behold, the youngest 
is this day with our father, and one is not, (v. 14) And 
Joseph said unto them. That is it that I spake unto you^ 
saying, Ye are spies : (v. 15) Hereby ye shall be proved i 
By the life of Pharaoh ye shall not go forth hence, except 
your youngest brother come hither, (v. 16) Send one of 
you, and let him fetch your brother, and ve shall be kepi 
in prison, that your words may be proved, whether there 
be any truth in you : or else by the life of Pharaoh surely 
ye are spies, (v. 17) And he put them all together intd 
ward three days." 

He requires BeivJamln's presenoe.— (v. 18) ''And Joseph 
said unto them the third day. This do, and live ; for I fear 
God : (v. 19) If ye be true men, let one of your brethren 
be bound in the house of your prison : go ye, carry corn 
for the famine of your houses : (v. 20) But brin^ your 
youngest brother unto me ; so shall your words be verihed, 
and ye shall not die. And they did so." 

Their conscience is awakened.— (v. 21) ''And they said 
one to another. We are verily guilty concerning our brother, 
in that we saw the anguish of his soul, when he besought 
us, and we would not hear ; therefore is this distress come 
upon us. (v. 22) And Reuben answered them sayine, 
Spake I not unto you, saying. Do not sin acainst the child; 
and ye would not hear ? therefore, behold, also his blood 
is required, (v. 23) And they knew not that Joseph un- 
derstood them ; for he spake unto them by an interpreter." 

Simeon is detained in Egsrpt— (v. 24) "And he turned 
himself about from them, and wept ; and returned to them 
again, and communed with them, and took from them 
Simeon* and bound him before their eyes.'' 
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They retnm to r>anaan. — (▼. 25) '^ Then Joseph commanded 
to fill their sacks with com, and to restore every man's 
money into his sack, and to give them provision for the 
way : and thus did he unto them. (v. 26) And they laded 
their asses with the corn, and departed thence, (v. 27) 
And as one of them opened his sack to give his ass pro- 
vender in the inn, he espied his money; for, behold, it 
was in his sack's mouth, (v. 28) And he said unto his 
brethren, My money is restored ; and, lo, it is even in 
my sack : and their heart failed them, and they were 
afraid, saying one to another, What is this that God hath 
done unto us ? " 

Their report to Jacob.— (v. 29) " And they came unto 
Jacob their father unto the land of Canaan, and told him 
all that befell unto them ; saying, (v. 30) The man, who 
is the lord of the land, spake roughly to us, and took us 
for spies of the country, (v. 31) And we said unto him, 
We are true men ; we are no spies : (v. 3^) We be twelve 
brethren, sons of our father ; one is not, and the youngest 
is this day with our father in the laud of Canaan, (v. 32) 
And the man, the lord of the country, said unto us, 
Bereby shall I know that ye are true men ; leave one of 
your brethren here with me, and take food for the famine 
of your households, and be gone : (v. 34) And bring your 
youngest brother unto me : then shall I know that ye are 
no spies, but that ye are true men : so will I deliver yoa 
your brother, and ye shall traflSick in the land." 

Jacob laments for his sons. — (v. 35) ^* And it came to pass 
as they emptied their sacks, that, behold, every man*s 
bundle of money was in his sack : and when both they 
and their father saw the bundles of money, they were 
afraid, (v. 36) And Jacx>b their father said unto them. 
Me have ye bereaved of my children : Joseph is not, and 
Simeon is not, and ye will take Benjamin away : all these 
things are against me. (v. 37) And Reuben spake unto 
his father, saying, Slay my two sons, if I bring him not to 
thee : deliver him into my hand, and I will bring him to 
thee again, (v. 38) And he said, My son shall not go 
down with you ; for his brother is dead, and he is left 
alone : if mischief befall him by the way in the which ye 
go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow 
to the grave." ■ 
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" When Jacob saw" v. 1, — i.e., had heard, see v. 2. 

"/n the land of Canaan,** v. 5. — The tropical rains 
"which, annually falling, swell the waters of the Nile, are 
those of Palestine also ; and their failure would produce 
similar effects there. — Br, Jam. <& Faut. 

^^ He it was that sold,** v. 6. — Superintended the sales. 

" Bowed down themselves** v. 6. — There were only ten of 
his brethren at this time — to fulfil his dream there must be 
eleven ; cb. xxxvii. 7, 8 ; also cb. xliii. 16, 23, and 27-29. 

" Spake roiwhly** v. 7. — Lest they should recognise him 
by his voice. He wished to test them, in order to ascertain 
whether they were changed since they treated him so 
cruelly. 

" The nakedness of the land,** v. 9 = the defenceless points 
in the land. The north-east of Egypt was its weak side, 
and strangers entering from this direction were jealously 
watched. 

**One man*s sons,** v. 11. — A sufficient answer to the 
charge of being spies, for no man would risk the lives of 
all his sons in so oangerous an undertaking. 

•* One is not,** v. 13. — This was the old falsehood told 20 
years before to Jacob ; ch. xxxvii. 31-33. It must have 
strengthened Joseph's doubts as to their repentance of the 
wrong done to him, to hear them give this false account of 
what they bad done. 

" Kept in prison,** v. 16. — " This is the first trial of his 
brethren (v. 17). Joseph's first object would be to separate 
the sons of Jacob from the crowd of other purchaser!^ so as 
to deal with them specially without awakening their sus- 
picions ; his next to ascei-tain the state of matters at home," 
especially as to their treatment of Benjamin. " Then he 
would make them taste undeserved sorrow, as he himself 
had done at their hands.'' — Edersheim, p. 263. 

** Bring your youngest brother,** v. 20. — The eleven sheaves 
of corn had not yet made obeisance, Benjamin must come 
with the other ten. Besides, Joseph must see with his 
own eyes that Benjamin was really alive, and better treated 
than he had been. 

" We are verily guUty,** v. 21. — These sudden perils 
awakened their conscience^ and brought their sin to their 
remembrance ; Acts ii. 37. 

" The anguish of his soul*** v. 21,— There is nothvxvtt %»\vV 
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*^ In the itok^ T. 27. — ^A ateftioii or resfciiig-place^ where 
caraTans stopped for tbe id^t^ Genenllj near a well, 
and, if poasabley to trees and pasture aba — Sp. (Uml, 

CHAPTER XLUL 

Jacob consents to Benjamin's departure. Tbe 
eleven brethren come to Egypt. They dine 
with Joseph. 

Jacob again sends for com. — (y. 1) ^ And the &uaune was 
sore iu the land. (▼. 2) And it came to pass, when they 
had eaten up the com which they had brought oat of 
E^ypt, their father said onto them, Qo again^ buy ns a 
little food." 

Judali's reply to Jacob.— (v. 3) "And Judah spake tmto 
him, sayiDg, The man did solemnly protest unto us, 
Biipriug, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be 
with you. (v. 4) If thou wilt send our brother with us, 
we will go down and buy thee food : (v. 5) But if thou 
wilt not send him, we will not go down : for the man said 
unto UH, Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be 
with you. (v. 6) And Israel said. Wherefore dealt ye so 
ill with mo, as to tell the man whether ye had yet a 
ln'othor ? (V. 7) And they said. The man asked us straitly 
of our state, and of our kindred, saying. Is your fatiier 
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yet alive? have ye another brother? and we told him 
according to the tenor of these words : could we certainly 
know that he would say. Bring your brother down? 
(v. 8) And Judah said unto Israel his father, Send the lad 
with me, and we will arise and go ; that we may live, and 
not die, both we, and thou, and also our little ones, 
(v. 9) I will be surety for him ; of my hand shalt thou 
require him : if I bring him not unto thee, and set him 
before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever : (v. 10) 
For except we had lingered, surely now we had returnea 
this second time.'' 

Jacob oonsentsto lend Benjamin.— (v. 11) "And their 
father Israel said unto them, If it must be so now, do this ; 
take of the beat fruits in the land in your vessels, and carry 
down the man a present, a little bcUrriy and a little honeys 

r' $8, and myrrhy nuts, and almonds : (v. 12) And take 
ble money in your hand ; and the money that was 
brought again in the mouth of your sacks, carry it again 
in your hand ; peradventure it waB an oversight : (v. 13) 
Take also your brother, and arise, go again unto the man : 
(v. 14) And Ood Almighty give you mercy before the man, 
that he may send away your other brother, and Benjamin. 
If I be bereaved of my children, lam bereaved.** 

TbBj oome again to Egypt.— -(v. 15) " And the men took 
that present, and they took double. money in their hand, 
and JBenjamin ; and rose up, and went down to Egypt, 
and stood before Joseph.'' 

Tliey are brouglit to Josepli's boiue.— (v. 16) "And when 
Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to the ruler of 
his house. Bring these men home, and sla^, and make 
ready; for these men shall dine with me at noon. (v. 17) 
And the man did as Joseph bade ; and the man brought 
the men into Joseph's house." 

Tbeir fears and •ntreatie8.->(v. 18) " And the men were 
afraid, because they were brought into Joseph's house ; 
and they said, Because of the money that was returned in 
our sacks at the first time are we brought in ; that he may 
seek occasion against us, and fall upon us, and take us for 
bondmen, and our asses, (v. 19) And they came near to 
the steward of Joseph's house, and they communed with 
him at the door of the house, (v. 20) And said, sir, we 
came indeed down at the first time to buy food : (v. 21) 
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And it came to pass, when we came to the inn, that we 
opened oar sacks, and, behold, every man's money was in 
toe mouth of his sack, our money in full weight : and we 
have brought it again in our hand. (v. 22) And other 
money have we brought down in our hands to bay food : 
we cannot tell who put our money in our sacka (v. 23) 
And he said. Peace be to you, fear not : your God, and 
the God of your father, hath given you treasure in your 
sacks : I had your money. And he brought Simeon oat 
unto them. (v. 24) Ana the man brought the men into 
Joseph's house, and gave them water, and they washed 
their feet ; and he gave their asses provender, (y. 25) And 
they made ready the present against Joseph came at noon: 
for they heard that they should eat bread there." 

They present their gifts.— (v. 26) ** And when Joseph 
came home, they brought him the present which was in 
their hand into the house, and bowed themsdves to him to 
the earth, (v. 27) And he asked them of their welfare, and 
said, Is your father well, the old man of whom ye spake ? 
Is he yet alive ? (v. 28) And they answered, Thy servant 
our father is in good health, he is yet alive. And they 
bowed down their heads, and made obeisance." 

Joseph recognises Benjamin. — (v. 29) "And he lifted up 
his eyes, and saw his brother Benjamin^ his mothei's soit^ 
and said, Is this your younger brother, of whom ye spake 
unto me ? And he said, God be gracious unto thee, my 
SOD. (v. 30) And Joseph made haste ; for his bowek did 
yearn upon his brother : and he sought where to weep ; 
and he entered into his chamber, and wept there." 

They dine with Joseph.— (v. 31) *' And he washed his face 
and went out, and refrained himself, and said. Set on 
bread, (v. 32) And they set on for him by himself, and 
for them by themselves, and for the Egyptians, which did 
eat with him, by themselves : because the Egyptians might 
not eat bread with the Hebrews ; for that is an abominor 
tion unto the Egyptians, (v, 33) And they sat before him, 
the firstborn according to his birthright^ and the youngest 
according to his youth : and the men marvelled one at 
another, (v. 34) And he took and sent messes unto them 
from before him : but BenjamirCs mess was five times so 
much as any of their's. And they drank, and were merry 
with him." ■ 
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" Go a^ain!* v. 2. — This was about a year after their 
former visit ; see ch. xlv. 8. 

" The best fruits,** v. 11. — Lit., of the song of the land ; 
fruits celebrated in song, or highly praised. 

"JSo/m . . spices . . myrrh" v. 11. — See note, xxxvii. 25. 

** Honey " y. 11. — Either the honey of Hebron (Lev. ii. 
11), superior to that of Egypt, or made from fruits (grapes 
or dates) boiled into a syrup ; still prepared in Palestine, 
and called dibs — Heb., debasL 

^^ Nuts" V. 11. — The fruit of the pistachio, a tree allied 
to the terebinth. This tree was not found in Egypt ; its 
fruit would be there a luxury. 

"(7orf Almighty" v. l^,—El Shaddai, ch. xvii. 1 ; 
XXXV. 11. 

" 1 am bereaved," v. 14. — Once more Jacob was left alone 
(ch. xxxiL 24) to wrestle, no doubt, as he had before done, 
in prayer. 

" Slay and make ready" v. 16. — Not only because of the 
heat, but also from taste and habit^ Orientals prefer newly- 
killed meat. 

^^ Bowed themselves" v. 26. — The first dream (the Eleven 
sheaves) is now fulfilled, ch. xxxviL ; see also v. 28. 

" Saw his brother Benjamin" v. 29. — He was only an 
infant, if even born, when Joseph was sold. See ch. xlviii. 
7, where Eachel's death is narrated to Joseph as not known 
before. 

" His mothen's son," v. 29. — His ovm mother's— Eachers 
— son. 

"Jn abomination" v. 32. — The Egyptians held cows in 
the highest veneration, and could not therefore eat with 
foreigners who killed and ate them. Joseph sat apart, 
because of his superior rank. 

" They sat before him" v. 33. — The Hebrews reclined at 
meals, but the monuments represent the Egyptians as 
sitting — a minute but striking instance of the accuracy of 
the sacred writer. 

"7%e men marvelled" v. 33, — at being placed by a 
stranger exactly according to their ages, 

" Benjamin^s mess," v. 34. — A double meis was a mark 
of honour ; 1 Sam. ix. 23. Joseph sent five portions to 
Benjamin, not so much to pay him respect, as to t^^t V!i.>& 
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brothers whether, seeiDg this mark of favour, they would 
be glad to get rid of this second favourite when an oppor- 
tunity would be afforded them next day ; ch. xliv. 2, 12, 
13, 17. 

CHAPTEEXLIV. 

They are detained when about departing, on a 
charge of stealing Joseph's silver cup. 
After a search, it is found in Benjamin's 
sack. All return to Joseph's house. Jo- 
seph's decision, and Judah's intercession. 

Joseph's plan to detain BeiUamln. — (v. 1) ''And he com- 
manded the steward of his house, saying, Fill the men's 
sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put every 
man's Tnoney in his sack's month, (y. 2) And put my cup, 
tJie silver cwp^ in the sack's mouth of the youngest, and his 
com money. And he did according to the word that 
Joseph had spoken, (y. 3) As soon as the morning was 
light, the men were sent away, they and their asses, 
(v. 4) And when they were gone out of the city, and not 
yet far off, Joseph said unto his steward, Up, follow after 
the men; and when thou dost oyertake them, say unto 
them, Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for good ? (v. 5) 
Is not this it in which my lord drinketh, and whereby 
indeed he divineth f ye have done evil in so doing." 

The brothers are charged with theft— (v. 6) ''And he 
overtook them, and he spake unto them these same words." 

Their reply to the <diarge.— (v. 7) "And they said unto 
him, Wherefore saith my lord these words ? Grod forbid 
that thy servants should do according to this thing : (v. 8) 
Behold, the money, which we found in our sacks' months 
we brought again unto thee out of the land of Canaan : 
how then should we steal out of thy lord's house silver or 
gold? (v. 9) With whomsoever of thy servants it be 
found, both let him die, and we also will be my lord's 
bondmen." 

The search and Its result— (v. 10) "And he said, Now 
also let it be according unto your words : he with whom 
it is found shall be my servant ; and ye shall be blamelesa 
(v, 11) Then they speedily took. doNm ^y^ry man his sack 
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to the ground, aud opened every man his sack. (v. 12) 
And he searched, and began at the eldest, and left at the 
youngest : and the cup was found in Benjamin's sack, 
(v. 13) Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man . 
his ass, and returned to the city.'' 

They return to Joieph'i bouse.— (▼. 14) "And Judah and 
his brethren came to Joseph's house ; for he was yet there : 
and they fell before him on the ground." 

Joseph accuses tliem.---(y. 15) ''And Joseph said unto 
them, What deed is this that ye have done ? wot ye not 
that such a man as I can certainly divine ?" 

Judali's confession.— (v. 16) "And Judah said. What 
shall we say unto my lord ? what shall we speak ? or how 
shall we clear ourselves ? Ood hath fotmd out the iniquity 
of thy servants : behold, we are my lord's servants, ooth 
we, and he also with whom the cup is found." 

Joseph's reply.— -(v. 17) "And he said, God forbid that 
I should do so : but the man in whose hand the cup is 
found, he shall be my servant ; and as for you, get you up 
in peace unto your father." 

Judali's Intercession. — (v. 18) ''Then Judah came near 
unto him, and said. Oh my lord, let thy servant, I pray 
thee, spesbk a word in my lord's ears, and let not tniue 
anger bum against thy servant : for thou art even as 
Pharaoh, (v. 19) My lord asked his servants, saying, 
Have ye a father, or a brother ? (v. 20) And we said unto 
my lord, We have a father, an old man, and a child of his 
old age, a little one ; and his brother is dead, and he alone 
is left of his mother, and his father loveth him. (v. 21) 
And thou saidst unto thy servants, Bring him down unto 
me, that I may set mine eyes upon him. (v. 22) And we 
said unto my lord, The lad cannot leave his father : for if 
he should leave his father, his father would die. (v. 23) 
And thou saidst unto thy servants, Except your youngest 
brother come down with you, ye shall see my face no more, 
(v. 24) And it came to pass when we came up unto thy 
servant my father, we told him the words ot my lord. 
Cv, 25) And our father said, Go again, and buy us a little 
food. (V. 26) And we said. We cannot go down : if our 
youngest brother be with us, then will we go down : for 
we may not see the man's face, except our youngest brother 
be with us. (v. 27> And thy servant my fath&i: «».vi\\:c)^ 
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us, Ye know that mt/ wife bare me Uoo sons : (y. 28) Aud 
the ODe went out from me, and I said, Surely he is torn in 
pieces ; and I saw him not since : (v. 29) And if ye take 
tiiis also from me, and mischief befall him, ye shall bring 
down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave, (v. 30) Now 
therefore when I come to thy servant my father, and the 
lad be not with us ; seeing that his life is bound up in the 
lad's life; (7. 31) It shall come to pass, when he seeth that 
the lad is not with us, that he will die : and thy servants 
shall bring down the gray hairs of thy servant our father 
with sorrow to the grave, (v. 32) For thy servant became 
surety for the lad unto my father, saying, If I bring him 
not unto thee, then I shall bear the blame to my lather 
for ever. (v. 33) Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant 
abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord ; and let the 
lad go up with his brethren, (v. 34) For how shall I go up 
to my father, and the lad be not with me 1 lest peradventure 
I see the evil that shall come on my father." 

" Every man^s mxmey,^* v. 1. — Their money found in their 
sacks would render it impossible to suspect Benjamin of 
theft, even when the cup was found in his sack's mouth. 
His brethren would at once see that whoever put the 
money in their sacks, would most probably place the cup 
in Benjamin's. 

** The silver cwpj* v. 2. — A large goblet or bowl ; Jer. 
XXXV. 5. The bowl was placed in Benjamin's sack, in 
order to give Joseph the power to detain him, so as to ^es^ 
the ten brethren's feelings towards him. If they hated him 
as they had Joseph, they might have got rid of him now, 
by leaving him in Joseph's hands as one found guilty of 
theft. This was the last test of their character. 

*' Vivinethf** v. 5. — Joseph did not practice divination, 
nor does v. 15 imply it. He keeps up the character of an 
Egyptian ruler all through in his conversations with his 
brethren. In ch. xl. '8, and xli. 16, he openly avows his 
belief that God alone is able to reveal the future. Divi- 
ners by cups used to drop gold, silver, or jewels, into the 
water to increase its brightness, then look into it as into a 
mirror, and give their answers by means of the imagery 
produced by the sun. — Wordsw(yrth, 

" Ood hath found ohU" v. 16.— They recognise (1) The 
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haud of God in tbe mysterious events which happened to 
them, and (2) That the cause of these mysterious provi- 
dences was not anything that Benjamin had done (see note 
V. 1) but their own iniquity, hidden up for over 20 years ; 
see ch. xlii. 13, xxxvii. 31-33. 

**Oet you up in peace" v. 17. — Joseph himself repeats the 
offer made by his steward (v. 10), and gives them another 
opportunity of getting rid of Benjamin. But his last test 
had been apphed, and the answer given back by his 
brethren was (1) An honest confession of their ovm sin; 

(2) No charge whatever on their part against Benjamin ; 

(3) A plain determination not to give him up, but to share 
his fate, whatever it might be. Tbe test was thus fully 
answered. 

" J/^ mfe bare me two sons" v. 27. — Jacob seems to have 
regarded Kachel as his only true wife ; ch. xxix. 25. 

°^Torn in pieces,** v. 28. — From ch. xlii. 13, Joseph 
gathered that he had been reported dead bv his brethren ; 
trom this verse for the first time he learnea the maimer of 
his supposed death ; ch. xxxvii. 31, 32. 

^'Instead of the lady" v. 33. — He became surety (v. 32), 
and now offers himself as a substitiUe; Matt. xx. 28; 
1 Tim. ii. 6. 

. (The beautiful address of Judah (v. 18-34) should be 
carefully analysed), 

CHAPTER XLV. 

Joseph is reoonciled to his brethren. He sends 
for his father, Fharaoh's kindness. Joseph 
sends presents to his father and chariots for 
the family. 

Josepli makes himself knowxL— (v. 1) " Then Joseph could 
not refrain himself before all them that stood by him ; and 
he cried. Cause every man to go out. from me. And there 
stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known 
unto his brethren, (v. 2) And he wept aloud : and the 
Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard, (v. 3) And 
Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph ; doth my 
father yet live ? And his brethren could not «cs^>it«t\£eEsx\ 
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for tbey were tronbled at his presence. (▼. 4) And J 
said onto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray yoa. 
tbay came near. And he said, I am Joseph your bi 
whom ye sold into Egypt, (t. 5) Now therefore 1 
ffrieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me b 
ror God did send me before you to preeenre life. (y. < 
these two years hath the famine been in the land : ai 
there are five years, in the which there shall neither I 
t*»g nor harvest, (y. 7) And God sent me before 3 

Eresenre you a posterity in the earth, and to save 
yes by a great cieliyerance. (y. 8) So now it was n< 
that sent me hither, btU God: and he hath made 
father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his hoose, and a 
throughout all the land of Egypt" 

He sends for his ftifher.--(y. 9) " Haste ye, and go 
my father, and say nnto him, Thus saith thy son J« 
God hath made me lord of all Egypt : come down 
me, tarry not : (y. 10) And thou shalt dwell in thi 
of Goshen, and thon shalt be near unto me, thou, an 
children, and thy children's children^ and thy flock 
thy herds, and all that thou hast : (y. 11) And ther 
I nourish thee ; for yet there are five years of fai 
lest thou, and thy household, and all that thou haBt, 
to poverty, (v. 12) And, behold, your eyes see, an 
eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my moutl 
speaketh unto you. (v. 13) And ye shall tell my fat 
all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen 
ye shall haste and bring down my father hither.'' 

He Is reeondled to Uls InrefhreiL^v. 14) ''And 1 
upon his brother Benjamin's neck, and wept ; and 
jamin wept upon his neck. (v. 15) Moreover he . 
all his brethren, and wept upon them : and after th 
brethren talked with him." 

Pliaraoli's kindness.— (v. 16) ^ And the fame therec 
heard in Pharaoh's house, saying, Joseph's brethrc 
come : and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his ser 
(v. 17) And Pharaoh said nnto Joseph, Say unt 
brethren. This do ye ; lade your beasts, and go, ge 
unto the land of Canaan ; (v. 18) And take your : 
and your households, and come unto me : and I wi] 
you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat t 
oi the land. (y. 19) Now thou art commanded, this c 



NOTES ON GENESIS. 171 

take you wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little 
ones, and for your wives, and bring your father, and come. 
(v. 20) Also regard not your stuf ; for the good of all the 
land of Egypt is your's/*^ 

josepii'B glft8.--(y. 21) "And the children of Israel did 
so : and Joseph gave them wagons, according to the com- 
mandment of Pharaoh, and gave them provision for the 
way. (v. 22) To all of them he gave each man changes of 
raiment ; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces 
of silver, and five changes of raiment (v. 23) And to his 
father he sent after this manner ; ten asses laden with the 
good things of Egypt, and ten she asses laden with corn 
and bread and meat for his father by the way. (v. 24) So 
he sent his brethren away, and they departed : and he 
said unto them, See that ye fall not out bv the way." 

Their report to Jacob.— (v. 25) "And tney went up out 
of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan unto Jacob 
their father, (v. 26) And told him, saying, Joseph is yet 
alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt And 
Jacob's heart fainted, for he believed them not (v. 27V 
And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had 
said unto them : and when he saw the wagons which Jo- 
seph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father 
revived : (v. 28) And Israel said. It is enough ; Joseph my 
son is yet alive : I will go and see him before I die. ' 

" There stood no vmn" v. 1.— Lest the Egjrptians should 
become acouainted with the early iniquities of his 
brethren.— ir. /. S F. 

'* Neither be earing nor harvest" v. 6. — Ear is an old 
English word for ^'•plough** It is found also in Exod. 
xxxiv. 21; Deut xxi. 4; 1 Sam. viii. 12; Isai. xxx. 24. 
But why should the famine prevent their ploughing the 
land and sowing their seeas? Evidently because the 
annuid overflowing of the Nile was prevented by an 
extraordinary drought. See Tiote, ch. xli. 54. 

^^But Oody* V. 8.— Zii?., the Ctod-— the personal God, who 
led and guarded Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and still' 
watched over the house of Israel. — Br. •/. <& F, 

" A father to Pharaoh" v. 8.— This title, given in later 
times to the Turkish Vizier, is found od the early Egyptian 
frunmmenCs. It means here also beneiaclox \ Z^. ^'^\3..^.^. 
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" Regard not your stuf," v. 20. — The stuff means, pro- 
bably, the heavy furniture, 

" FaXl not out,** v. 24. — Now that their early sin was 
brought to light by their reconciliation with Joseph, it was 
probable the conversation of the brothers would turn on 
their way home to their conduct to Joseph, and mutiud 
recrimination might have been the result 

** Went up,*' V. 25.— "/)oim" to the south ; "wjo" to the 
north; ch. xii. 10; xxvL 2; xlvi. 3. 

*^Saw the wagons** v. 27. — Carts and wagons, though 
known from an early time in E^rypt, were unknown in 
Palestine. Seeing the wagons, Jacob knew they must 
have come from Egypt, and that Joseph was really alive. 
These wagons (agaloth, from agaly to roll), sent now by 
Joseph, were chariots, or royal vehicles^ to bring his father 
and family down ; ch. xlvL 5. 

CHAPTER XLVI. 

Jacob decides to come to Egypt. He is 
strengthened by God at Beer-sheba. The 
number of the Israelites who came down. 
Meeting of Joseph and his father. He 
instructs his brethren how to reply to 
Pharaoh. 

Jacob comes to Beer-sheba. — (v. 1) "And Israel'took his 
journey with all that he had, and came to Beer-sheba, and 
offered sacrifices unto the God of his father Isaac." 

The Lord appears to lilm.~(v. 2) " And God spake unto 
Israel in the visions of the night, and said, Jacob, Jacob. 
And he said, Here am I. (v. 3) And he said, I am €rod, 
the God of thy father : fear not to go down into Egypt ; 
for I will there make of thee a great nation : (v. 4) I will 
go down with thee into Egypt ; and I will also surely 
bring thee up again : and Joseph shall put his hand upon 
thine eyes." 

They go down to Egypt— (v. 5) "And Jacob rose up from 
Beer-sheba : and the sons of Israel carried Jacob their 
father, and their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons 
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vhich Pharaoh had sect to carry him. (y. 6) And they 
took their cattle, and their goods^ which they had gotten in 
the land of Canaan, and caTm into Egyj^ty Jacob, and all 
his seed with him : (y. 7) His sons, and his sons' sons with 
him, hii dav/ghter8, and his sons' daughters, and all his seed 
brought he with him into Egypt." 

Their numlserB. — (y. 8) ** And these are the names of the 
children of Israel, which came into Egypt, Jacob and his 
sons : Reuben, Jacob's tirstborn." 

(1) Leah's children.— (y. 9) " And the sons of Beuben ; 
Hanoch, and Phallu, and Hezron, and Carmi. (y. 10) And 
the sons of Simeon ; Jemuel^ and Jamin, and Chad, and 
Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul the son of a Canaanitish 
woman, (y. 11) And the sons of Levi ; Gershon, Kohath, 
and Merari. (y. 12) And the sons of Judah ; Er, and 
Onan, and Shelah, and Pharez, and Zarah : but Er and 
Onan died in the land of Canaan. And the sons of Pharez 
were Hezron and Hamul. (y. 13) And the sons of Issachar ; 
Tola, and Phuyah, and Job, and Shimron. (y. 14) And 
the sons of Zebulun ; Sered, and Elon, and Jahleel. (y. 15) 
These be the sons of Leah, which she bare unto Jacob iii 
Padan-aram, with his daughter Dinah : all the souls of 
his sons and his daughters were thirty and three." 

(2) ZUpah's chUdren.— (y. 16) " And the sons of Gad ; 
Ziphion, and Haggi, Shuni, and Ezbon, Eri, and Arodi, 
and Areli. (y. 17) And the sons of Asher ; Jimnah, and 
Ishuah, and Isui, and Beriah, and Serah their sister : and 
the sous of Beriah ; Heber. and Malchiel. (y. 18) These 
are the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gaye to Leah his 
daughter, and these she bai*e unto Jacob, eyeu sixteen 
Boub." 

(8) Bachers children.— (y. 19) "The sons of Eachel Jacob's 
wife ; Joseph and Benjamin, (y. 20) And unto Josepli in 
the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, which 
Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah priest of On bare 
onto him. (y. 21) And the sons of Benjamin were Belah, 
and Becher, and Ashbel, Gera, and Naaman, Ehi, and 
Bosh, Muppim, and Huppim, and Ard. (y. 22) These 
are l^e sons of Bachel, which were born to Jacob : all 
Uie souls were fourteen." 

(4) Bilhah'i chUdren.- (y. 23) "And the sons of Dan ; 
Hushim, (y. 24) And the sons of N&pbla\\ \ S«X^2fti^^^\i^ 
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Guni, and Jezer, and Shillem. (v. 25) These are the bodb 
of BUbah, which Laban gave unto ftachel his daaghter, 
and she bare these unto Jacob : all the souls were seven." 

The whole numher.— (v. 26) "All the souls that caine 
with Jacob into Egypt, which came out of his loins, 
besides Jacob's sons' wives, all the souls were threesoon 
and six ; (v. 27) And the sons of Joseph, which weie 
born him in Egypt, were two souls : all the souls of the 
house of Jacob, which came into Egypt, were tkreesoon 
and ten," 

Joseph meets his father.-^(v. 28) "And he sent Jadah 
before him unto Joseph, to direct his face unto Groshen; 
and they came into the land of Goshen, (v. 29) And 
Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to meet 
Israel his father, to Goshen, and presented himself unto 
him ; and he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a 
good while, (v. 30) And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let 
me die, since I have seen thy face, because thou art yet 
alive." 

They prepare to. see Pharaoh.— (v. 31) "And Joseph 
said unto his brethren, and unto his father's house, I will 
go up, and shew Pharaoh, and say unto him. My brethren, 
and my father's house, which were in the laiid of Canaan, 
are come unto me ; (v. 32) And the men are shepherds, for 
their trade hath been to feed cattle ; and they have brought 
their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have. (v. 33) 
And it shall come to pass, when Pharaoh shall caU yon, 
and shall say. What is your occupation ? (v. 34) That ye 
shall say, Thy servants' trade hath been about cattle from 
our youth even until now, both we, and also our fathers : 
that ye may dwell in the land of Goshen ; for every tihephigrd 
is an abomination unto the Egyptians." 



" WUh aU that he had,** v. 1, — All the members of his 
household, for he left behind him his stuff, or heavy 
furniture ; ch. xlv. 20. 

" Offered sacri/lceSy* v. 1. — At Beersheba, where God had 
appeared to Abraham ; ch. xxi. 14, 31, 33 ; xxvi. 24, 25. 
Israel offered sacrifice that he might know certainly 
whether the Lord willed this descent into Egypt; ch 
xxvi. 2. 
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" Fear not to go down" v. 3. — ^The Lord had foretold 
this descent, ch. xv. 13. The time had now arrived for 
the beginning of this bondage ; for (1) the inic^uity of the 
Canaanites was not yet full, ch. xv. 16 ; (2) their residence 
in Canaan, as a nation^ v. 4 (they were as yet only a 
family — the change from famxly to nation was to be made 
in Egyi^t,^^ there^ v. 8), would have been difficult, as thev 
must either have coalesced or entered into warfare with 
some of the idolatrous nations. In Egypt, being shepherdSf 
they were kept separate, politicaUy, religiously, and 
socially, and were ready, therefore, for the Exodus when 
the time had arrived. 

" Bring thee up again" v. 4. — Fulfilled not in his own per- 
son, for Jacob died in Egypt, but in his seedr— in Israel, 
V. 2 ; Exod. i. 1, 7, 10. 

" Oooda which they had gotten'* v. 6. — Not furniture. 
See notes v. 1, and xlv. 20, — precious things, 

^*And came into Egypt" v. 6. — ^A scene depicted on a 
tomb at Beni Hassan strikingly illustrates this event. A. 
number of strangers in dress and appearance of the Semitic 
race appear before the governor; they are described aa 
Abusha and his family. — Sp, Com. 

^^Bis daughters," v. 7. — Dinah is the only daughter 
whose name is given. His daughters-in-law may be 
included, or there may have been other daughters, although 
Dinah alone is named. 

^^Jemud" V. 10, — or Nemud; Numb. xxvL 12. But 
Jemuel is found also in Exod. vi. 15. 

^ Sons of Pharez" v. 12. — Hezron And Hamul were 
probably bom in Egypt after the descent, but they are 
included here in the 66, as heads of families ; Exod. vi. 14. 
The words ^* Came with Jacob" are true in the same sense 
that Levi paid tithes, even before his birth ; Heb. viL 9, 
10. They came in their father Pharez. The word ^^were^* 
— loere horn — is found here only, not with any other 
names ; plainly indicating a distinction between the other 
patriarchs and Hezron and HamuL Dr. Oolenso makes 
no remark about this verb '* were," 

" Three score and ten,'* v. 27. — In the 66 of v. 26 are 
included those only who " Came with Jacob," and who 
came " out of his loins," v. 26. Those born at that time in 
Egypt (Joseph's sons) are exduded, for they did not cjc^ycv.^ 
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with Jacob, and also the wives of the patriarchs, for they 
did not come out of his loins. In v. 27 we have, in the 
number 70, the foregoinjif 66 and those of Jacob's house 
who were in Egypt, including, therefore, Joseph and his 2 
sons. But as Jacob was the head of the house, he most be 
included in v. 27 — ^all the sotds of the hoiue of Jacob;** 
thus the 66 of v. 26, with Joseph and 2 sons ana Jacob = 
70, In Acts viL 14 the number 75 is given, but here we 
have not those of the hovLse of Ja^cob, but JosepNe kindred, 
those for whom he sent; therefore, as in v. 26, we have 66 
who came with Jacob and were of ^^his kindred;*' we have 
not Joseph and his sons, for they were not sent for, being 
already in Egypt ; we have not Jacob, for he is separcUdy 
named, i.e,, *^ Jacob and all his kindred;" but we nave to 
add to the 66 of v. 26 the nine wives of the patriarchs 
who were sent for, and who were of Joseph's kindred, 
i.e., 66 + 9 = 75. — Scriptures Arranged^ (see Authors 
quoted.) 

" The land of Goshen;' v. 28.— It lay to the N.E. of 
Lower Egypt, having the sea to the N., the desert on the E., 
the Tanitic branch of the Nile on the W., and on the S. 
extending to the Red Sea. From its western boundary it 
was called Tanis, or the fidd of Zoan; Psa. IxxviiL 12, 
43 ; and Exod. i. 11. Joseph placed his brethren here 
that they might be near to Palestine, and so not be 
mixed up, as they must be in towns, with Egyptian life 
ind work. Goshen was also called Kameses — ch. xlvii. 11; 
Exod. i. 11 — having cities (built by the Israelites), 
Pithom, Baamses, and some think On or Heliopolis. 

*^ For every shepherd" v. 34 — Joseph directed his 
brethren to say openly that they were shepherds, that thus 
there might be no difficulty in the way of their settlement 
in Goshen, separate from the Egyptians, and able to 
worship freely the God of the Hebrews, and also that they 
might tje near to Canaan when the time came to return. 
Some think that the abomination in which shepherds were 
held in Egypt was caused by their remembrance of the 
invasion of the Hyksos or Shepherd Kings, under whom 
they suflfered so severely. 



NOTES OK OBNSSrS. 177 



CHAPTER XLVII. 

Joseph presents five of bis brethren to Pharaoh. 
His father is brought before the king. The 
Israelites settle in Oosben. Joseph acquires 
for the king the land of Egypt and the 
cattle of the Egyptians. He restores them 
to the people on favourable terms. Jacob's 
age. He binds Joseph to bury him in 
Canaan. 

Jftoobr presents ToSs ln«tlir«L^(y. 1) ** Then Joseph came 
and told Pharaoh, and said, My father and my brethren, 
and their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have, 
are come out of the land of Canaan ; and, behold, they are 
in the land of Goshen, (v. 2) And he took some of his 
brethren, even five men, and presented them unto Pharaoh. 
{v. 3) And Pharaoh said unto his brethren, What is your 
occupation ? And they said unto Pharaoh, Thy servavUs 
are mepherdt, both we, and also our fathers, (v. 4) They 
said moreover unto Pharaoh, For to sojourn in the land 
are we come ; for thy servants have no pasture for their 
flocks ; f(»r the famine is sore in the land of Canaan : now 
therefore, we pray thee, let thy servants dwell in the land 
of Goshen, (v. 5) And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying. 
Thy father and thy brethren are come unto thee : (v. 6) The 
land of Egypt is before thee ; in the best of the land make 
thy father and brethren to dwell ; in the land of Goshen 
let them dwell : ajid if thou knowest any men of activity 
among them, then make them rulers over my cattle." 

Jaool) before FharaolL— (v. 7) "And. Joseph brought in 
Jacob his father, and set him before Pharaoh : and Jacob 
blessed Pharaoh, (y. 8) And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, 
How old art thou ? (v. 9) And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, 
The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an himdred 
and thirty years : few and evil nave the days of the years 
of my life been, and have not attained unto the days of 
the years of the life of my fathers in the da.^« <^1 \2c^^vci 



178 f^OTES ON GENESIS. 

pilgrimage, (v. 10) And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went 
out from before Pharaoh." 

Jacob is placed in QoslieiL — (y. 11) "And Joseph placed 
his father and his brethren, and gave them a possession in 
the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of 
Barneses, as Pharaoh had commanded, (v. 12) And Joseph 
nourished his father, and his brethren, and all his father's 
household, with bread, according to their families." 

Joseph sells com for money. — (v. 13) ^ And there was no 
bread in all the land ; for the famine was reiy sore, so 
that the land of Egypt and all the land of Canaan fainted 
by reason of the famine. (▼. 14) And Joseph gathered up 
ail the money that was found in the land of Egypt, ismd 
in the land of Canaan, for the com which they bought : 
and Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh's house.'' 

He sells com for tbelr cattle. — (v. 15) '* And when money 
failed in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all 
the Egyptians came unto Joseph, ajid said, Give us bread: 
for why should we die in thy presence ? for the money 
faileth. (v. 16) And Joseph said, Oive your cattle; and 
I will give you for your cattle, if money faiL (17) And 
they brought their cattle unto Joseph : and Joseph gave 
them bread in exchange for horses, and for the flocks, and 
for the cattle of the herds, and for the asses : and he fed 
them with bread for all their cattle for that year." 

He sells next for their land.--(v. 18) " When that year 
was ended, they came unto him the second year, and said 
unto him, We will not hide it from my lord, how that our 
money is spent ; my lord also hath our herds of cattle ; 
there is not ought left in the sight of my lord, but our 
bodies and our lands : (v. 19) Wherefore shall we die 
before thine eyes, both we and our land ? buy us and our 
land for bread, and we and our land will be servants unto 
Pharaoh : and give us seed, that we may live, and not die, 
that the land be not desolate, (v. 20) And Joseph bought 
all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh ; for the Egyptians sold 
every man his field, because the famine prevailed over 
them : so the land became Pharaoh'a (v. 21) And as for 
the people, he removed them to cities from one end of the 
borders of Egypt even to the other end thereof." 

The priests' land.— (v. 22) " Only the land of the priests 
bought he not ; for the priests had a portion assigned them 
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of Pharaoh, and did eat their portion which Pharaoh gave 
them : wherefore they sold not their lands.'' 

The land reBtored.— (v. 23) " Then Joseph said unto the 
peopUy Behold, I have bought you this day and your land 
for Pharaoh : lo, here is seed for you, and ye shall sow the 
land. (v. 24) And it shall come to pass in the increase, 
that ye shall give the fifth part unto Pharaoh, and four 
parts shall be your own, for seed of the field, and for your 
food, and for them of your households, and for food for 
your little ones. (v. 26) And they said, Thoi]L hast samd 
our lives : let us find grace in the sight of my lord, and we 
will be Pharaoh's servants, (v. 26) And Joseph made it 
a law over the land of Egypt unto this day, that Pharaoh 
should have the fifth part ; except the land of the priests 
only, which became not Pharaoh s." 

Israel in Goslieii.— (v. 27) " And Israel dwelt in the land 
of Egypt, in the country of Gk>shen ; and they had pos- 
sessions therein, and grew, and multiplied exceedingly, 
(v. 28) And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen 
years : so the whole age of Jacob was an hundred forty 
and seven years." 

Joseph's promise to his father.— (v. 29) *^ And the time 
drew nigh that Israel must die : and he called his son 
Joseph, and said unto him. If now I have found grace in 
thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand under my thigh, and 
deal kindly and truly with me ; bury me not, I pray thee, 
in Egypt : (v. 30) But I will lie with my fathers, and thou 
shsdt carry me out of Egypt, and bury me in their burying- 
place. And he said, I will do as thou hast said. (v. 31) 
And he said. Swear unto me. And he sware unto him. 
And Israel bowed himsdfupon the bed's head J' 

** Thy servants are shepherds,** v. 3. — See notes, xlvi. 34. 

" To sojourn/* v. 4. — Not to dwell for ever, but to 
sojourn for a time. It was therefore unjust afterwards to 
detain them by force ; Exod. ch. i.-xii. 

" The best of the land" v. 6.— The land of Goshen (now 
Sharkiya) is said to yield the largest revenue of any in 
Egypt. 

^^ Blessed Pharaoh,** v. 7.— Prayed for a blessing on 
him. 

" My pilgrimage,** v. 9. — Pharaoh speaks of life^ Ja.cA\i 
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auswera by describinur life as a pil^mage^ the eud of 
which is the city whi<£ hath foimdatioiis ; fielx xL 9, 13; 
1 Pet ii 11. 

^^Few and wH^ v. 9. — Few^ as compared with his 
fathers' years, Abniham and Isaac having bved looser lives; 
and evil^ because of the trouble which had b^aUen hink 
His principal trials were — (1) Esau's hatred ; (2) Laban's 
injustice ; (3) Dinah's dej^radation ; (4) The loss of 
Joseph ; (5) Simeon's imprisonment; (6) Benjamin's ab» 
sence in £gypt ; (7) The murder of the Shechemites ; 
(8) The death of Rachel ; (9) The crime of Beuben. 

^ The land of RameieSy*' v. 11. — It was so called after 
the Israelites had built the City of BamesM in it; but 
might not the Israelites have fortified and strengthened a 
city whose name was already Rameses I — /S^. Cam, 

'* Oive yowr eaJtHeT v. 16.— The cattle were but of little 
service to them, for there could be neither ploughing nor 
harvest for 5 years yet; ch. xlv. 6. This arrangement 
relieved the people from the burden of feeding the cattle^ 
which was thus thrown on Josepk See v. 23. 

** Removed them to cities^** v. 21. — There was nothing cruel 
or uniust in this. The com was stored in certain eities, 
and the people were all brought into the cities for the more 
convenient distribution of the com. 

'* The land of the priests," v. 22.-~Historian8 {Herodotus^ 
B. 11. y ch. xiz, and others) speak of the land of Egypt as 
being in the king's possession; and the monuments as wdl 
as historians attest that the lands of the priests were not 
transferred to Pharaoh. Genesis describes hxm this trans- 
fer of land took place. 

** 8aid unto thepeopile^ v. 23. — ^We here learn that the 
land (and probably the cattle also) was restored to the 
former owners, who were themselves treated aa free men. 
Compare v. 19 and 24 ; one-fifth of the produce only being 
claimed for the purpose of maintaining the revenues CKf the 
state. 

** Saved our lives** v. 25. — Joseph's measures, therefore, 
were regarded by the people as benevolent and beneficiaL 

" Carry me out of Egypty* v. 30. — His faith was strong 
that they should yet occupy Canaan ; ch. xv. 15. 

" Bowed himself vpon the bed's head,** v. 31. — That is, 
looking towards the head of the bed ; but from Heb. xi. 21, 
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it is clear that the Masorets were in error in pointing the 
word Hammittah — the bed, instead of Hamatteh = the 
staff. The four Hebrew letters are the same for both 
words, and the inspired Greek of St. Paul <Heb. xi. 21) 
shows that " Staff'* is the true reading-^4eaning on the top 
ofhUitaf; oh. xxxii. 10. 

CHAPTER XLVIIL 

JaooVs IdBt illness. Joseph visits him with 
his two sons. Jaoob blesses his sons, and 
foretells their return to Canaan. 

Jacob's last Ulness.— (t. 1) '< And it came to pass after 
these tbinffs, that one told Joseph, Behold, thy father is 
sick : and ne took with him his two sons, Manasseh and 
Ephraim.'' 

Josepb Tlslts blm.— -(v. 2) ''And one told Jacob, and 
said, Behold, th^ son Joseph cometh unto thee : and Israel 
strengthened himself, and sat upon the bed. (v. 3) And 
Jacob said unto Joseph, Ood Amdahty appeared unto me 
at Luz in the land of Canaan, and olessea me, (t. 4) And 
said unto me, Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and mul- 
tiply thee, and I will make of thee a multitude of people ; 
and will give this land to thy seed after thee for an ever- 
lasting possession." 

Jacob adopts Ids sons. —(v. 6) '* And now thy two sons, 
Ephraim and Manasseh, which were born unto thee in the 
land of E^pt before I came unto thee into Egypt, are 
mine ; as Beuben and Simeon, they shall be mine, (v. 6) 
And thy issue, which thou begettest after them, shall be 
thine, and shall be called after the name of their brethren 
in their inheritance." 

Baohel's death referred to.— (lr. 7) ^ And as for me, when 
I came from Padan, Jiaohel died by me in the land of 
Canaan in the way, when yet there was but a little way 
to come unto Ephrath : and I buried her there in the way 
of Ephrath ; the same is Beth-lehem.'' 

He blesses Joseph's sons.— (v. 8) "And Israel beheld 
Joseph's sons, and said, Who ai*e these? (v. 9) And 
Joseph said unto his father, They axe m^ aoii^^ Vv\a\si.^^^ 
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hath given me in this place. And he said, Bring 
I pray thee, unto me, and 1 wiU bless them, (v. 10) 
the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he coui 
see. And he brought them near unto him ; and he 
them, and embraced them. (v. 11) And Israel said 
Joseph, I had not thought to see thy face : and, Ic 
hath shewed me also thy seed. (y. 12) And Joseph br 
them out from between his knees ^ and he bowed h 
with his face to the earth, (v. 13) And Joseph took 
both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Isiael's left 
and Mamasseh in his left hand toward IsraeFu ri^ht 
and brought them near unto him. (v. 14) And 
stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon Ephi 
head, who was the younger, and his left hand upoi 
nasseh's head, guiding his hands wittingly ; for Mai 
was the firstborn, (v. 16) And he blessed Josepli 
said, God, before whom my fathers Abraham and 
did walk, the Grod which fed me all my life long unt 
<la.y, (▼. 16) The Angd which redeemed me from al] 
Uess the lads ; and let my name be named on then 
the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac ; and let 
grow into a mvltitvde in the midst of the earth. ( 
And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right 
upon the head of Ephraim, it displeased him : and h( 
up his father's hand, to remove it from Ephraim's 
unto Manasseh's head. (y. 18) And Joseph said un 
father, Not so, my father : for this is the firstborn 
thy right hand upon his head. (y. 19) And his i 
refused, and said, I know it, my son, I know it : h( 
shall become a people, and he also shall be great : but 
his younger brother shall be greater than Ae, and hi 
shall become a multitude of nations, (v. 20) And he b 
them that day, saying, In thee shall Israel bless, h 
God make thee as Ephraim and as Manasseh : and '. 
Ephraim before Manasseh.'^ 

He foretells their return to Canaan.~(y. 21) '^ And 
said unto Joseph, Behold, I die : but God shall be 
you, and bring you again unto the land of your fa 
(v. 22) Moreover I have given to thee one portion 
thy brethren which 1 took out of the hand oi the Ai 
with my sword and with my bow." 
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. ** One told Joseph,'* v. 1. — Probably a messenger from 
Jacob's house. 

** Ood Almighty f^ v. 3 = El SliaddaL See ch. xviL 1. 

**At LuZy* V. 3.— Bethel ; ch. xxviil 13, 19, and xxxv. 
6, 9, &c. 

^^Make thee fruitful^ v, 4. — These words were spoken 
first by Isaac, when he sent Jacob away ; ch. xxviii. 3. 
We learn now that they were spoken also by the Lord to 
Jacob in his dream (v. 12) though this fact is not there 
r«corded. Jacob here repeats the temM of the Ooyenant — 
ch. xxviii. 13-15, xxxv. 12— (1) Fruitfulnese ; (2) Th$ 
promise of the Land, 

^^Everlasting,'* v. 4.— (1) The land is the Lord's ; and (2) 
it is a shadow of an Eternal possession ; 1 Pet. L 4, 6. 

" Thev shall be mirusj" v. 6. — My sons, and therefore 
heads of tribes* Accordingly, Ephraim and Manasseh were 
two of the twelve tribes of Israel, although only grand- 
sons, not sons of Jacob. 

*' Shall be thine" v. 6. — Shall not be heads of tribes, but 
be numbered as of the tribes of Ephraim or Manasseh. 
No other children of Joseph, however, are mentioned. 

** Jtachd died bi/ me" v. 7. — See xxxv. 9, 16, 19. 

** / iffUl bless them/* v. 9. — St. Paul selects the blessing 
of Joseph's sons as the chief, because the most comprehen- 
sive instance of Jacob's faith. See Heb. xi. 21. — Br. J. S F. 

** From between his knees,** v. 12. — Jacob's knees, where 
they seem to have been drawn at first, v. 9, 10. 

" Which fed me" v. 15. — Shepherded, same word as in 
Psa. xxiiL 1, xxviii. 9 ; John x. 11. — Edersheim^ p. 179. 

'* The Angel which redeemed me," v. 16. — With special 
reference to the wrestling at Jabbok ; ch. xxxii. 24-30 ; 
£xod. xxiii. 20, 21 ; xxxiii. 14, 16 ; Mai. iii. 1. 

^^ Bless the lads" y, 16. — The verb ** bless** is singular, 
and yet has three subjects : " Ood" — "TAe Ood whMfed 
me," V. 16 — " The Anad which redeemed me" v. 16. Mani- 
festly because these tnree are one; Numb. vi. 23-27 ; John 
X 29, 30. 

" Orow into a mtdtiittde" v. 16. — *^ As fishes do increase,*' 
margin. (Qy) — unnoticed by the world, yet in their disper- 
sion increasing so as to be when they come forth "a 
mighty ncUionr 

** Oreater than he/* v. 19.— The youngw bto\3ast ^^Jcx^os^ 
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became eo mneh greater tban Manasseh, that Ids tribe 
often is put for all the tribes of Israel ; Nnmb. L 32-35 ; 
Isai. vii. 2; Jer. viL 15; Ezek. xxxviL 16; Hoe. t. 12, 
ix. 3. In more than one instance the yoonger was pre- 
ferred to the elder — (1) Abel ; (2) Abram ; (3) Isaac ; 
(4) Jacob; (5) Joseph; (6) Ephraim; (7) Moses; (8) Dayid. 

'* One portion** t. 22. — ^hechem is a portion, and Shedhem 
was the name of the place given to Joseph by Jaoob; di. 
xxxiiL 18, 19; John vr, 5. 

" Which 1 took" T. 22. — By conquest. Jacob's property 
at Shechem may have been taken by the Amontes, and 
recovered by Jacob subsequently ; but as no mention is 
made of this in scriptare, others think that the past tense 
is used prophetically for the future=which his descendants 
are destined to take out of the hand of the Amorites ; Josh, 
xvii. 14-18, xxiv. 1 and 32 : Psa. cviiL 7, 9. 

CHAPTER XLIX. 

Jacob's patriarohal blessing on his sons. He 
charges them as to his burial in Oanaan. 
His death. 

Jacob gathers bis sons. — (v. 1) "And Jacob called unto 
his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, that I may 
tell you that which shall befall you in the last days. (v. 2) 
Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye sons of Jaach; 
and hearken unto Israel your father.^ 

Reuben condemned. — (v. 3) *' Eeuben, thou art my first- 
horn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the 
excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power : (v. 4) 
Utistable as water, thou shalt not excd ; oecause thon 
wentest up to thy father's bed ; then defiledst thou it : 
he went up to my couch." 

Simeon and Levi condemned.-~(v. 5} '^ Simeon and Levi 
are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habitations, 
(v. 6) O my soul, come not thou into their secret ; unto their 
assembly, mine honour, be not thou united : for in their 
anger they dew a man, and in their self will they digged 
down a watt, (v. 7) Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce ; 
and their wrath, for it was cruel : I will divide them in 
Jacob, and soaitter them in Israel.'' 
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Jndali'8 bl6iBinff.^(y. 8) " Judah, thou art oe whom thy 
brethren shall praise : thy haud shall be in the neck of thine 
enemies ; thy father's children shall how down before thee. 
(▼. 9) Judah is a lion's whelp : from the prey, my son, thou 
art gone up : he stooped down, he ooucned as a lion, and 
as an old lion ; who shall rouse him up ? (▼. 10) The sceptre 
shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between 
his feet, until ShUoh come ; and unto him shall the gathering 
tyf the people be. (v. 11) Binding his foal unto the vine, and 
his asss colt unto the choice vine ; he washed his garments 
in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes : (v. 12) His 
eyes shall be red vnth wine, and his teeth white with milk** 

Zebulun's dwelling. — (v. 13) ^'Zebulun shaU dwell at the 
haven of the sea ; and he shall be for an haven of ships ; 
and his border shall be unto Zidon." 

iBsachar's submission.— (v. 14) " Issachar is a strong ass 
couching down between two burdens : (v. 15) And he saw 
that res^ was good, and the land that it was pleasant ; and 
bowed his shoulder to bear, and became a servant unto 
tribute." 

Dan's diaraoter. — (v. 16) "Dan shaH judge his people, as 
one of the tribes of Israel, (v. 17) Dan shall be a serpent 
by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse 
heels, so that his rider shall fall backward." 

Jehovah's salvation. — (v. 18) ''I have waited for thy 
salvation^ O Lord." 

Gad's successes. — (v. 19) "Gad, a troop shall overcome 
him : but he shall overcome at the last,*' 

Asber's bleselng. — (v. 20) '' Out of Asher his bread shall 
be fat, and he shall yield royal dainties." 

Naphtali's goodly words.— (v. 21^ " Naphtali is a hind 
let loose : he giveth goodly words." 

Joseph's blessing.— (v. 22) " Joseph is a fruitful bough, 
even a fruitful bough by a well ; whose branches run over 
the wall : (v. 23) The archers have sorely grieved him, and 
shot at him, and hated him : (v. 24) But bis bow abode in 
strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by 
the hands of the mighty God of Jacob ; {from thence is the 
shepherd, the stone of Israel :) (v. 26) Even by the God of 
thy father, who shall help thee ; and by the Almighty, who 
shiul bless thee with blessings of heaven above, blessings of 
the deep that lieth under, blessings of th« \^T«ds^^«sA ^V 
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the womb : (v. 26) The blessings of thy father have pre- 
vailed above the blessings of mv progenitoi-s unto the 
utmost bound of the everlasting hills : they shall be on 
the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him 
that was separate from his brethren/* 

Benjamln'8 fatnre. — (v. 27) " Benjamin shall ravin a* a 
wolf ; in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at 
night he shall divide the spoil." 

Jacob's last blessing. — (v. 28) "All these are the twelve 
tribes of Israel : and this is it that their father spake unto 
them, and blessed them ; every one according to his bless- 
ing he blessed them.^ 

Jacob's obazge as to bis bnrlaL — (v. 29) "And he charged 
them, and said unto them, I am to be gathered unto my 
people : bury me with my fathers in the cave that is in 
the field of Ephron the Hittite, (v. 30) In the cave that is 
in the field of Machpdahy which is before Mamre, in the 
land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the field of 
Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a buryingplaoe. 
(v. 31) There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; 
there they buried Isaac and Eebekah his wife ; and there 
I buried Leah. (v. 32) The purchase of the field and of 
the cave that is therein was from the children of Heth." 

His death.— (v. 33) " And when Jacob had made an end 
of commanding his sons, he gathered up his feet into the 
bed, and yielded up the ghost, and was gathered unto his 
people." 

"ilnc? Jacob , . . said" v. 1. — ^This is the last of the 
patriarctud blessings. Their principal purpose was to dis- 
tinguish the heir of the promise — viz., /sooc, from Ishmael; 
Jacoby from Esau, ch. xxviL 27 ; xxviii. 3, 4 ; but as all 
JacoUs sons were included in Israel, and, therefore, heirs 
of promise (v. 28), there was no need of further dis- 
tinction. — Kurtz, This is at once ^ the consummation of 
Patriarchal history, and the bond of union which connects 
Genesis onward with the Exodus and with the Gospel" — 
W(yrdsworth, 

" In the last days" v. 1. — The future generally in the 
Pentateuch (Deut. iv. 30), but applied to the gospel dispen- 
sation by St. Paul, Heb. i. 2 ; and by St. Peter, 2 Pet. iil 
3; 1 Pet. L 20. 
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"J7ear, i/e sons of Jacob" v. 2. — No blessing is pro- 
nounced until the fourth son is reached, Judah, the 
ancestor of Jesus ; v. 3, 10. 

** Jfy first-bom/' v. 3. — ^The first-bom was the eldest son 
on the fathers side — *Hhe beginning of hie strenath'* 
Reuben forfeited his birthright (y, 4), and its Drivileges 
(Deut. xxi. 17) were distributed as follows : (1) the doMe 
portion to Joseph, 1 Chron. v. 1 ; (2) the priesthood to 
Levi, Numb. iii. 41 ; (3) the hingly power or headship to 
Judah, y. 8 and ch. xxvii. 29. 

" UnstoMe as water/' v. 4. --Lit., ** boiling over like water" 
in licentiousness and passions. 

" Not excel/* v. 4 — None of this tribe ever became judge, 
prophet, or leader. On one occasion only was any attempt 
maue to recover this forfeited birthrignt, but unsuccess- 
fully, Numb. xvi. It was the first tri^ carried into cap- 
tivity, 1 6hr6n. v. 26. 

" Brethren" v. 5.— Not by birth only, as sons of Leah, 
but by dispositions also. 

" Their habitations" v. 6. — Better, as in margin, " their 
swords" omitting the italics " are in." 

*^Into their secret/* v. 6. — ^* Secret" a divan, or conclave 
of evil persons. 

*^Slew a man" y, 6. — **A man"— men; ish being used 
here collectively. 

" Digged down a wall" y. 6. — A defence, used metaphori- 
cally for princes^ whether the word be rendered wall or ox, 
as in margin ; Ezek. xxxix. 18 ; Isai. xiv. 9 ; Ps. xxii. 12 ; 
Ixviii. 30. See. ch. xxxiv. 26, 26. 

** Divide . . . scaUer," v. 7.— Exactly fulfilled. (1) Simeon, 
when numbered the second time by Moses, had become 
the weakest of all the tribes (Numb. xxvi. 14), while it is 
entirely passed over when Moses blessed the tribes (Deut. 
xxxiii.) The Simeonites had, some of them, territory 
within the tribe of Judah ; others, outside the boundaries 
of the land, in the Negeb^ or Shephela — the south country, 
— 1 Chron. iv. 38, 43. (2) Levi. This tribe had no inheri- 
tance ; Lev. XXV. 32-34 ; Numb. xxxv. 2 ; Josh. xiv. 4 ; 
xxi. 1-40. The zeal of Levi against idolatry (Exod. xxzii. 
26-29; Deut. x. 8, 9) was the means of converting the 
curse into a blessing, for they were AonotAred loitKitKA •frnAxX- 
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hood. In Jacob's address there is no intimatioii of this 
blessing. 

^ Shall praise," v. 8. — The reference here is to the mean- 
ing of the name. Jndah = (praise, ch. xxix. 35. Judah 
was more noble than any of the elder sons of Jacob ; see 
cb. zxxviL 22, 26 ; x\iv. 18-34 He therefore obtain^ in 
part, the birthright, v. 3w 

*' The neck of thine enemieg," ▼. a— Fnlfilled in the 
triumphs of Dayid and Solomon. See also Psa. IxxiL and 
ex.; 1 Cor. xv. 25. 

" B(yw down before thee," r, 8. — ^Fulfilled when all Israel 
recognised David as king, 2 Sam. v. 1-6; and, finally, 
Phil, ii. 6-9 ; Rom. viiL 29. 

^ Thou art gone up," v, 9.— Gk>nenp from the prey; 
Col. iu 14, tb ; Eph. iv. 8. 

**A8 a lion," v. 9.— Judah's standard was a lion; Rer. 
V. 5 ; Numb. xxiv. 9. 

" The sceptre," v, 10. — Or tribeship. In the latter case ful- 
filled after our Lord's birth; for Judah existed as a tribe 
nationally until tbe time of Herod the Great, or more 
correctly, till the reign of Archelaus. Tbe sceptre has 
departed, therefore Shlloh has come ; Gal. iv. 4. 

" Shiloh" V. 10. — All ancient interpreters, Jewish as well 
as Christian, explain this word of the Hessiali. The Tar- 
gum of Onkeloa, the Jerusalem Targum, the Babylonish 
Talmud, the Seventy Translators of the Old Testament 
(Ixx.), even many modern Jews, and all ancient Christian 
Interpreters, agree in referring it to Christ. Ancient 
Versions and Interpreters differed as to tbe grammatical 
analysis of the word Shiloh, but all were of one mind that 
the coming of Christ was referred to. Like Solomon, the 
word is derived from Shafah, to be peaceful ; Isai. ix. 6 ; 
Mic V. 5 (see v. 2-4) ; Zech. ix. 10 ; Eph. ii. 14 ; CoL I 
20.— Bp. Wordsworth, 

" The gathering of the people," v. 10.— Matt xxviiL 18, 
19 ; John x. 16, xi. 62 ; Eph. i. 10. 

*^The choice vine," v. 11.— (1) In reference to the fniitful- 
neas of the land, "a land of vineyards" (2) To the true 
vine ; John xv. 1 ; Psa. Ixxx. 3, 14. 

" His ass's coH," v. 11.— Zechariah (ch. ix. 9, 10) seems 
to refer to this prophecy : (1) in v. 9 — *^ riding on cm ass, 
even upon a co% the foal of an ass;" (2) in v. 10— 
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speaking "peace to the heathen" — *^ Bindtna hie focd unto 
the vvnet** (or cburchX being thus explained by many. 

" Wofhed his garmerUe in wine" v. 11. — See Isai. Ixiii. 
1-3, where he is seen treading the wine-press alone, and 
empurpling his garments with his own blood. — <S^. Com, 

^^ Bed With wine" y. 12. — Bright and sparkling, as mea 
full of joy ; Acts iL 13 ; 2 Cor. v. 13 ; Heb. t. 14 ; 1 Cor. 
ill 2 ; Phil. iv. 4. 

" White with mUk" v. 12. — In reference (1) to the land 
of promise, ** flowing with milk and honey/' (2) to the 
Gospel blessings ; Isai. iv. 1, 2. 

^^Zebtdun shall dwell" v. 13.— The word means to dtpeU^ 
see Y. 8. This tribe stretched from the Sea of Qalilee to 
Mt, Carmel, close under Tyre and Sidon. 

" Two burdens" t. 14. — Or two pern = sheepfoldsy indi- 
cating all agricultural people, who, possessed of rich 
territory (v. 15), preferred to submit to oppression and 
pay tribute, to war. 

*^ Dan shall judge" y. 16.^* Again the name is translated 
(y. 8 and 13). Samson,, of ^is tribe, judged Israel ; 
Judges zy. 20. 

" A serpent hy the way" ▼. 17. — The serpent constantly 
used as an emblem of Satan % Gen. iii 15; Bey. xiL 9-1 U 
The adder, a small horned snake, about 14 inches long, 
poisonous and dangerous. The words seem to imply 
either that this tril^ is to be distinguished for subtlety 
and cunning, or that Satan is to manifest himself in some 
special way through it Idolatry seems to haye appeared 
flrst in this tribe ; Judg. xviii. 1-31. Perhaps tor this 
reason it is omitted in the numbering of the tribes in Bey. 
vii See ch. xxii. 15. 

" Thy salvation" v, 18. — Many ancient interpreters ex- 
plained the words of y. 17, of Antichrist : the final mani- 
festation of the Old Serpent. It is remarkable that i^ter 
speaking of the Serpent, y. 16 and 17, Jacob interrupts his 
prediction by an expression of trust that His salvation shall 
come notwithstanding Satan's devices. 

** Overcome ai the last" v. 19. — Gad means troop, or good 
fortune. In the former case the fulfllment is foimd in 
frequent invasions by Arab tribes ; see Deut xxxiii. 20 ; 
1 Chron. v. 18 ; xii 8. Jephthah was of this tribe ; Judg. 
X)., xii. 
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" Out of Asher,^ v. 20. —In the words " his bread shaU he 
fat,'* the fertility of his territory is referred to, extending 
from Mount Carmel along the coast of Sidon close to 
Mount Lebanon.— iS)D. Com, See also Deut zxxiiL 24^ 
*^ blessed with children ;" and compare Matt. y. 2-12, and 
John xi. 51-52. 

" A hind let loose,'' v. 21.— The hind is swift—" let loose.'' 
The word is also rendered "sent,'" and as NaphtUi — ("my 
wresllirvg" see chap. xxx. 8, and xxxiL 24)— occupied the 
country afterwards known as Galilee, where Christ and 
his apostles (the sent ones) laboured (Acts iL 7), many 
think there is reference in this prophecy (taken with Dent 
xxxiii. 23), to the Gospel message ; IsaL Hi 7 ; Bom. x. 15. 
Barak was of this tribe ; Judg. iv, 

" Branches," v. 22. — Lit., daughters, fulfilled in the pros- 
perity of the tribe of Ephraim (Dent xxxiii 18-17), and 
the house of Joseph generally. 

" The archers," v. 23. — Either those who troubled him in 
his early life (ch. xxxvii. and xxxix.), or in reference to 
" the future wars of his tribes, and the strength which 
they received " from the Lord, v. 24. — Sp, Com, 

" From thence," v. 24. — From " the mighty Ood of Jcuxh." 
Joseph was only a type of the Grood Shepherd, who was 
" the Rock of Israd^* 1 Cor. x. 4, and who Came from "<A« 
mighty God of Jacob;" John i. 1 ; Gal. iv, 4. 

** Of thy father," v. 26.— The blessings imparted by 
Jacob (Joseph's father) are n-eater than any previously 
pronounced — viz., than Abraham's or Isaac's, — and tibey 
shall last /or ever; ch. xlviii. 4, note. 

" Separate from his brethren," v. 26. — Separated (1) by 
his captivity ; (2) by his exaltation. This word separate 
is applied to Nazarites, Numb. vi. 2. 

^^ Ravin as a wolf" v. 27. — Fulfilled in the warlike 
character of the tnbe; Judg. v. 14; xx. 16. Ehud 
(Judg. iii.) and Savl (1 Sam. x.) were of this tribe. Some 
of the fathers refer these words also to Saul of Tarsus 
(Acts viii. 1 ; Phil. iii. 5), who at first persecuted the 
Church, and afterwards divided the spoil; GaL i. 23 ; IsaL 
liii. 11, 1%—Sp, Com. 

" Machpelah," v. 30. — Bp. Wordsworth remarks that the 
first letters of all who were at this time buried there are 
contained in the word Israel; viz. Isaac, Sarah, Bebekab, 
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Abraham, Leah ; Heb. xi. 13. The word may serve as a 
mnemonto term. 

" Wcu gathered unto hispeopUf" v. 33. — This must refer 
to the world of spirits, for he was buried (ch. L) after he 
was gathered; Heo. xii. 22-24. 

CHAPTER L. 

The Moarning for Jaoob. He is baried at 
Maohpelah. Fear of Joseph's brethren. 
They are oomforted by Joseph. Age and 
death of Joseph. 

Motunlxig for Jaoob. — (v. 1) << And Joseph fell upon his 
father's face, and wept upon him, and kissed him. (v. 2) 
And Joseph commanded his servants the phi/nciane to em- 
balm his father : and the physicians embalmed Israel.'' 

Joseph's request. — (v. 3) " And forty days were fulfilled 
for him ; for so are fulfilled the days of those which are 
embalmed : and the Egyptians mourned for him threescore 
and ten days, (v. 4) And when the days of his mourning 
were past, Joseph spake wnJto the hotise of Fharaoh, saying, 
If now I have found grace in your eyes, speak, I pray you, 
in the ears of Pharaoh, saying, (v. 5) My father made 
me swear, saying, Lo, I die : in my grave which I have 
digged for me in the land of Canaan, there shalt thou bury 
me. Now therefore let me go up, I pray thee, and bury 
my father, and I will come again. ' 

PHaraoh's assent given.— (v. 6) " And Pharaoh said, Go 
up, and bury thy father, according as he made thee swear." 

The funeral procession. — (v. 7) ** And Joseph went up to 
bury his father : and with him went up all the servants of 
Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the elders of the 
land of Egypt, (v. 8) And all the house of Joseph, and 
his brethren, and his father's house : only their little ones, 
and their flocks, and their herds, they left in the land of 
Goshen, (v. 9) And there went up with him both chariots 
and horsemen : and it was a very great company." 

The mourning at Atad.— (v. 10) " And they came to the 
threshiugfloor of Atad, which is beyond JordHaUt and there 
they mourned with a great and very sore lamftwtA^x^'s^*, 




TIM mmal wX WirtiyiUh — (▼. 12) ''And his sc 
onto him aooording as he oommanded them : (v. 1 
ku mnu carried him into the land of Canaan, and 
him in the cave of the field of Machpelah, which A1 
bought with the field for a pofumnnion of a bmyihgi 
Ephron the Hittite, before Mamre.'^ 

Thaj retam to E^ypt.— (▼. 14) '' And Joseph re 
into EgTpt^ he, and his brethren, and all that w 
with him to buy his father^ after he had ban 
father* 

Fean off Ida bretlveB.— (▼. 15) ''And when J 
brethren saw that their father was dead, they said, • 
will peradventure hate as, and will certainly reqi 
all the evil which we did anto hink (v. 16) An* 
sent a mesaengier anto Joeepl^ saying. Thy fath 
command before he died, sayine; (v. 17) So shall 
anto Joseph, Forgive, I pray vbee now, the tree] 
thy breUiren, and their sin ; for they did anto the 
and now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the sc 
of the God of thy father. And Joseph wept whe 
spake onto him. (v. 18) And his brethren also we 
fell down before his face ; and they said, Beholdy 
thy servants." 

Joseph oomforts them.— (v. 19) " And Joseph sai( 
them, Fear not : for am I in the place of God 1 

JBat as for TOU. va thmicrhf. Avil ncr&inaf: ma • Kr 
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said UDto bis brethren, I die : and God will surely visit 
Tou, and bring you out of this land unto the land which 
he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob." 

ae binds them by an oath.— (v. 25) **And Joseph took 
an oath of the children of Israel, saying, Gk)d will surely 
visit you, and ye shall carry up my bones from hence." 

His death.^lv. 26) ** So Joseph died, being an hundred 
and ten years old : and they embalmed him, and he was 
put in a coffin in Egypt." 

*^ Physiciana/* v. 2. — There was a special class of persons 
employed as embalmers, but as Jacob was not an Egyptian, 
and could not be subjected to the ordinary treatment, the 
physicians were ordered to embalm him. — Sp, Com, 

" Threescore and ten days,** v. 3. — Incluaing most pro- 
bably the 40 days of embalming. — Sp, Com, 

" Unto the house of Pharaoh** v. 4. — He did not go to 
Pharaoh, but to members of his household, for Joseph was 
now mourning for his father, and his hair and beard being 
allowed to grow, he could not have gone into the king^s 
presence ; see ch. xli. 14. 

" With him went up,** v. 7. — ^The Eg3rptian monuments 
confirm this. They contain representations of large funeral 
processions. 

** Beyond Jordany**y, 10. — Therefore on the west of Jordan, 
for Moses never crossed to the west; hence in his writings 
** beyond Jordan" must mean on the west of the river. 
Jerome says Atad was known afterwards as Bethhoglah. 

*^Bis sons carried him,** v. 13. — The Egyptians waited at 
Abelmizraim while the children of Jacob carried him to 
Machpelah. 

** Ye shall carry up my bones,** v. 26.--Their children did 
it many years afterwaros ; see Qen. xvii. 4 and 7 ; and for 
fulfilment, Josh. xziv. 32. 



APPENDIX A. 

H^BISTOLOGY OF THE BOOK OF GENESia 
Typei. 

( Bom. ▼. 14 ; (marffi 
Adam, ch. L 26, 27 ; M Cor. xr. 22 ; 

(Ck)L ii 19; Eph. iv. : 

Voab, ch. ▼. 29 ; ( Matt xL 28 ; 

viL 1. ( IsaL zliL 21 ; Jer. xxiii < 

MftlcJilwklftlg, ch. zIt. ; Isai. zxxii 1, 2 ; Ix. 21. 

Isaacs ch. zziL ; Heb. zi 19. 

Joseph, ch. xxxviL-xliL ; PbiL ii 6-9. 

The Ladder, ch. xxviii 12, 13 ; John i 51 ; xIt. 6. 

The Tree of Life, ch. ii. 9; iiL 24; JEtev. ii 7; zxil 2^ 

Predictions of Messiah. 

The Seed of the Womao, ch. iil 15; \ ^^*^ ^.T* ^"V, 

' ( iSev. xiL 9, 11 

The Blessing of Shem, ch. ix. 26; John i. 14; Eev. xxi 

The Seed of Abraham, ch. xii 2 ; GaL iii. 16-29. 

The coming of Shiloh, ch. xlix. 10; GaL iv. 4. 

Sacrifice. 

Abel's sin-offering, ch. iv. 4 ; Heb. xL 4 ; xii 24. 
Noah's offering, ch. viii. 20, 21 ; 2 Cor. v. 21. 
Abraham's covenant, ch. xv. ; Heb. is. 13, 14. 

Appearances of Jesus before his birth (Theophanies). 
To Abram, ch. xii. 7. 
To Hagar, ch. xvi. 13, 14. 
To Abraham, ch. xvii. 1 ; xviii. 22 ; xxii. 
To Isaac, ch. xxvi. 2, 24. 
To Jacob, xxxii. 24-32 ; Hos. xii. 4. 5. 
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APPENDIX B. 



THE SABBATHS OF THE PA1»IAB0H8. 

The following references to the Sabbath are found in 
the Book of Qenesis : — 

(1) The oustoxn of reckoning hy sevens, 

ch. vii. 4, " For yet seven days^^ v. 1 and 4. 

„ „ 10, " After seven days," 

„ viii. 4, " In the seventh montL** 

„ „ 10, " Yet other seven days.** 

„ „ 12, " Tet other seven days,** 
„ xxix. 27, " FttlJU her week.** 

„ 1. 3, " Mourned for him 70 days,** (7 X 10). 

„ „ 10, ** A mouminff for his father seveti days.** 

(2) Direct proof of a Primeval Sabbath, 

ch. ii. 2.— God's work ended on the seventh day. 
„ „ 2. — God rested on the seventh day. 
„ „ 3.— God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified 
it (set it apart). 
(In Hebrews, ch. iv. 9, St. Paul renders this rest by 
the word Sabbatism), 

(3) Connection of these earlier intimations with the institu- 

tion of the Sabbath in Exod. xx. 
The Sabbath day was instituted by Moses (Deut. 
V.) in commemoration of the departure from Egypt, 
It is hence inferred that Moses adopted it from 
Egypt ; but in Exod xx. the Sabbath is enjoined 
in cmnmemoration of Creation {implied in St. 
Paul's words, Heb. iv. 4-9); and therefore the 
inference fairly deduced from these facts, and 
from the foregoing intimations of a division of 
time by sevens, that the Sabbath of the Law, 
and its Sabbatical days, are all founded on the 
Divine institution of the Sabba.l\ibXi\Xi^Q.x«^vi\i, 
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APPENDIX C. 



THE CHEBUBIM. 

Notices of the Chenibim are as follows — 

(1) Two on the Mercy-seat in the Tabernacle; Exod. xxy. 17. 

(2) Two of olive wood in the Temple ; 1 Bus. vL 23. 

(3) Four in Ezekiel's Vision ; Ezek. i. 10. 

(4) Four in St. John's Vision ; Rev. iv. 6, 7. 

(5) The Cherubim of the Tabernacle were made " of the 

matter of the Mercy-eeat" i.e,, partakers of Christ; 
Heb. iii. 14 ; Exod. xxv. 18, 19. 

(6) The Cherubim of Ezekiel had all of them four faces— 

Od?, Liorif Eagle^ Man ; Ezek. i. 10. 

(7) The Cherubim of Kev. iv. have some of them one of 

these, some others, but none have all four faces; 
Rev. iv. 6, 7. 

(8) The word Cherub is derived from the Syriac cerub = 

strong ; or from cerab = to plough. 

(9) By some they are regarded as Emblems of the Trinity; 

by others of Angels ; but generally they are held to 
be descriptive of the Redeemed, inasmuch as 

1. The faces are expressive of patience (the Ox); 
of boldness (the Liori); of soaring love {the Eagle); 
of intelligence {fhe Man), 

2. They describe themselves as the redeemed. See 
Rev. V. 9-10, compared with ch. iv. 7, 8, and 
Ezek. X. 20-22, Beasts — lit.^ living creatures. 

(10) Gren. iii 24. The flaming sword here (as the fire in 
Ezek. i. 4) is symbolical of Deity, the Cherubim of 
the redeemed. Both combined, symbolize the Incar- 
nation of the Son of God, or as St Paul words it, 
Ood in Christ, 2 Cor v. 19; John i 14 — ^keeping *^ ihe 
way of the Tree of lAftP 
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APPENDIX D. 



CHBONOLOQT OF THE HEBREW AND 

LZX. TEXTS. 

The Hebrew text differs from that of the Septnagint 
(Ixx.) by several hundred years. The interval between 
the Creation and the Flood, according to the Hebrew text, 
being 1656 years, but according to the Ixx., 2262. 

It will be seen, from the following table, that the cause 
of this difference is to be found in the fact that in the Ixx. 
the Patriarchs are (with three exceptions) 100 years older 
at the birth of the eldest son than in the Hebrew text. 
Thus, according to the Heb., Adam was 130 years old 
when Seth was born, but according to the Ixx. he was 
230 ; and as, for chronological purposes, the life of each 
Patriarch is of value only until his eldest son is born, the 
difference arising hence will be found to be over 600 years. 





HEBREW 


• 






LXX. 






Before 
birth of 


Best 

of 

Life. 


Whole 


Before 
birth of 


Best 

of 

Life. 


Whole 




eldest 
son. 


Life. 


eldest 
son. 


Life. 


Adam - 


- 130 


800 


930 


230 


700 


930 


Seth - 


- 105 


807 


912 


205 


707 


912 


Enos - 


- 90 


815 


905 


190 


715 


905 


Cainan - 


- 70 


840 


910 


170 


740 


910 


Mahalaleel 


- 65 


830 


895 


165 


730 


895 


Jared - 


- 162 


800 


962 


162 


800 


962 


Enoch - 


- 65 


300 


365 


165 


200 


365 


Methuselah 


- 187 


782 


969 


187 


782 


969 


Lamech 


- 182 


595 


777 


188 


565 


753 


Noah - 


- 500 






500 






Shem - 


- 100 






100 






{at the Flood.) 













1656 



2262 
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APPENDIX E. 






INDEX OF NAMES OF PERSONS AND PLACES LESS 




COMMONLY KNOWN. 








Page 






Page 


Abimelech - 


- 98 


Keturah 


- 


- 92 


Aram-Naharaim - 


- 88 


Kirjath 


- 


- 49 


Ararat 


- 32 


Machpelah - 


- 


- 83 


Aslitoreth Kamaim 


I - 51 


Mesopotamia 


- 


- 88 


Babel - 


- 43 


Mizraim 


- 


- 40 


Bethel 


- 46 


Mizpah 


- 


- 121 


Beersheba - 


- 76 


Moriah 


- 


- 79 


Deborah 


- 134 


Niiiirod 


- 


- 43 


Edom - - - 


- 94 


Padan-aram (106) 


. 94 


Eden - 


- 15 


Peleg - 


- 


- 4) 


El-paran 


- 51 


Perizzites - 


- 


- 48 


En-mishpat 


- 51 


Pharaoh 


- 


- 46 


Eraims 


- 51 


Phichol - 


- 


- 98 


Ephrath 


- 134 


Philistine - 


- 


- 40 


Esau - - - 


- 94 


Rachel 


- 


- Ill 


Hagar 


- 67 


Rebekah 


w 


- 89 


Hebron 


- 82 


Eephaim 


m 


- 51 


Horite 


- 51 


Shaveh Kiriathaim 


- 51 


Kadmonites 


- 56 
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UVMRPOOL : 

miHTtD BT eBORSB PHIUP 4KV tOI, 

CATTOV BniLDUCOft. 



PHILIPS' 

EDUCATIONAL CATALOGUE. 



Philips^ Comprehensive School Atlas 

Of Ancient and Modem Geography, comprising Thirty-seven 
Modem and Seven Ancient Maps, constructed from the latest 
and best authorities. The Maps carefully printed in colors. 
£dited by W. Hughes, F.R.G.S. Accompanied by a Con- 
sulting Index, carefully compiled. New and improved edition. 
Imperial 8vo., strongly half- bound, los. 6d. 



Philips Student's Atlas^ 

Comprising Thirty-eight authentic Maps of the Principal Countries 
of the World. The Maps carefully printed in colors. Edited 
by William Hughes, F.R.G.S. With a copious Consulting 
Index. Imperial 8vo., strongly bound in cloth, 7s. 6d. 



Philips* Select School Atlas^ 

Comprising Twenty-four authentic Maps of the Principal Countries 
of the World. The Maps carefully printed in colors. Edited 
by William Hughes, F.R.G.S. With a copious Consulting 
Index. Imperial 8vo., new and cheaper edition, strongly 
boimd in cloth, 5s. 

Philips Introductory School Atlas, 

Comprising Eighteen Maps of the Principal Countries of the World, 
clearly engraved, and carefully printed in colors. Edited by 
W. Hughes, F.R.G.S. Accompanied by a Consulting Index. 
New and cheaper edition. Imperial ovo., bound in cloth, 
31. 6d. 

Philips^ Young Student* s Atlas, 

Comprising Thirty -six Maps of the Principal Countries of the 
World, printed in colors. Edited by W. Hughes, F.R.G.S. 
Imperial 4 to., bound in cloth, 3s. 6d« 



GEORGE PHILIP AND SON, PUBLISHER 

Philips^ Atlas for Beginners^ 

Comprising Thirty-two Maps of the Principal Coimtri< 
Worid, constructed from the best authorities, and en 
the best style. New and enlarged edition, with a 
Consulting Index, on a new plan. Edited by W. 
F.R.G.S. The Maps beautifully printed in colors, 
quarto, strongly bound in doth, 2s. 6d. 

Thb fftvourita Atlas, which !■ in use in most of tb« Principal Schoi 
Britain and the Colonies, contains all the Maps that are required b 
CiaM of Learners, and may lie used conjointly with any Elemental 
OeograpbY. It is, however, more especially design^ as a Con 
iluglie^ "Elementary Class-Book of Modem Oeogrskphy,** erery iiam< 
in which worlc will be found in the Maps comprising this AUas. 

Philips* Handy Atlas of General Geog 

L Consulting Index. 
Crown 8vo., strong 



Containing Thirty-two Maps, with a Consulting Index, 
by William Hughes, F.R.G.S. " 



in doth, 2S. 6d. 



Philips* Young Scholar's Atlas. 

New and enlarged edition, containing Twenty-four Mapj 
in colors. Edited by W. Hughes, F.R.G.S. Imp 
bound in doth, 2i. 6d. 

Philip i First School Atlas. 

New and enlarged edition, containing Twenty-four 1^ 
colored. Crown quarto, bound in doth, is. 



Philips* Shilling Atlas, 

Containing TweWe Imperial quarto Maps of Modem Ge 
constructed from the most recent authorities, carefull 
in colors. Imperial 4to., in illustrated cover, is. 




Philips* Preparatory Atlas^ 

Containing Sixteen Maps, full colored. Crown quarto, 
cover, 6d. 

Philips Preparatory Outline AtL 

Sixteen Maps. Crown quarto, printed on fine cream-wo 
in neat cover, 6d. 
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Philips' Preparatory Atlas of Blank 

Projections. 

Sixteen Maps. Crown quarto, printed on fine cream-wove paper, 
in neat cover, 6d. 

Philips' Elementary Atlas for Young 

Learners, 

Sixteen Maps. Full colored. Small quarto, in neat cover, 6d. 



Philips' Elementary Outline Atlas. 

Sixteen Maps. Small quarto, printed on fine cream-wove paper, 
in neat cover, 6d. 



Philips' Initiatory Atlas for Young Learners^ 

Containing Twelve Maps, constructed from the best authorities. 
Imperial i6mo., neat cover, 3d. ; with the Maps colored, 6d. s 
cloth limp, 8d.; strongly bound in cloth, is. 



Philips' Atlas of Wales ^ 

Comprising Twelve Maps of the separate Counties. Drawn and 
engraved by John Bartholomew, F.R.G.S. Beautifully printed 
in colors. Crown 4to., neat cover, 6d. 

Philips' Atlas of the British Empire 
throughout the Worlds 

A Series of Sixteen Maps, with Explanatory and Statistical Notes, 
by John Bartholomew, F.R.G.S. New edition, corrected to 
date. Imperial 8vo., bound in cloth, 3s. 6d. 



Philips' School Atlas of Australia, 

Comprising Maps of the separate Colonies, including a General 
tffap of Australia, and Maps of New Zealand and Tasmania, 
constructed and engraved by John Bartholomew, F.R.G.S. 
The Maps carefully printed in colors. Crown quarto, bound 
In cloth, as. 




/ 



GEORGE PHILIP AND SON, PUBLISI 

Philips' School Atlas of New Z 

Comprising Eleven Maps, constructed by William Hug 
The Maps carefully printed in colors. Crown 
in doth, 2S. 

Hughes's Training School A. 

A Series of Maps illustrating the Physical Geography 
Divisions of the Globe. The Maps carefully prii 
New and enlarged edition. By William Hugh 
author of a ** Class-Book of Physical Geograpi 
Medium folio, cloth lettered, 15s. 

The Training-School Atlas is a work altogether distinct in ch 
of those previously described. It consists of a series of 1 
number) designed to illustrate, on a scale of large size, and ii 
and methodical manner, the leading features in the Physical ' 
of the World at lar^e ; 2ndly, of the Groat Divisions of the Glol 
Srdly, of the British Islands ; and lastly, of the Holy Land 
Divisions of the earth at the present time are embodied upon 
thus afforded^ but in such a manner as not to interfere wi 
distinct exposition. 



Philips' School Atlas of Physical G 

Comprising a Series of Maps and Diagrams illustratin 
Features, Climates, Various Productions, and < 
Phenomena of the Globe. Edited by W. Hug] 
Imperial 8vo., strongly bound in cloth, los. 6d. 

*»* This Atlas is intended as a companion volume to Hugh< 
of Physical Geography." 

Philips' Physical A tlas for Beg 

Comprising Twelve Maps, constructed by W. Hugh 
and adapted for use in Elementary Classes. T 
clearly engraved, and beautifully printed in colo: 
cheaper edition. Crown quarto, stiff cover 
lettered, is. 6d. 

«*4, Tliis Atlas is intended to accompany " Philips* Elementa 
Physical Geography.** 



Philips' School Atlas of Classical G 

A Series of Eighteen Maps, constructed by Wil 
F.R.G.S., and engraved in the first style of i 
Maps printed in colors. A carefully compile 
Index accompanies the work, in which is giver 
well as the ancient names of places. Medium < 
111 cloi\ 5s. 

6 
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Philipi Handy Classical Atlas^ 

A Series of Eighteen Maps, constructed by W. Hughes, F.R.G.S.} 
clearly and distinctly engraved, and beautifully printed in 
colors. Medium 8vo., cloth lettered, 2s. 6d. 

Philips^ School Atlas of Scripture Geography^ 

A Series of Twelve Maps, constructed bv William Hughes, 
F.R.G.S., and engraved in the best style. The Maps care- 
fully printed in colors. New and cheaper edition. Crown 
4to., in stiff cover, is. ; cloth lettered, is. 6d. ; with a valuable 
Consulting Index, and strongly bound in doth, 2s. 6d. 



Philips^ Smaller Scripture Atlas^ 

Containing Twelve Maps, constructed by William Hughes, F.R.G.S. 
The Maps beautifully printed in colors* Imperial l6mo., 
illustrated cover, 6d. ; cloth lettered, is. 






Philips* Atlas of Outline Maps, 

For the use of Schools and for Private Tuition. • Printed on fine 
Drawing Paper. Size — ii inches by 13 inches. Three Series, 
each containing Thirteen Maps, stitched in a neat cover, 3s. 

Philips* Atlas of Blank Projections ^ 

With the Lines of Latitude and Longitude, intended for the use of 
Students learning to construct Maps. Printed on fine Drawing 
Paper. Size — ii inches by 13 inches. Three Series, each 
containing Thirteen Maps, stitched in a neat cover, 3s. 

Hughes's Atlas of Outline Maps^ 

With the Physical Features cleariy and accurately delineated j 
consisting of Eastern Hemisphere — Western Hemisphere- 
Europe — Asia— Africa— North America — South America — 
Australia— The British Islands— England and Wales— Scot- 
land — Ireland — France— Spain — Germany — Italy — Greece — 
India— Palestine. Size— 21 Inchet \i% X\ 'mOas^* \RA.^isam 
folio, bound in doth, 7s. 6d« 



GEORGE PHILIP AND SON, PUBLISHERS, 

Hughes* s Atlas of Blank Projections^ 

Containing the same Maps as in the ** Outline Atlas," and corre- 
sponding in size and scale. Size — 21 inches by 17 incaes. 
Medium folio, bound in cloth, 7s. 6d. 



Philips* Imperial Outline Atlas. 

Size — II inches by 13 inches. Printed on Drawing Paper. Two 
Series, each containing Twelve Maps, stitched in neat cover, is. 



Philips* Imperial Atlas of Blank Projections. 

Size — II inches by 13 inches. Printed on Drawing Paper. Two 
Series, each containing Twelve Maps, stitched in neat cover, is. 

Philips Outline A tlas for Beginners ^ 

Being Outlines of the Maps in Philips' ** Atlas for Beginners.* 
Size — 10 inches by 8 inches. Printed on fine Drawing Paper. 
Two Series, each containing Sixteen Maps, demy quarto, 
stitched in neat cover, is. 



Philips* A tlas of Blank Projections for 

Beginners^ 

Uniform in size and scale with the "Outline Atlas." Size — 10 
inches by 8 inches. Printed on fine Drawing Paper. Two 
Series, each containing Sixteen Maps, demy quarto, stitched in 
neat cover, is. 



Philips* Outline Atlas ^ 

For Students Preparing for the Oxford or Cambridge Local Ex- 
aminations. In neat cover. Junior Classes, la.. 64,. ; for Senior 
Classes, 2s. 
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Philips* Series of Large School-room Maps. 

With the Physical Features boldly and distinctly delineated, and 
the Political Boundaries carefully colored. Size — 5 feet 8 
Inches by 4 feet 6 inches. Mounted on rollers and varnished 
Constructed by William Hughes, F.R.G.S. 

LIST OF THE MAP& 

Prict Sixteen ShUlingt eacK 



THE WORLD IN HEML 

SPHERES. 
EUROPE. 
ASIA. 
AFRICA. 

NORTH AMERICA. 
SOUTH AMERICA. 



AUSTRALIA. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

ENGLAND AND WALES. 

SCOTLAND. 

IRELAND. 

PALESTINE. 

INDIA. 



Price Twenty-one ShiUingi eaek. 



THE WORLD ON MERCA- 
TOR'S PROJECTION. 

THE BRITISH ISLANDS. 

NEW ZEALAND, by Dr. 
Hector and Thos. A. Bow- 
den, B.A. 



OCEANIA, on a Scale of two 
degrees to an inch, shewing 
the situation of New Zealand 
and the Australian Colonies 
relatiyely to the shores of 
Asia and North America, 
with the intervening Islands. 



//. 



Supplementary Maps to the Series. 

SCHOOL WALL MAP OF THE WORLD, ON GALL'S 
CYLINDRICAL PROJECTION. Drawn and engraved by 
John Bartholomew, F.R.G.S. Size— 6 feet 6 inches by 4 feet 
7 inches. Mounted on rollers and varnished, £i 5s. 

PHILIPS' INDUSTRIAL MAP OF ENGLAND AND 
WALES, with part of SCOTLAND ; showing the Lines of 
Railway, the Seats of the Principal Manufactures, and the 
Districts of Mines and Minerals ; distinguishing Canals and 
Navigable Rivers, tracing the Tracks of Foreign and Coasting 
Steam Vessels, marking the Position of Lighthouses, &c 
Constructed from the most authentic sources, and revised by 
William Hughes, F.RG.S. Size— 6 feet by \ fce.t <^ v!nr!ca» 
Mounted on rollers and varnished, £1 $%• 



GEORGE PHILIP AND SON, PUBLISHE 

Philips^ Smaller Series of School-room 

Size — ^3 feet hj a feet 6 inches. Mounted on rollers and 
each 7s. 6d. 

Un or THS MAPS. 



Eastern Hemisphere. 

Western Hemisphere. 

Europe. 

Asia. 

Africa. 

North America. 

South America. 



Australia. 

New Zealand. 

England and Wales. 

Scotland. 

Ireland.* 

Palestine. 

Wanderings of the I 



Th« aboT« are reductlom of th« large series, constructed by Will 
F.R.Q.S., and are designed for use in Prirate Schools and Faoaili< 
clearly and distinctly engrared, and embody an amount of Inform 
be had in any similar series of Hi^n. 




Philips' New School Maps of the C 

of England. 

Prepared expressly for use in Public Elementary Schools, to mee' 
ments of the New Code : the Physical Features are boldly delinei 
style of Engraving is clear and distinct ; the Railway System is 
feature, and every necessary detail has been carefully given. 

LAHCASHIBS AND CHESHIRE. Size— 5 feet 8 inch( 
6 inches. Reduced from the Ordnance Survey. 
engrayed by John Bartholomew, F.R.G. S, Scale- 
one inch. Mounted on rollers and varnished, i6s. 

LANCASHIRE. Size~37 inches by 54 inches. Reduc< 
Ordnance Survey. Drawn and engraved by John Ba 
F.R.G.S. Scale if mile to one inch. Mounted on 
varnished, los. 6d. 

TORESHIRE. Size— 37 inches by 54 inches. Reduce 
Ordnance Survey, Drawn and engraved by John Ba 
F.R.G.S. Scale — 3 miles to one inch. Mounted 
and varnished, los. 6d. 

CHESHIRE. Size— 33 inches by 44 inches. Reduce 
Ordnance Survey. Drawn and engraved by John Ba 
F.R.G.S. Scale — 1} mile to one inch. Mounted 
and varnished, 7s. 6d. 

STAFFORDSHIRE. Size— 354 inches by 54 inches, 
from the Ordnance Survey, Drawn and engrave 
Bartholomew, F.R.G.S. Scale — 2\ miles to i inch. 
an, loMtn and varnished, X2s, 

%* OQuit Counties in Preparalwm. 
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PHILIPS' 

Series of Reading Books 

FOR UBK IN 

Public Elementary Schools. 

EDITED BY 

JOHN G. CROMWELL, M.A., 

PaiSIClPAL or BT. MARK'S GOLLKQB, CnSLBBA. 



Specially adapted to the requirements of the New Code. 



■. D. 

PRIMER 80 pp., ttrongly bound in cloth... 6 

FIRST BOOE—Part 1 96 pp., strongly bound In cloth. . . 6 

FIRST BOOK— Part II 96 pp., strongly bound In cloth... 6 

SECOND BOOK 160 pp., strongly bound in doth... 9 

THIRD BOOK 208 pp., strongly bound in cloth... 1 

FOURTH BOOK 288 pp., strongly bound in doth... 1 4 

FIFTH BOOK 820 pp., strongly bound In cloth... 1 9 

SIXTH BOOK 862 pp., strongly bound in cloth... 2 

POETICAL READING BOOK 862 pp., strongly bound in cloth... 2 6 

FIRST POETICAL BOOK 160 pp., strongly bound in cloth... 1 



The present entirely New Series of Reading Books has been prepared with 
much care and labour under the personal supervision of the Kdltor : and it is 
l>elievcd evorythhig has boon done which exporionco in toachhig could suggest 
to adapt them to the educational requirement!} of the present time. 

The special aim of the Publishers has been to produce thorougWy good 
and duraolo books: they direct tho attention of Teachers and School Managers 
to tho strength of the sewing and firmness oj the binding, both important 
features, which cannot fail to rocommeud them for uite in Elementary 
Schools. 
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GEORGE PHILIP AND SON, PUBLISHERS, 



A Class-Book of Modern Geograkpy, 

With Examination Questions, by William Hughes, F.R.G.S. 
The Examination Questions are drawn from the result of much 
experience in tuition on the part of the Author, and will be 
found to add considerably to tlie value of the work, as a class- 
book for popular school use. New edition, 1875. Foolscap 
8vo., cloth, 3s. 6d. 

• « 
« 

work. 



« " Philipa* Comprehensive School Atlas " is designed to accompany this 



An Elementary Class- Book of Modern 

Geography, \ 

By William Hughes, F.R.G.S. This volume is abridged from the 
larger class-book, and is designed for the use of less advanced 
pupils. New edition, 1875. Foolscap 8vo., is. 6d. 

%* " Philips* Atlas for Beginners '* is designed to accompany this work. 

A Class-Book of Physical Geography. 

With numerous Diagrams and Examination Questions, by William 
Hughes, F. R. G. S. This volume has been prepared for popu- 
lar school use, and exhibits, in a clear and methodical manner, 
the principal facts respecting the Natural Features, Productions, 
and Phenomena of the Earth. — New edition, entirely re-written 
and extended, with a Map of the World. Foolscap 8vo., 
cloth, 3s. 6d. 

%* " Philips* School Atlas of Physical Geography** is designed to accompany 
this worlc 



An Elementary Class -Book of Physical 

Geography. 

With Diagrams, by William Hughes, F.R.G.S. Intended as a 
Companion Text Book to "Philips' Physical Atlas for Begin- 
ners. Foolscap 8vo., cloth, is. 

An Elementary Treatise on Arithmetic 

For Schools and Colleges. By Thomas W. Piper, Normal Master 
and Lecturer in the National Society's Training College, 
Battersesif author of "Mental Arithmetic," &c. Crown 8vo., 
cloth, pp, 160, IS. 6d. 

22 
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Advanced Arithmetic 

For Schools and Colleges. By Thomas W. Piper, Normal Master 
and Lecturer in the National Society's Training College, 
Battersea, author of " Mental Arithmetic for Traming Col- 
leges,** &c Crown 8vo., cloth, pp. 336, price 3s. 6d. 

A Class-Book of Inorganic Chemistry. 

^^ • 

With Tables of Chemical Analysis, and directions for their use ; 
compiled specially for Pupils preparing for the Oxford and 
Cambridge Middle-Class Examinations, and the Matriculation 
Examinations of the University of 'London. By D. Morris, 
B.A., Teacher of Chemistry in Liverpool College. Crown \ 
8vo., doth, 2S. 6d. 

Bible Reading Lessons^ 

For Secular and other Schools. Edited by Thomas A. Bowden, 
B.A.Oxon. Foolscap 8vo., clotlu In Three Parts, each is. 

Bowden^s Manual of New Zealand 

GeogrcLphy^ 

With Eleven Maps and Examination Questions. By Thomas A. 
Bowden, B.A., late Government Inspector of Schools, assisted 
by J. Hector, M.D., F.R.S., Geologist to the New Zealand 
Government Two parts in One Vol., Foolscap 8vo., cloth, 
3s. 6d. 

Part X. — Containing the General Geography of the Colony, with 
a sketch of its History and Productions. 

Part 2. — Containing a descriptive account of each Province or 
Principal Division. 

Bowderis Geographical Outlines of New 

Zealand^ 

With Two Maps, and Examination Questions. By Thomas A, 
Bowden, B.A.Oxon. Foolscap 8vo., cloth, is. 



I 



Brewer^s Manual of English Grammar^ 

uding the Anal3rsis of \ 
Fo(Ascap Svo,p doth, is. 



Including the Analysis of Sentences, with ccy^vc^'^aa^ YnAxoasx^ 
~ J* 



GEORGE PHILIP AND SON, PUBLISHERS, 

*n ■ 

Brewer s Elementary English Gra^nmary 

Including the Analysis of Simple Sentences. Foolscap 8vo, stiff 
cover, 4d. 

Brewers Outlines of English History, 

For the use of Students preparing for Exaxmination. Foolscap 
8vo, cloth, 6d. , • 

Crawley's Historical Geography^ 

For the use of Pupil Teachers, Students in Training Colleges, and 
Pupils preparing for the Civil Service Examinations. New 
Edition, by W. J. C. Crawley. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 2s. 



PHILIPS' SCRIPTURE MANUALS. 

Designed for the use of Pupils preparing for the Oxford and Cam- 
bridge Local Examinations. Uniformly printed on Foolscap 
8vo, bound in cloth. 

BY THE REV, EENRT LINTON, M,A. 

THE BOOK OF NEHEMIAH, with Explanatory Notes and 

Appendices. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, is. 6d. 
THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH. Part L, Historical Chapters, 

with Notes and Appendices. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 2s. 

BY THE LATE JAMES DAYIES. 



NOTES ON GENESIS - Is. 
NOTES ON EXODUS - Is. 
NOTES ON ST. MARK Is. 
NOTES ON ST. LUKE Is. 6d. 
NOTES ON THE ACTS OF 

THE APOSTLES - Is. 6d. 
NOTES ON THE GOSPEL 

OF ST. MATTHEW - 2s. 
NOTES ON ST. JOHN - 2s. 6d. 

Uniform with above, 

MANUAL OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER, 
containing the Order for Morning and Evening Prayer ; the 
Litany ; the Ante-Communion Service ; the Order of Confirma- 
tion, and the Outlines of the History of the Book of Common 
Prayer ; with a full explanation of the differences between the 
Old and iht New Lectionary. ¥oo\sc?o^ %.no, OlqjCsi^^s, 



NOTES ON JOSHUA - Is. 

NOTES ON JUDGES - Is. 

NOTES ON I. SAMUEL Is. 

NOTES ON IL SAMUEL Is. 6d. 

NOTES ON I. KINGS - Is. 6d. 

NOTES ON IL KINGS - Is. 6d. 

NOTES ON EZRA - - Is. 
MANUAL OF THE CITURCH 

CATECHISM- - - Is. 



// 
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Davies' Historical Manuals^ 

Designed for the use of Pupils preparing for the Oxfoixl and 
Cambridge Local Examinations. 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, FROM 
THE DEATH OF EDWARD THE CONFESSOR TO 
THE DEATH OF KING JOHN (1066-1216). Foolscap 
8vo, cloth, 28. 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, FROM 
THE ACCESSION OF HENRY III. TO THE DEATH 
OF RICHARD III. (1216-1485). Foolscap 8vo, doth, 2s. 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY AND LITERATURE OF 
THE TUDOR PERIOD (1485-1603) to the accession of 
James VL of Scotland. 256 pp. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 2s. 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY AND LITERATURE OF 
THE STUART PERIOD, to the accession of William III. 
and Mary 11.(1603-1689). 160 pp. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, is. 6d. 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, FROM 
THE REIGN OF CHARLES L TO THE END OF 
THE COMMONWEALTH (1640- 1660). Foolscap 8vo, 
doth, 18. 6d. 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, FROM 
THE RESTORATION OF CHARLES IL TO THE 
REVOLUTION (1660-1688). Foolscap 8vo, doth, 28. 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, FROM 
THE ACCESSION OF JAMES L TO THE BATTLE 
OF THE BOYNE, (1603-1690). Foolscap 8vo, doth, 28. 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, FROM 
THE REVOLUTION OF 1688 TO THE DEATH OF 
QUEEN ANNE, 1714. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, is. 6d. , 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, FROM 
THE ACCESSION OF WILLIAM III. TO THE 
ACCESSION OF GEORGE IH. (1689-1760), and the 
Outlines of English Literature during the same period. 
Foolscap 8vo, doth, 2s. 6d. 

MANUAL OF THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, FROM 
THE ACCESSION OF GEORGE IIL TO THE BATTLE 
OF WATERLOO (1760-1815 A.D.) Foolscap %so^ doth, 
2s. 6d. 

MANUAL OF ENGLISH LITERATURE (1760-1815), FROM 
THE ACCESSION OF GEORGE III. TO THE BATTLE 
OF WATERLOO. Foolscap 8vo, doth, 2v 




Huttons Class-Book of Elementary Geology* 

By F, W. Hutton, F.G.S. Extra foolscap 8vo., doth, is. 6d. 



y ones' Spelling Book for Beginners ^ 

With Memory Exercises. Foolscap 8vo., doth, 6dL 



y ones' Essentials of Spellings 

With Rules for Spelling, and Exerdses thereon. Third Edition. 
Foolscap 8vo., dot^ is. 



Lawsons Outlines of Geography^ 

For Schools and Colleges. By William Lawion, F.R.G.S., St 
Mark's College, Chelsea. New Edition, entirely rewritten and 
extended. Foolscap 8vo., cloth, 3s. 6d. 

This work may also be had in parts — 

Part L— THE BRITISH ISLANDS, 6d. 
Part II.— THE BRITISH COLONIES, 6d. 
Part IIL— EUROPE, gd. 
Part IV.— ASIA, AFRICA, & AMERICA, is. 



Lawsoiis Geography of River Systems. 

Foolscap 8vo., doth, is. 



Lawso7zs Geography of Coast Lines. 

Foolscap 8vo., cloth, is. 




Lawsofis Young Scholar's Geography. 

A simple book for Young Learners. Foolscap 8vo., stiff cover, 6d.; 
bound in cloth, 9d. 

Martins Handbook of English EtyTnology, 

Prepared for the use of Pupils in the Upper Standards of our Ele- 
mentary Schools, by James Martin, formerly Normal Master, 
Training-college, Baltersea. ¥oo\sca?9%NO,?NKScwer^ price 3d. 
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Martins Elements of Euclid^ 

Containing the First Six Books, chiefly from the text of Dr. Simson, 
with a selection of Geometrical Problems for Solution, to which 
are added the parts of the Eleventh and Twelfth Books which 
are usually read at the Universities. By James Martin, Head 
Master of the Endowed School, Wedgwood Institute, Burslem. 
Crown 8yo., cloth, 3s. 6d. 

Martins Euclid^ Book /., 

With a selection of Geometrical Problems for Solution. Crown 
8vo., cloth, IS. ^____^ 

Martinis Euclid, Books I. and Il.y 

With a selection of Geometrical Problems for Solution. Crown 
8vo., cloth, IS. 6d. . 

Martins Graduated Course of Problems on 
Practical Plane and Solid Geometry , 

Together with Miscellaneous Exercises in Practical Plane and Solid 
Geometry, Etymology of Geometrical Terms, &c By James 
Martin, Author of *' Elements of Euclid/' &c Crown 8vo.| 
cloth, 3s. 6d. ^ 

Piper's Mental Arithmetic , 

For Pupil Teachers and Students in Training Colleges, containing 
Rules and Exercises founded on Examination Papers. By 
Thomas W. Piper, Normal Master and Lecturer on Mentsu 
Arithmetic in the National Society's Training College, Bat- 
tersea. Foolscap 8vo., cloth, is. 6d, 

Piper's Introductory Mental Arithmetic, 

For Pupil Teachers and the Advanced Pupils of Middle- Class and 
Elementary Schools ; being a Short Exposition of the uses of 
Mental Arithmetic, with Illustrative Exaniples, and a ^eat 
number of New and Original Exercises. By Thomas W, Piper. 
Foolscap 8vo., stiff cover, 6d. 

Rimmer's Architectural Drawing Studies. 

Intended as a Simple Guide to the knowledge of Ancient Styles of 
Architecture. By Alfred Rimmer ; with an Introduction by t);^e 
Rev. J. S. Howson, D.D., Dean of Chester. Imperial 4to., 
boards, 2s. 6d. ; bound in cloth elegant, gilt edges, 5s. 
80 
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Taylor^ s Choice Secular School 

!Vith an Introduction for the use of Teachers, on 
Music in Elementary Schools. Crown 8vo., st 

Taylors Child's First Catechism 

Adapted to the Lower Standards of Elementary Sch 
8vo., stiff cover, 2d. 

Taylor's Sttcdenfs Text- Book of t 

of Music y 

For use in Colleges and Schools, and for purposes of ^ 
Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s. 

. Tablet Lessons. 

For use In the School-room or Nursery. The Set, 
royal broadside sheets, in cover, with millb 
wooden ledge to hang up, 3s. 6d. $ the separate 

" What shall I Teach Nex 

A Series of Subjects for Lessons in Religious Know 
"Writing, Arithmetic, Grammar, Geograpliy, an 
Four Years, progressively arranged in Daily 
W, C. Sparrow. Crown Svo., cloth, is. 6d. 

WhitwortKs Exercises in At 

To Simple Equations inclusive. With an Introdu< 
Negative Numbers. For the use of Elem 
(Government Standards IV., V., and VI.) 
Whitworth, M.A., Fellow of St John's Colle 
author of " Modern Analytical Geometry," 
^o., stiff cover, 6d. ; or bound in cloth, gd. 

JVprthington s Spelling Ca 

For all Stand&rds, a collection of One Thousand >A 
often mi^-spelt. On a card (5 x 74 in.) price J 

Worthington' s Arithmetical ( 

Arranged in Six Sets, each containing 24 Cards, 
Answers, adapted to the Six Government St£ 
Set of 24 Cards, with Answers, gd. 
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GEOGBAPHiaAL CLASS BOOKS. V 



A CLASivBOOK OP MODERN GEOGRAPHY, with i. i 
Examination Questions, by William Hughes, F. R. G. S. 
Foolscap 8vo, cloth ... 3 

AN ELEMENTARY CLASS-^OOK OF MODERN 
GEOGRAPHY, by William Hughes, F.H-.G.S. Fools- 
cap 8vo, cloth ... ... ... ... ... ... I 

A CLASS-BOOK OF PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY, with 
numerous Diagrams and Exaniination Questions, by 
William Hugjies, F.R.G.S. Foolscap 8vo, cloth ... j 

AN ELEMENTARY CLAgS-BOOK OF PHYSICAL 

GEOGRAPHY, with Diagrams, by William Hughes, 

F.R.G.S. Intended as a Companion Text Book to 

** Philips' Physical Atlas for Beginners." Foolscap 8v<j, 

• cloth, lettered ... i 

ELEMENTARY GEOGRAPHY OF EUROPE, with a 
Map. By William Hughes, F.R.G.S. imperial 32m'^, 
neat cover, 2^., oj* in clom ^.. ... o 

KLi.MENTARf "GEOGRAPHY OF EN&lKnD AND 
WALES, with a. Map.* B^ Willi!im Hughes,\F/R:US. 
•' Imperial 32mo, neat cover, 2d., or ip cloth • o 

ELEMENTARY GEOGRAPHY OF SCOTLAND AND 
IRELAND, with Maps. By William Hughes, F.R.G.S. 
Iitiperial 32mo, neat coven 2d., or in cloth ... ... o 

OUTLINES of' GEOGRAPHY, FOR SCHOOLS AND 
COLLEGES, l>y William Lawson, St. Mark's College, 
Chelsea. Foolscap 8^0, cloth ... ... 3 

.THE GEOGRAPHY OF RIVER SYSTEMS, by William 
Lawson, St. Mark's College, Chelsea. Foolscap 8vo, cloth i 

THE GEOGRAPHY OF COAST LINfeS, by William 
lawson, St. lyiark's College, Chelsea. Foolscap 8vo, cloith i 

THE YOUNG SCHOLAR'S GEOGRAPHY, by William 
Lawson.' Foolscap 8vo, stiflT cover, 6d., cloth ... ... o 

A MANUAL OF HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY, for 
the use of Civil Service Students, Trainmg Colleges, t&c; 
% W. J. C. Crawley, B. A. TooVsc^L^^No^dQ^k ... . 2 > 



Beorge FMlip and Son, Iula\i&\i^x^,^^'^^^"^^^'^^^^^ 
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JJgorpo Philir. and Son, Publishers, london and Liverpool. 



EDUCATIONAL MAPS. 

rnij.ir>* skries of large scirooL-uocoi mats. 

Willi the I'lysical Features bnl.lly and dislinclly delineated, and the 
r.^lliical liiiiindarics carefully colv>rcd. Si/e — 5 feet 8 inches hy 4 
feet 6 iiuhcs. Mounted on rollers and varniilicl. Cv)nstruct5fil 
ly \\ii;:..ju Hu«Thts. K.K.G.S. 

LIST »'F TFIK .MATS. 



i' I'tici- ir,:. 


eac-h. 


KNGLANl) AN]> WAI.K^ 


' lilt: \Vt)f:Li». rx 


IIFMl- 


SCOTLAND 


:| sriiKi:r-.> 




lUELANP 


:i i:ri{(.rK 




TALESTINK 


I: ASIA 




INDIA 


i! AFiarx 




Trice 2 is, each. 


NmKTU AMKfiK'A 




THK \VOUU>, ON' MKIU'A- 


SoI'TH AMElllCA 




TOR'S PROJECTION' 


! ArSTHAIJA AND 


NKW 


liHlTISII ISLANDS 


ZKALANl* ■ 




NEW ZEALAND 


\\ NhW S.irTH WALKS 


OCEANIA 



I . 



• I 
I . 



i hilll'.-.- SMALLER SERIES C»F SCIKK>L-K< )()M MATS. 

Size— 3 feet by 2 fci.t C inrljo-!. 
Mounteil r-ri rollers and vamislied, I'licli 7s. M. 

LIST OF THE MAPS. 

1.A.V1EHN IIEMISIMIEKi: NEW ZEALAND 

\\K<TEKN IlEMISI'irEUK j ENfiLAXD AND WALES 

i:Ul:nl»E SCOTLAND 

ASIA IKELAXD 

AFUrCA PALESTINE 



. I 



NiHlTlI AMERICA 
sni'III AMEiaCA 
AISTPAI.IA 



WANDERINOS OF THE 
ISRAELITES 



Tl..- :ili .»-i^ are rt'lit.-li-iiw <"•! the lar;;e series, <'r»xi-^trurtci I !»y Willi;im ITirjho', 
r.R.i;.?).,;iii(l ;ir<' 'l<.«-i;;in 1! fiif use in Private .*^elii>ols ;iiiii Families. They arc 
cl'-a.-ly an. I distinctly enjrrtifcd, and oinli'idy.un anmunt. of iiifonnat.iun m^i tr^ 
l'»- li:i>l in any similar scries of Maps. 
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